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From the Pastor 
 

I am so excited to be joining the Northwest family in just a few days. Everything 

I’ve heard from your leadership, former pastor, and District Superintendent 

shows me that you are a good church. You have set out to do great things in your 

community and I am excited to partner with you. I hope and pray that together 

we can grow spiritually, enhancing our discipleship and expanding the horizons of 

ministry. As I get to know each of you, I beg your forgiveness as well. I want to be 

up front that I am horrible with names. I promise that I will learn who you are! I 

feel as though we are setting out on a new adventure together and I am 

overjoyed to begin this journey with you. 

As I write this article, I can’t help but notice the forlorn look on my dog, Niko’s, 

face. I rescued Niko three and a half years ago while living in Kankakee. Just like 

every other dog, Niko has his quirks. He doesn’t really like grass and will avoid it 

until a squirrel comes along to chase. He also prefers to bury treats in the couch 

for later snacking. One of his less than desirable traits is how he deals with stress. 

I knew this move would be difficult for him, but it’s still hard to watch him refuse 

to eat as a response to change. I’m going to be honest with you, I don’t deal with 

change well either. I don’t stop eating like Niko, but the stress of change is 

difficult for me. I remember crying every time I went back to college or home 

from college every year. As I have grown into adulthood, my response to change 

has also matured, and at the same time, it seems like I may never be good at 

change. 

Some of you may be wondering at this point if I’m in the right profession. I am 

told the average tenure of a pastor in our conference is 5 years. I experienced 

enough moves with my pastor dad to know that is probably just about right.  



 

However, I didn’t enter the ministry because of the constant change. I entered 

ministry because of the unchangeable God I follow. I didn’t make a commitment 

to a city or house, I’ve made a commitment to the God who loves me and will use 

me to love the world.  

I say all this because I want you to know that I understand change is hard. Rev. 

Kim Dancey has blessed your church with her presence. She’s ministered to you 

and your families. She’s loved you with the love of God. You, as a church, found 

direction under her leadership and have begun to heal in ways you were 

desperate for. I am humbled to follow in the footsteps of such a giant woman of 

faith and leadership. You’ve had time to come to terms with Rev. Kim’s 

retirement, and yet, now reality is setting in. Everything will seem different for a 

while. And that’s okay. 

At the end of the book of the Deuteronomy, the people of Israel are ready to 

enter the Promised Land. Moses can’t go in because he made a few mistakes, 

along with his entire generation. So, it’s time for the leader he’s been training for 

decades to come forward and take the helm. Joshua has gone from errand boy to 

leader of Israel. Moses stands before all the people of Israel and says these words 

(Deut. 31:6): “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of 

[the inhabitants of the land], for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never 

leave you nor forsake you.” Then he turns to Joshua and says nearly the very 

same thing (Deut. 31:7-8): “Be strong and courageous, for you must go with this 

people into the land that the Lord swore to their ancestors to give them, and you 

must divide it among them as their inheritance. The Lord himself goes before you 

and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do 

not be discouraged.” 

As we begin this new journey together, I want to remind you that the very same 

God who entered the Promised Land with the Israelites is with us. We are not 

alone as we embark on this change that can be scary, but also is the path that 

leads us closer to God. So, as I cling to the words of God, I challenge you to do the 

same. No matter what happens at Northwest or in your own life, be strong and 

courageous, for God is with you. 

In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Miranda 



 

 

“Welcome Pastor Miranda” 

 

Greetings Pastor Miranda! On behalf of the congregation of Northwest UMC, we 

warmly welcome you to our midst!  We look forward to the opportunity of 

celebrating your appointment with us on Sunday, July 7 in two very special 

ways.  First, through a special, symbolically rich recognition of your appointment 

at the beginning of the service. Second, through sharing Holy Communion with 

you. Following the worship service, we anticipate sharing many words of welcome 

and having time to start getting to know you and your fiancé Rob during a cookie 

reception. 

Please know that all during this time of transition, from the first announcement of 

your coming to Northwest, you and Rob have been covered in our prayers. We 

are excited to have you join us as we continue the outreach and healing ministries 

that the Lord has given us and seek new opportunities for growth. We also look 

forward to your spiritual leadership as we all deepen our love and relationship 

with God. 

We are grateful that you are equally excited to be joining us here at Northwest 

UMC!  Our prayers continue for you as you get settled into the parsonage, 

become familiar with the Church and your new office, and prepare to lead us in 

worship and ministry, (and count down the days to your marriage to Rob). 

The Lord's richest blessings on you!  Again, the warmest welcome to Northwest 

UMC!  

 --Deborah Lauseng & Dixie Rogers 

    SPRC Co-Chairs 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Special Order of Service July 7 – An Order for the 
Celebration of an Appointment. This order is intended to 
be used within a service of worship by congregation 
whose pastor has been newly appointed or reappointed by 
the bishop according to the polity of the The United 
Methodist Church. 
 
 
 
Name Tags - to assist Pastor Miranda in learning our 
names, please wear your nametag (available at the 
Welcome Center) over the next several months.  
Nametags also help new visitors get to know us sooner. 
Did not find one for yourself?  Please add your name to 
the list so Norma can make one for you. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 

Cookie and Greeting Reception - following the July 7th 
Worship Service, please plan to stay for an informal meet 
and greet with Pastor Miranda. 
 
   
Bring Your Favorite Hors d’oeuvre/Appetizer or Salad! 
On July 14, after church service, we will have a  
hors d’oeuvre/appetizer and salad potluck.  Drinks will be 
provided.  This will be another opportunity to get to know 
Pastor Miranda.   
 
 
 
 



 

                            Educational and Spiritual Growth   

                                          

                                       Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

No morning Bible Study in July and August.  Study will begin in September. 

                                              Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

No evening Bible Study in July and August.  Study will begin in September. 

                         

                                                 Adult Sunday School 

8:30—Everyone is welcome to join us. This class meets in the Conference Room 

downstairs. 

11:00—The after-worship Adult Class meets in the fellowship hall following 

morning worship. 

 

 
                                                       
 
                                     
 
 
 

                                         
 
 
 
 
                                     
                                        
 
 
 



 
                                        NUMC Events 
 

                                      
 

 

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic ~ We have a free medical clinic available to 

anyone who needs basic care.  The clinic hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 

Saturday, July 13.  If you or someone you know needs medical attention, please 

come or bring someone who might not have transportation.  Dr. Ted and Lisa 

Rogers serve this wonderful outreach ministry.  
 

                                      Chiropractor  
 

Dr Rob Carothers, a chiropractor is now seeing patients at our Heart of Christ 

Free Clinic.  If you have questions, please see Dr Ted or Lisa.            

                

               Volunteer for the Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic 

We are trying to develop a list of people that can be pleasant, take blood 

pressure, read the scales and can write.  If you meet these qualifications, please 

call and add your name to our list to help at the once-a-month health clinic.  

We need a list of volunteers to fill in very occasionally.  In other words, not 

every month, but when Lisa cannot make it, (which is very rare) we need a 

backup ready to fill in. Lisa is also willing to train anyone who is interested. 

Please give Joyce Dixon a call at 815-878-6840 for more details or to add your 

name to the list.                                      

 

       

                             Senior Group Luncheon 

We will be meeting at Fairview Farms July 18 at 11:30. Fairview Farms is 

located at 5911 W. Heuermann Rd, Peoria, IL 61607.   If you have 

questions, please call Dorothy Swirmicky at 309-691-8740. 

If you plan on attending let Dorothy know no later than July 11 

because she has to make reservations. 

 

                                       



                                    

 

Grief Share Classes 

Our 13-week program for Grief Share will start up again in the fall.  Call Karen at 

(217)-652-0808 for more information. 

 

                                   NUMC Prayer Partners  

The Prayer Group meets at NUMC Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m.  This month 

we are discussing the NUMC devotional for the day. If you would like more 

information, contact Dixie Rogers at 309-472-4336. 
                               

                

                NUMC Reads BOOK CLUB – July 2019 

                                               

Book Club Selection –We will not be meeting in July. We will start again in 
August.   All are welcome to join us at NUMC for discussion. If you have 
questions, please contact Deborah Lauseng at (734) 748-3367 
                 

Would you be interested in joining book club? 

Why not join us? 

Have you ever thought about joining a book club?  Now is your 

opportunity!  The August meeting of the book club will be held August 29, 

at the home of Joyce Dixon, 5946 N Roxbury Lane, Peoria.  We are having 

a cookout!  Good summer enjoyment while discussing our recent 

book.  This book club is for anyone that would be interested in various 

forms of literature.  For more information, please call Joyce at  

815-878-6840 or Deb Lauseng at 734-748-3367.   Would love to have you 

attend.  The cookout starts at 6:30 p.m. rain or shine. (In the event of rain, 

we will move indoors and do as you do when you read, imagine it is sunny 

and bright.)  Hope you can make it! 

 
 
                                                                      

 



 

Take Me Out to the Ballgame 

On Saturday, July 27th Northwest UMC will be 

attending the Peoria Chiefs ballgame together.  

There will be Fireworks, Javier Baez Bobblehead 

giveaway to the first 1,000 fans (13 and up) and 

Austin French post game Christian Concert. 

Group tickets are $11 in the dugout seats.  

Please don’t forget to sign up by July 17th so we will 

know how many are attending.   

 

 

 

 



**NEW 12 STEP GROUP IN PEORIA** 

Northwest United Methodist Church 

 

Overcomers Outreach 

Helping hearts heal from all types of addiction. 

Held every Saturday at 3:00 PM 

Northwest United Methodist Church 

3800 W War Memorial Drive 

Peoria, Il  61615 

309-692-0421 

Overcomers Outreach is an international network of Christ-centered 12 Step 

support groups which ministers to individuals, their families, and loved ones who 

suffer from the consequences of any addictive behavior. We exist to serve as a 

bridge between traditional Twelve Step recovery groups and churches of all 

denominations. We recover together as we meet to study and grow in God's 

Word. Our ministry is all welcoming, regardless of age, race, lifestyle, background, 

or belief. 

Anonymity is practiced and honored here. 

Anything you share here stays here. 
 

For information on this program coming to Northwest, talk to one of the Community Care Board 

members. For more information on Overcomers Outreach, see overcomersoutreach.org 
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Do you have a Prayer Request? 

     Contact Dennis Messersmith at  

dmau@comcast.net.   

Don’t use email?   

 Please call the church at (309) 692-0421 
 

 

                                               

                                              July Mission  

                                     Midwest Distribution Center 

The Missions Outreach is collecting all new items for school bags: 

Spiral, 1 subject notebooks (8” x 10 ½”) 

Pens (blue or black) 

Unsharpened Pencils 

Pencil Sharpeners 

Pencil Erasers – 2” or larger 

Rulers 12” long with metric 

Glue Sticks 

Box of 24 Crayons 

Round Tip Scissors (no plastic scissors) 

Questions – Contact Karen Wasson: Mission Committee 

 

                                               

Bibles for Peoria County Jail 

John Haeffele from East Peoria First UMC works with Christian Library 

International.  He is in need of gently used Bibles for offenders at the 

Peoria County Jail. 

           

    

Proverbs 19:17 ~ Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, 

and he will reward them for what they have done. 

 

mailto:dmau@comcast.net


 

Handy Little Chart 
   

God has a positive answer:  
   

YOU SAY: GOD SAYS: BIBLE VERSES: 

You say: It's 
impossible 

God says: All things 
are possible 

Luke 18:27 

You say: I'm too tired 
God says: I will give 
you rest 

Matthew 11:28-30 

You say: Nobody 
really loves me 

God says: I love you John 3:16 and John 3:34 

You say: I can't go on 
God says: My grace is 
sufficient 

2 Corinthians 12:9 and 
Psalm 91:15 

You say: I can't figure 
things out 

God says: I will direct 
your steps 

Proverbs 3:5-6 

You say: I can't do it 
God says: You can do 
all things 

Phillippians 4:13 

You say: I am not 
able 

God says: I am able 2 Corinthians 9:8 

You say: It's not 
worth it 

God says: It will be 
worth it 

Romans 8:28 

You say: I can't 
forgive myself 

God says: I forgive you 1 John 1:9 and Romans 8:1 

You say: I can't 
manage 

God says: I will supply 
all your needs 

Phillippians 4:19 

You say: I'm afraid 
God says: I have not 
given you a spirit of 
fear 

2 Timothy 1:7 

You say: I'm always 
worried and 
frustrated 

God says: Cast all your 
cares on ME 

1 Peter 5:7 

You say: I'm not 
smart enough 

God says: I give you 
wisdom 

1 Corinthians 1:30 

   



 

NUMC Music Ministry 

If you would like to participate in the music ministry through choir, praise 
band, chimes, special music, small group ensembles, please text 
(preferred) or call our music director Lisa at 309-472-4472. 
  
 

                                                    Church Office 

The Church Office will be closed Thursday, July 4 and Friday, July 5. 

 

Request from the Administrative Staff 

If you have materials or information for the newsletter or weekly bulletin, or if you 

have a change of address or telephone number, please email or leave a note in 

Norma's mailbox in the fellowship hall.  Thank you! 

 

                                                 Altar Flowers 

Please, don’t forget to sign up for your altar flowers!  The forms and calendar are 

in the glass case in the fellowship hall.  The flowers are $20.00 and you can take 

the flowers home with you after church.                          

                                                    

 

                                            
                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

    

  

 

 



   

 Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries in the Months of June & July: 

               

July Anniversaries 

Gary & Janice Jackson  07/03  

Rick & Kim Dancey 07/10  

George & Mary Staley 07/14 

Jim & Terry Tiller 07/20 

                          

July Birthdays 

Chery Lamie 07/03 

Shelley Ash 07/05 

Dorothy Swirmicky 07/08 

Dennis Messersmith 07/12 

Jake Gruber 07/16 

Gary Baumgarten  07/17    

Robin Thomas     07/17 

JJ Gruber 07/21       

Julie Howar 07/23    

Susan Kelly 07/23      

Emma Gomez 07/27   

Raymond Dixon 07/28 

 

 

             

August Anniversaries 

Derek & Courtney Scott  08/02  

George & Kim Switzer 08/08  

William & Diana Traver 08/27 

                

 

August Birthdays 

Mark Fleming 08/04 

Deborah Lauseng 08/04 

Lorna Gabbert 08/10 

Karol Castens 08/21 

Vickie Haas 08/22 

Jerry Leonhardt  08/24    

John Eisfelder     08/25 

Samuel Gomez 08/27       

     

       

   

  

 

              

 
 
 
 
 

If you don’t see your birthday or 
anniversary on the list?  This means the 
Church office does not have your 
information. You may submit your 
information to the Church office by  
e-mail: 
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or 
call the church office (309) 692-0421 for 
an update information form. Thanks! 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 
Regular Worship Services 

 

 

                         Adult Sunday School                                8:30 a.m. 

                         Sunday Worship                                       9:45 a.m.  

          Nursery Available                                   10:00 a.m. 

                         After Worship Adult & Kids Classes       11:00 a.m. 

 

Bible Study and Prayer Times 

                                  

                             No morning or evening Bible Study in July and August. 

                         Bible study will resume in September. 

. 

                         Thursday Prayer Study Group                 10:30 a.m. 

                                      

Regular July Meetings 

 

                         July 9                    Finance   6:30 p.m. 

                         July 9                    Ad Board                       7:00 p.m. 

                         July 18                  SPRC    6:00 p.m 

                                             

                     

      

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Miranda Dinges * 309-670-0765 * mimi2005@msn.com  

Worship Director:  Lisa Rogers * 309-472-4472 * lsealine@yahoo.com  

Admin. Assistant: Norma Snodgrass * 331-216-4345 northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 

   

Church Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 Visit us on the web: www.nwunitedmethodist.org  

mailto:mimi2005@msn.com
mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

Basement Fire Drill July 14 at approximately 9:20 A.M 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

 

  

See Basement Map on the back of this page 



 

 

  



                                                     

                                                     Church Chuckles 

                                                                   
 

He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy.   

                                                                                          Job: 8-21 

 

 

                                             From Kathy Becker 

A few years ago we were camping with our family at Lake Le Aqua Na 

State Park in northern Illinois.  Our daughter went to the campground 

restroom and saw two little girls, old enough to read reading the sign above 

the sinks.  The sign said "No dog, dish or fish cleaning in this 

restroom".  One of the girls put her hand on her hip and rather 

incredulously asked, ”Why would anybody bring their fish camping, 

anyway?" 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a church chuckle (clean and funny) that you would like to share.  

Please e-mail it to northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or leave it in my church 

mailbox.  Norma 
 

 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 

We hope you have a blessed month! 

                                               Pastor Miranda, Lisa and Norma 


