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From the Pastor 

 

The last words a person speaks before dying reveal much about his/her temperament and 

belief. Bo Diddley died giving a thumbs-ǳǇ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ά²ŀƭƪ !ǊƻǳƴŘ 

IŜŀǾŜƴΦέ Iƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǿƻǊŘ ǿŀǎ ά²ƻǿΦέ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ƎǊŜŀǘ άtƛǎǘƻƭϦ tŜǘŜ aŀǊŀǾƛŎƘ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜŘ 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƛŎƪǳǇ ƎŀƳŜΦ Iƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǿƻǊŘǎΥ άL ŦŜŜƭ ƎǊŜŀǘΦέ /ƻƴǾƛŎǘŜŘ ƳǳǊŘŜǊŜǊ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ WΦ DǊŀǎǎƻ 

used hiǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƳŜŀƭ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άL ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ Ƴȅ {ǇŀƎƘŜǘǘƛ-hΩǎΤ 

L Ǝƻǘ ǎǇŀƎƘŜǘǘƛΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎΦέ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ wŀǇƘŀŜƭΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǿƻǊŘ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅΥ 

άIŀǇǇȅΦέ !ƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ IŜƴǊȅ {ŜǿŀǊŘΣ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƭŀǎƪŀ tǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ asked if he 

ƘŀŘ ŀƴȅ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǿƻǊŘΣ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άbƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƻƴƭȅ ΨƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦΩέϝ  

Among the last words of Jesus, we hear this request: άCŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΧέ (Luke 23:34). 

Jesus used his final words to continue to reveal the grace and mercy of God. During the 

ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ Iƻƭȅ ²ŜŜƪΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ōȅ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ ²Ŝ 

learn much from all of them, but perhaps none is so critical to our personal and corporate 

peace, joy, and spiritual well-being than άCƻǊƎƛǾŜΦέ When we forgiveΣ ǿŜ ƭŜǘ Ǝƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΩǎ 

hold on us so we can move into the future as a new creation in Christ. When we forgive, we set 

another free from our judgment and condemnation, and we set ourselves free from carrying 

the weight of unforgiveness. Sometimes, the person one most needs to forgive is oneself. 

!ǎ ǿŜ ŘǊŀǿ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭŀǎǘ 

words and forgive. Repeat the words of Jesus, άCŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΣέ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƻǿƴΣ άCŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΣ L ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜΧέ ¢ƘŜƴ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƨƻȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 

heart and mind that only our Resurrected Lord can give.  

 

Blessings in Christ, 

Pastor Kim 

* Source: http://mentalfloss.com/article/58534/64-people-and-their-famous-last-words  

http://mentalfloss.com/article/58534/64-people-and-their-famous-last-words


               

                                          

                                    Retiring Soon! 

Pastor Kim will be retiring from full-time ministry effective June 30, 2019. Kim and 

Rick are looking forward to spending more time with grandson Gabriel, puttering 

in the garden (Kim), and playing more golf (Rick. Kim maybe once in a while). 

                                                          

                                                 

                                                      Coming Soon!! 

We are delighted to announce that Pastor Miranda Dinges has been appointed to 

Northwest United Methodist Church effective July 1. Pastor Miranda currently 

serves at Kankakee Trinity and Bradley Evangelical Churches. She has a heart for 

preaching and mission and will bring much joy and energy to our congregation. Be 

ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ tŀǎǘƻǊ aƛǊŀƴŘŀΩǎ .ƛƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ōƻǘƘ 

of our pastors in your prayers as they pack and prepare to move. 

 

                         

                    

                        Welcome to our Newest Members 

Beth Harvey-Diaz transferring from Northwoods Community Church    

 

Javier Hernandez transferring from Pleasant Union UMC (Liberty, NC) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                   Easter and Holy Week Schedule 

April 14τPalm Sunday Worship with Mini Cantata, 9:45 am. 

                  Easter Lily orders due today. 

April 16τEaster Caroling, meet at church at 6:00 p.m.     
 

April 18τSeder Meal, 6:00 p.m. (reservations required) 

April 19τGood Friday Service, 7:00 p.m. 

April 21τEaster Worship, 9:45 Invite your friends, family, and neighbors! 

                             

                           Educational and Spiritual Growth    

                                          

                                       Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

Wednesday Morning Bible study at 9:30 A.M. All are welcome to join us! 

If you have questions see Pastor Kim. 

                                                 

 

                                         Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

Wednesday evening Bible study is at 6:00 P.M.  All are welcome to join us!  

If you have questions see Pastor Kim.  

                                           

                                                    

                                                    Adult Sunday School 

8:30τEveryone is welcome to join us. This class meets in the Conference Room 

downstairs. 

11:00τThe after-worship Adult Class meets in the fellowship hall following 

morning worship. 



 

                                         
 

                                                      NUMC Events  
 

 

 

                                     All Church Workday!  

 

Saturday, April 6 starting at 9:00 AM. There will be many of indoor and 

outdoor projects to be done. Every skill level will be needed.  Join the fun and 

fellowship of working together! 

 

 

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic ~ We have a free medical clinic available to 

anyone who needs basic care.  The clinic hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 

Saturday, April  13.  If you or someone you know needs medical attention, please 

come or bring someone who might not have transportation.  Dr. Ted and Lisa 

Rogers serve this wonderful outreach ministry.  
 

 

                                                                             

                                                                         April 14 

                                        Tornado Drill after Church 

             Mission Soup & Salad Lunch after the Tornado Drill 

 

 

Senior Group Luncheon 

We will be meeting at Pizza Ranch April 25 at 11:30.   Pizza Ranch is 

located at 4114 N Brandywine Dr. Peoria, IL  61614.   If you have 

questions, please call Dorothy Swirmicky at 309-691-8740. 

 

                                       

                                     

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 18, 2019 

6:00 p.m. 

Our annual Maundy Thursday Seder Meal is a time to worship and experience 

the Jewish Passover in a unique way. Please join us and bring your family and 

friends. For reservations, please complete the form in the bulletin and place it in 

the offering plate. Reservations may also be made by calling the church office at 

309-692-0421 or emailing us at northwestunited@sbcglobal.net by April 14th.  

**Please note** Donations to cover the cost of the meal will be accepted. 

Approximate cost: $8 per person, $3 for children under 12. 

  

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjC8b_p3aXhAhVmhq0KHezkC40QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-531556.html&psig=AOvVaw3N43BABnLhZHbY4o1dDA6z&ust=1553893300751137


 

                                   Grief Share Classes 

Our 13-week program for Grief Share is every Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.  Call 

Karen at (217)-652-0808 for more information. 

 

 

                                    NUMC Prayer Partners  

The Prayer Group meets at NUMC  Thursday mornings at 10:30 a .m.  This month  

we are discussing the NUMC devotional for the day . If you would like more 

information, contact Dixie Rogers at 309 -472 -4336.  
                               

                

              NUMC  Reads BOOK CLUB ð April  201 9 

                                               

Book Club Selection ï We are reading Daughter of God by Lewis Purdue. 
We will meet April 25 at 6:30 p.m.  All are welcome to join us at NUMC for 
discussion. If you have questions, please contact Deborah Lauseng at 
(734) 748-3367 
 
       

                            UMC Lenten Devotional Booklet  

 

The Northwest UMC Lenten Devotional booklets are available.  Please take a copy  

to read throughout the 40 days of Lent. Many thanks to all who contributed and 

special thanks to Dennis Messersmith for his leadership in this project. 

 

 

                                              Garage Sale! 

June 1st is our next GARAGE SALE! (Well, really, it is a PARKING LOT AND CHURCH 

SALE!) You may bring your sale treasures/donations to the church anytime after 

April 1st. Please take them downstairs to the rooms designated for sale donations. 

If you would like a receipt for your donations, check with Norma in the office. And 

don't forget to mark the date on your calendar! LOTS of help will be needed to 

prepare for the sale as well as to help on the day of the sale! Questions??? Talk to 

our Garage Sale Directors/Queens Marilyn Anderson or Lisa Rogers. 



 
 

 

 

Coming Soon to 

Northwest United Methodist Church 

 

Overcomers Outreach 

Helping hearts heal from all types of addiction. 

 

Overcomers Outreach is an international network of Christ-centered 12 Step 

support groups which ministers to individuals, their families, and loved ones who 

suffer from the consequences of any addictive behavior. We exist to serve as a 

bridge between traditional Twelve Step recovery groups and churches of all 

denominations. We recover together as we meet to study and grow in God's 

Word. Our ministry is all welcoming, regardless of age, race, lifestyle, background, 

or belief. 

For information on this program coming to Northwest, talk to one of the Community Care Board 

members. For more information on Overcomers Outreach, see  overcomersoutreach.org 
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Do you have a Prayer Request? 

     Contact Dennis Messersmith at  

dmau@comcast.net .   

Don³t use email?   

 Please call the church at (309) 692 -0421 

 
 

                              

                                            

                                                 April Mission  

                                                    

                                                                   H E L P !!! 

¸ƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ 

would like to stop by to say hi ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ 

with coffee OR you just remembered you need to take a dessert to church the 

ƴŜȄǘ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘΧ 

Have you ever been in a situation such as this?   

²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ fret, your Outreach Committee is coming to your rescue.  We will be 

selling Butter Braids, cookie dough and pizza from March 24th to April 7th.  

Delivery will be Friday, April 12th.  All proceeds will go to Missions.   

If anyone would like to help sell these items by taking an order sheet, we would 

greatly appreciate your consideration.  Please contact Nylene Bradburn (309-634-

5591) if you have any questions. 

!ƭǎƻΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ !ǇǊƛƭ нмst ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀ ŦǊŜǎƘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜƴ 

Butter Braid taste good on Easter morning?   
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                                       Care & Share-Faith Promise 

As of March 24 we have received $7,767.00 toward our $15,000 goal. 

 

                                               Thank You! 

Ken and Linda Sauder from In His Footsteps Ministry wrote this message for our 

donations. "Your congregation is so good to our ministry. You are a blessing to the 

ladies of Pekin!"   Shelley Ash delivered a tote of folders, paper, envelopes, 

pencils, notecards, greeting cards and a bag of Kleenex. Thank you to all that 

contributed to In His Footsteps! 

 

                                               Thank you! 

Thank you to all that helped at the Peoria Rescue Ministries' Thrift Store on 
March 22 and 23!  

  

Proverbs 19:17 ~ Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, 

and he will reward them for what they have done. 

 



  

If you are interested in participating in the International Friendships program the 

contacts are listed below.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiw47bfxqXhAhUGM6wKHWD4BzQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps://www.ancfchurch.org/ministries/international-friendships%26psig%3DAOvVaw1iNbKGi9D_oct1-Rkz_cQ3%26ust%3D1553887099856113&psig=AOvVaw1iNbKGi9D_oct1-Rkz_cQ3&ust=1553887099856113


Local News and Events 
 

 

 

 

ñHow to Love All Your Neighborsò is in your area ï  

Monday, April 1, 8:45 am - 1 pm. Unique opportunity, valuable information. Donôt miss it! 

 

90% of American families affected by disability don't go to a local church - often because they 

can't find one that truly welcomes and includes them. 

Special needs families need your ministry! This dynamic, engaging training is with Jeff McNair, 

one of the country's leading experts in disability ministry. The day is geared toward helping 

churches and ministries better understand and practically love these families in our 

communities. Jeff is passionate, creative and fun, and youôre bound to come away with 

something fresh. 

 To learn more and register: 

Online: Bit.ly/LoveAllNeighbors2  

By phone: Eureka United Methodist Church, (309) 467-3026 

$15 registration ($20 at the door) includes 

ur heart at Joni and Friends is to equip the church to help meet a huge need. I hope you and 

your team are able to come and benefit from these valuable trainings! 
 

Blessings, 

 

Judy Redlich 

Church Engagement Manager, Joni and Friends Missouri  

Joni and Friends International Disability Center  

Local office: P.O. Box 190884 

St. Louis, MO 63119 

Office: 314.773.5664  

www.joniandfriends.org/missouri 

www.facebook.com/JoniandFriendsMissouri 

https://www.joniandfriends.org/event/how-to-love-all-of-your-neighbors-2/
http://www.joniandfriends.org/missouri
http://www.facebook.com/JoniandFriendsMissouri


                   
                                       

 



              

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


