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From the Pastor 

Next month, our grandson will celebrate his first birthday, but it has been a year of celebrating 

firsts: first smile, first giggle, first tooth, first sleeping through the night, first word (“Hi”). We’re 

anxiously awaiting the first step, the first overnight at Nana and Grandpa’s, the first day of 

school, and the countless other firsts of our grandchild’s life. Each first has been flavored with 

pride and joy, and, I confess, a twinge of sadness, knowing that our days of snuggling and 

tickling, and reading Thomas the Train 10 times in a row, and holding a sweet sleeping baby will 

give way to other changes and first-time adventures in grand-parenting. Change is inevitable. It 

is the indicator of growth and development—if there is no change, there is no growth.  

Most of us resist change to some degree. We like the familiar and feel safer in situations and 

circumstances with which we have become comfortable. But change is inevitable. Our 

denomination is facing change—unknown at the present, but inevitable. Our congregation, too, 

is facing significant change in the months ahead. A new pastor will take the pulpit, and a new 

parsonage family will move in. There will be many firsts here at Northwest UMC: the new 

pastor’s first Sunday worship, first sermon, first Bible study, first crisis. Theses firsts will be met 

with excitement, trepidation, anxiety, anticipation, and possibly a twinge of sadness, at least at 

first. But change is inevitable. It is the indicator of growth and development—if there is no 

change, there is no growth. 

As we prepare for change at Northwest United Methodist, my prayer is that we will remember 

that the center and focus of our church is not the pastor, but Jesus, who is the same yesterday, 

today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8), and that we will hold on to God’s instruction to Joshua as he 

was about to lead the people of Israel into the Promised Land, “This is my command—be strong 

and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you wherever 

you go.” (Joshua 1:9) May we meet the changes ahead with grace and peace through our Lord 

Jesus. 

Blessings in Christ, 

Pastor Kim 

 



                                                

 

 

 

                                                General Conference 2019 

Over 800 elected delegates of The United Methodist Church gathered in St. Louis 

from February 23-26. This world-wide gathering was charged with making 

decisions regarding the church’s relationship with the LGTBQ community. The 

final decision made by the Conference was to endorse the Traditional Plan which 

retains the original language of the Book of Discipline while making allowance for 

the gracious exit from our denomination of those persons, congregations, and 

conferences choosing to do so. If you would like to hear more about the special 

conference and the decisions reached, please go to 

http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session. 

 

                              

 
                    
 
 
 
                             Interested in Becoming a Member at Northwest? 

If you would like to become an "official" member of Northwest United 

Methodist Church, there will be a New Members Class on Sunday, 

March 17 following worship. Please see Pastor Kim if you plan to attend 

or have questions.  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session


 

                  
                       Educational and Spiritual Growth 

  

                                           Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

Wednesday Morning Bible study will continue with Psalm 119, the longest chapter 

of the Bible. All are welcome to participate in this study. 

                                                 

 

                                       Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

We are continuing our study of the Psalms of Ascent on Wednesday evenings with 

the Eugene Peterson book, A Long Obedience in the Same Direction. All are 

welcome! Questions? See Pastor Kim.  

                                           

                                   

                                          

                                       Kids’ After Church Sunday School 

During March we’ll be returning to our 3-2-1 Penguins study of Proverbs. Kids of 

all ages are welcome! 

                                                  

  

                                                  Adult Sunday School 

8:30—Everyone is welcome to join us. This class meets in the Conference Room 

downstairs. 

11:00—The after-worship Adult Class meets in the fellowship hall following 

morning worship. We are continuing our study of Colossians through March. 

 

                                           



                                                                                    

                                                  NUMC Events 
 

Heart of Christ Health Clinic ~ We have a free medical clinic available to anyone 

who needs basic care.  The clinic hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon Saturday, 

March 16.  If you or someone you know needs medical attention, please come or 

bring someone who might not have transportation.  Dr. Ted and Lisa Rogers 

serve this wonderful outreach ministry.  
 

Senior Group Luncheon 

We will be meeting at Donnelly’s Irish Pub March 14th at 11:30.  Donnelly’s 

is located at 4501 N Rockwood Dr, Peoria, Il. If you have questions please, 

call Dorothy Swirmicky at 309-691-8740. 

 

                                       Grief Share Classes 

Our 13-week program for Grief Share is every Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.  Call 

Karen at (217)-652-0808 for more information. 

 

 

NUMC Prayer Partners  

The Prayer Group meets at NUMC Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m.  This 

month’s study is a video study called Love Does by Bob Goff. If you would like 

more information, contact Dixie Rogers at 309-472-4336. 
                               

               NUMC Reads BOOK CLUB – March 2019 

                                               

Book Club Selection – We will be reading “The Other Einstein” by Marie 
Benedict. We will meet March 28th at 6:30 p.m.  All are welcome to join us 
at NUMC for discussion. If you have questions, please contact Deborah 
Lauseng at (734) 748-3367 
 
       

                            UMC Lenten Devotional Booklet 

 

The Northwest UMC Lenten Devotional booklet will be available at the Ash 

Wednesday evening service. Please take a copy (one per household, please) to 

read throughout the 40 days of Lent. Many thanks to all who contributed and 

special thanks to Dennis Messersmith for his leadership in this project. 



 

 

                  The Great Banquet Spiritual Renewal Weekend: 
 
Please be in prayer for those attending the Great Banquet weekends! 
Several of our Northwest folks will be serving on the Men’s and Women’s  
Great Banquet teams, and Jimmy Johnson, Dennis Messersmith,  
Ginger Reynolds, Grace Reynolds and Beth Harvey-Diaz will be attending 
for the first time. The men’s weekend is February 28 - March 3. 
The women’s weekend is March 7 - March 10. 
 

 

                                             
 
 
 
 
                                             Walk to Emmaus 
 

Walk to Emmaus weekends are spiritual retreats overseen by The Upper Room, a 

global ministry of the United Methodist Church.   

Local weekend retreats are held at  

Spalding Renewal Center 

401 NE Madison Ave, Peoria, IL 61603, USA 

The dates for the upcoming weekends are: 

Men's Walk #97 

March 28, 2019, 7:00pm – March 31, 2019, 6:00 p.m. 

Women's Walk #98 

April 25, 2019, 7:00pm – April 28, 2019, 6:00 p.m.  

The full cost of the weekend is $125. Scholarships are available, if needed. Anyone 

interested in attending should contact a sponsor, who will provide further 

information. Possible sponsors at Northwest United Methodist Church include 

Mary and John Eisfelder, and David Stone. 

  



 

 

 

 

Coming Soon to 

Northwest United Methodist Church 

 

Overcomers Outreach 

Helping hearts heal from all types of addiction. 

 

Overcomers Outreach is an international network of Christ-centered 12 Step 

support groups which ministers to individuals, their families, and loved ones who 

suffer from the consequences of any addictive behavior. We exist to serve as a 

bridge between traditional Twelve Step recovery groups and churches of all 

denominations. We recover together as we meet to study and grow in God's 

Word. Our ministry is all welcoming, regardless of age, race, lifestyle, background, 

or belief. 

For information on this program coming to Northwest, talk to one of the Community Care Board 

members. For more information on Overcomers Outreach, see  overcomersoutreach.org 
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                 Addictions 

 

 

"Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but 

the flesh is weak"    (Matthew 26:41 NIV).  



  



Do you have a Prayer Request? 

     Contact Dennis Messersmith at  

dmau@comcast.net.   

Don’t use email?   

 Please call the church at (309) 692-0421 

 

                                               THANK YOU!  

Thank you to the Thursday Morning prayer Group for preparing the prayer quilts 

that are being given to the persons on our NUMC Prayer List. The group is 

currently looking for more cotton fabrics and fleece to make more blankets. Look 

through your craft closet and bring your unwanted material to church! (Or a gift 

card to JoAnn Fabrics???)  Thank you to those that have given material and 

money toward the Prayer quilts. 
 

                              

                                              Thank you! 

Thank you to Jana and everyone that helped with shredding and to Dan for taking 

the shred to Midwest Fiber. 

                                            March Mission  
                                 

This month we are collecting Loose Change.  The monies collected will go to the 

Missions.  If you have questions, please contact Nylene Bradburn at 309-634-

5591. 

                                                         Mission Work Day 

Mission Work Day will be Friday & Saturday, March 22nd & 23rd from 

9:30 – 12:30.  We will meet at 9:00 A.M. at church. 
 

                                            Care & Share-Faith Promise 

As of February 28th we have received $5066.00 toward our $15,000 goal. 

 

 

 

Proverbs 19:17 ~ Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, 

and he will reward them for what they have done. 

 

mailto:dmau@comcast.net


    
                                                                   

Local News and Events 
                           

                   

             Get Tickets Soon for a Special Concert during our  

             Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference this June! 

                      Larnelle Harris with The Voices of Beth 
 

Harris will be in concert on Friday, June 7, 7:30 p.m. at  

Peoria Civic Center’s Carver Arena to benefit the Our Conference,  

Our Kids campaign. 

See article on bulletin board in Fellowship Hall for more in  

Information. 

Tickets are $20-$30 and will be available for pre-sale to our 

 conference from February 15-28 (code word OURKIDS).  

Tickets available to the public March 1st for $25-$35. 

                                

                                          PCCEO 

The Peoria Citizens Committee for Economic Opportunity, Inc. is 

partnering with Ameren Illinois to implement their Energy Efficiency 

Program throughout Peoria County.   Participation in the innovative 

program will lower you energy use and utility bills.  PCCEO will be at 

NWUMC on March 15 from 9-12 taking applications.  If you or  

someone you know could use this help please, come by and complete 

the application.  If you have questions call the church office at 309-692-0421. 

 
                             



                               

 

                              

                             NUMC Music Ministry 

If you would like to participate in the music ministry through choir, praise 
band, chimes, special music, small group ensembles, please text 
(preferred) or call our music director Lisa at 309-472-4472. 
  
 

                                                    Church Office 

                            Request from the Administrative Staff 

If you have materials or information for the newsletter or weekly bulletin, or if you 

have a change of address or telephone number, please email or leave a note in either 

Pastor Kim or Norma's mailbox in the fellowship hall.  Thank you! 

Norma and Kim 

                                                 Altar Flowers 

Please, don’t forget to sign up for your altar flowers!  The forms and calendar are 

in the glass case in the fellowship hall.  The flowers are $20.00 and you can take 

them home with you after church.                          

                                                    

                                              Thank you! 

Thank you to all that have brought in prescription bottles and plastic bags!  At this 

time we are no longer collecting them.  

 
 

                 

 

      

                               

           

         



         Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries in the Months of March & April 

        

             March Anniversaries 

              

            

               March Birthdays 

       Betty Jo Callais 03/02 

       Ted Rogers  03/08 

       Stephen Wood 03/12    

       Janet Traver 03/26 

       Keith Musselman 03/27   

       Nylene Bradburn 03/30     

 

 

  

  

 

  

                  

      

        

                    

 

            

           April Anniversaries 

    Raymond & Joyce Dixon     04/05 

 

 

               April Birthdays 

      Earlene Wood 04/02 

       Leanne Gollnitz                   04/07 

       Lisa Rogers 04/08 

       Sharon Musselman 04/12 

       Robert Booth 04/25 

       Marilyn Anderson 04/27 

       Randy Hammitt                   04/28 

 

        

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

If you don’t see your birthday or 
anniversary on the list?  This means the 
Church office does not have your 
celebratory information!   You may 
submit your information to the Church 
office by e-mail:  
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net or 
contact us at the office (309) 692-0421 
for an update information form. 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


Regular Worship Services 
 

 

       Adult Sunday School             8:30 a.m. 

                                        Sunday Worship                   9:45 a.m.  

Nursery Available         10:00 a.m. 

                         After Worship Adult & Kids Classes   11:00 a.m. 

 

Bible Study and Prayer Times 

                                  

                                 Wednesday Morning Bible Study        9:30 a.m. 

 Wednesday Evening Bible Study     6:00 p.m. 

                                 Wednesday Grief Share Classes      10:30 a.m. 

                                 Thursday Prayer Study Group          10:30 a.m. 
 

                                      

Regular March Meetings 

 

March 12         Finance Meeting                                                    6:30 p.m. 

March 12         Ad Board                                                                7:00 p.m. 

March 19         Trustees Meeting                     7:00 p.m.        

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Kim Dancey * 217-620-5719 * kedancey@gmail.com  

Worship Director:  Lisa Rogers * 309-472-4472 * lsealine@yahoo.com  

Admin. Assistant: Norma Snodgrass * 331-216-4345 northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 

   

Church Office Hours: 

Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 Visit us on the web: www.nwunitedmethodist.org  

mailto:kedancey@gmail.com
mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 

                                       

            Our April Ready Set Safe Tornado Warning Drill will be held 

                     Sunday, April 14 at approximately 10:45 am   

 

Please review the information provided below and be ready to participate.   

 

                                             

 

                                                  Tornado Warning  

City of Peoria will sound the tornado siren.  Do not delay - head to the 

basement.  Do not use the elevator.  Proceed through the double doors 

and start filling the rooms to the left and right as space is available.  

Avoid the door and windows near the far exit of the basement. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



                                                    Church Chuckles 

                                                                   
 

He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy.   

                                                                                          Job: 8-21 

 

 

    

The Cleaning Lady 
 
 

  

here was a little old cleaning woman that went to the local church. When the invitation was 

given at the end of the service, she went forward wanting to become a member. The pastor 

listened as she told him how she had accepted Jesus and wanted to be baptized and become 

a member of the church.  

        

      The pastor thought to himself, "oh my, she is so unkempt, even smells a little, and her fingernails 

are not clean. She picks up garbage, cleans toilets - what would the members think of her." He told 

her that she needed to go home and pray about it and then decide.  

        

      The following week, here she came again. She told the pastor that she had prayed about it and 

still wanted to be baptized. "I have passed this church for so long. It is so beautiful, and I truly want 

to become a member."  

        

      Again the pastor told her to go home and pray some more. A few weeks later while out eating at 

the restaurant, the pastor saw the little old lady. He did not want her to think that he was ignoring her 

so he approached her and said, "I have not seen you for a while. Is everything all right?"  

        

      "Oh, yes," she said. "I talked with Jesus, and he told me not to worry about becoming a member 

of your church."  

        

      "He did?" said the pastor.  

        

      "Oh, yes" she replied. "He said He hasn’t been able to get into your church yet, and He’s been 

trying for years.” 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a church chuckle (clean and funny) that you would like to share.  

Please e-mail it to northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or leave it in my church 

mailbox.  Norma 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Blessings! 

          Pastor Kim, Lisa and Norma 

 


