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From the Pastor 

 

September has always been my favorite month. Perhaps it has something to do with my 

birthday falling at the end of it. Maybe it has something to do with the beginning of Fall. 

Growing up, I loved school, so maybe the beginning of the school year is represented to me by 

the month of September. Whatever it is, September always has a feeling of new beginnings for 

me. The fresh, cool winds and the beginning of the turning leaves. (Fall was my favorite season 

before it was cool. Although I must admit I do enjoy a good pumpkin spice latte, especially if it’s 

accompanied by a pumpkin scone.) Possibilities seem endless to me at this time of year.  

I hope that as you approach this next month, you will do so with the same kind of excitement. 

Life can always begin anew if we open ourselves to the possibility. If you are looking for 

something to bring change to your life, September will offer a few opportunities right here in 

our own church. Bible study will be starting up on Tuesday, September 18th at 9:30 a.m. and 6 

p.m. As a part of my ordination process, I must write and teach a Bible Study on Luke. This 

study will be different from the one we are doing in Sunday School. Speaking of which, you are 

welcome to join Sunday School at any time as well. I know 8:30 a.m. may seem a little early, but 

we have a great and welcoming group as well as donuts and coffee. We are currently doing a 

video series on Luke in which characters from the book share the story of the life of Jesus from 

their own perspective. In the Bible Study, we’ll be studying the parables of Jesus; going further 

in depth each week after a sermon on the same text the previous Sunday.  

For those of you around here who are new, like me, I want to start up a New at Northwest 

group! Be on the lookout for communication from me so we can develop a time that works best 

for you to begin meeting together at the end of September. While on the surface, this group 

will be to help you learn more about Northwest and the United Methodist Church so that you 

can decide whether membership is right for you, I hope it will also be an opportunity to make 

some new friends. We will meet at the parsonage over a meal and get to know one another, 

our community, and God. I would love to see each of you regular, nonmember attenders join 

Rob and I as we explore our new church together.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, I want to thank Northwest for your support as Rob and I finally settle into to our life 

together. It has been a crazy summer, as I am sure you have experienced as well. Now that 

we’re finally getting a schedule together, I want to invite you to reach out. I am available in 

several ways for questions, emergency pastoral visits, or just a cup of coffee to get to know me 

better.  

Parsonage: 309-670-0765 

Email: MiMi2005@msn.com 

Office Hours: Tues.- Fri. 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

While I don’t do text messages, I answer emails just as quickly. I would encourage you to email 

me with questions! Please feel free to call the parsonage anytime. I may not answer right away 

(telemarketers make life difficult, don’t they?), but I will get back to you as soon as possible. If I 

don’t have a meeting outside the church, I am always available during office hours. If these 

times don’t work for you, I would also love to make an appointment to meet you and talk about 

anything! Please feel free to contact me for any reason. I am here for you! Blessings to you and 

your family! 

In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Miranda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:MiMi2005@msn.com


 

 

 

From SPRC 
 

 

Pastoral Time: Use and Priorities 

Have you ever considered how a pastor spends their work time?  Have you thought 

about the wide range of activities and priorities a pastor may have to address during any 

given month? In the book The Pastor and the People, the author Lyle Schaller defines 

12 major categories of priorities that might be expected of a pastor, wide-ranging from 

office manager to denominational and ecumenical responsibilities, with the normally 

expected preaching, teaching, leading, etc. thrown into the mix.   During our Staff Parish 

Relations Committee (SPRC) meeting in July, Pastor Miranda and the other members 

of the Committee reviewed and discussed the 12 categories in terms of our Church and 

the vision and strategic plan of Northwest UMC.  Together we identified four pastoral 

focus areas for the coming year: Teaching, Leading Worship & Preaching, Personal & 

Spiritual Growth, and The Leader of leaders. (See below for descriptions as defined by 

Rev. Schaller.) These focus areas will assist Pastor Miranda in setting pastoral 

priorities, as well as help us members of the congregation as we work together to move 

the mission of the Church forward.  

  --Deborah Lauseng, SPRC co-chair 

  

Identified four focus areas for the coming year (as defined by Lyle Schaller): 

--Leading Worship and Preaching:  planning and conducting worship services, 

including sermon preparation and working with others who lead and participate in 

worship 

--Teaching: planning and/or teaching classes for church school teachers, teaching 

short term classes, teaching the confirmation classes, training laity in evangelism 

leadership, etc. 

--The Leader: serving as the leader of leaders in the congregation, the person who 

articulates the vision and focuses the work of the whole congregation on that vision 

--Personal and Spiritual Growth: developing and following a discipline of Bible and 

other devotional study, participating in programs of continuing education, and helping to 

plan and lead opportunities of growth for others 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Name Tags - to assist Pastor Miranda in learning our 
names, please wear your nametag (available at the 
Welcome Center) over the next several months.  
Nametags also help new visitors get to know us sooner. 
Did not find one for yourself?  Please add your name to 
the list so Norma can make one for you. Thank you! 
 
 
 

 

Thank You 
 

Thank you to everyone that helped with the 
Children’s Free Carnival! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                             

 

 



 

 

 

 

Educational and Spiritual Growth 

                                          

                                       Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

Bible Study will start again on September 18. 

                                              Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

Bible Study will start again on September 18. 

                         

                                                 Adult Sunday School 

8:30—Everyone is welcome to join us. This class meets in the Conference Room 

downstairs. 

 

 
                                                       
 
                                     
 
 
 

                                         
 
 
 
 
                                     
                                        
                                        

 



 

 

NUMC Events 
 
                                      
 

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic ~ We have a free medical clinic available to 

anyone who needs basic care.  The clinic hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 

Saturday, September 14.  If you or someone you know needs medical attention, 

please come or bring someone who might not have transportation.  Dr. Ted and 

Lisa Rogers serve this wonderful outreach ministry.  
 

                                      Chiropractor  
 

Dr Rob Crothers, a chiropractor is now seeing patients at our Heart of Christ 

Free Clinic.  If you have questions, please see Dr Ted or Lisa.            

                

               Volunteer for the Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic 

We are trying to develop a list of people that can be pleasant, take blood 

pressure, read the scales and can write.  If you meet these qualifications, please 

call and add your name to our list to help at the once-a-month health clinic.  

We need a list of volunteers to fill in very occasionally.  In other words, not 

every month, but when Lisa cannot make it, (which is very rare) we need a 

backup ready to fill in. Lisa is also willing to train anyone who is interested. 

Please give Joyce Dixon a call at 815-878-6840 for more details or to add your 

name to the list.                                      

                             

Senior Group Luncheon 

We will be meeting at  
Cracker Barrel 

September 19 at 11:30 AM.   

Cracker Barrel is located at  

150 E. Ashland St, Morton, Il.   
 

 If you plan on attending, please call Dorothy Swirmicky at  

309-691-8740 no later than September 16. 

                                  

 



 

 

Grief Share Classes 

Our 13-week program for Grief Share will start Wednesday, September 25.  

Grief share meets every Wednesday from 10:30 - 12:00. 

If you know someone this program would benefit please tell them about it. 

Call Karen at (217)-652-0808 for more information.  

 

                                   NUMC Prayer Partners  

The Prayer Group meets at NUMC Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m.  This month 

we are discussing the NUMC devotional for the day. If you would like more 

information, contact Dixie Rogers at 309-472-4336. 
                               

                

                NUMC Reads BOOK CLUB – September 2019 

                 

Would you be interested in joining book club? 

Why not join us? 

Have you ever thought about joining a book 
club?  Now is your opportunity!  The September 
meeting will be September 26, here at Northwest 
United Methodist Church at 6:30 PM.   

We will be reading “Silence” by Shusaku Endo.    
For more information, please call Deb Lauseng at 
734-748-3367.   We would love to have you join us. 

 
 
                                                                      

 



 

 

 

Overcomers Outreach 

is 

temporarily postponed! 

 

 

 

 

Do you have a Prayer Request? 

     Contact Dennis Messersmith at  

dmau@comcast.net.   

Don’t use email?   

 Please call the church at (309) 692-0421 

 

 

mailto:dmau@comcast.net
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Please, don’t forget to tie a knot and say 
a prayer for the person receiving the 

quilt! 

The quilt is on the round table in the 
fellowship hall. 

           Prayer Quilt 



 

 

September Mission 

                    ** I N V I T A T I O N  
What:    Birthday Party Luncheon 

   (Pastor Miranda’s Birthday) 

Where:  Northwest UMC Fellowship Hall 

When:  Sunday, September 29th 

Time:  After Church Service 

For:    Our Conference / Our Kids Campaign 

 

#  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  # 

 

Pastor Miranda has requested that instead of gifts for her birthday, she 

would like for everyone to contribute to the Our Conference/Our Kids 

campaign that the Illinois Great Rivers Conference is conducting to start an 

endowment fund to enable the conference to continue to provide Spiritual 

Directors at their five facilities that provide services to children.   

 

There will be a tri-fold display in the Fellowship Hall indicating various gifts 

that Pastor Miranda would like to receive (designated by dollar amounts). 

Please take one or more “gifts” and contribute that amount to the Our 

Conference / Our Kids Campaign.   

 

If you have any questions, contact either Nylene Bradburn or Karol Castens 

 Proverbs 19:17 ~ Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, 

and he will reward them for what they have done. 

 

http://www.dailyclipart.net/clipart/category/graduation-clip-art/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


 

 

NUMC Music Ministry 

If you would like to participate in the music ministry through choir, praise 
band, chimes, special music, small group ensembles, please text 
(preferred) or call our music director Lisa at 309-472-4472. 
  
 

Request from the Administrative Staff 

If you have materials or information for the newsletter or weekly bulletin, or if you 

have a change of address or telephone number, please email or leave a note in 

Norma's mailbox in the fellowship hall.  Thank you! 

                                                  

Altar Flowers 

Please, don’t forget to sign up for your altar flowers!  The forms and calendar are 

in the glass case in the fellowship hall.  The flowers are $20.00 and you can take 

the flowers home with you after church.                          

 
  

Northwest UMC Directory 

 We will be updating our church directory! 

Lifetouch pictures will be at Northwest UMC to take pictures on 
September 9.  This is for someone that is not in our church directory, if 
you have had life changes or if you would like to have a different picture 
in the directory. 
  
Here is the link to set up you appointment –  
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b0v91tcq/ 

  
If you would like for Vicki Krost to book your appointment below is her 
email address - 

vkrost53@gmail.com 

 
                                                                                                                                                         

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b0v91tcq/
mailto:vkrost53@gmail.com


 

 

Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries in the Months of September & October  

               

September Anniversaries 

Stephen & Earlene Wood  09/08  

Mike & Vicki Krost 09/09  

Robert & Cheryl Bryant 09/18 

 

                          

September Birthdays 

Courtney Scott 09/02 

George Staley  09/02 

Gary Castens 09/03 

Rick Dancey  09/04 

Grace Reynolds 09/08 

Cheryl Bryant  09/11 

Victor Snodgrass     09/14 

Natalie Hammitt 09/26 

Diana Traver                               09/27 

Pastor Miranda Denler              09/29    

      

   

 

 

            October Anniversaries 

Ed & Teresa Hu  10/01 

Randy & Marilyn Anderson 10/03 

Vic & Norma Snodgrass 10/05 

John & Barbara Eisfelder          10/06            

Joe & Jana Ryan 10/23 

Ted & Sandy Osman                  10/28 

             

                   October Birthdays 

Vicki Johnson                             10/03 

Mike Krost 10/06    

Ginger Reynolds  10/12 

Chuck Traver 10/12 

Cameron Lauseng  10/13    

George Switzer    10/17 

 

 

              

 
 
 
 
 

 

If you don’t see your birthday or 
anniversary on the list?  This means the 
Church office does not have your 
information. You may submit your 
information to the Church office by  
e-mail: 
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or 
call the church office (309) 692-0421 for 
an update information form. Thanks! 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 

Local Events 
 
 

A Get Ready to Pack Shoeboxes Meeting! 

This is an informative Meeting!  
 

September 21:  

Get Ready to Pack Shoeboxes!! 

Sept 21: TWO EVENTS to choose from:  

 

2:00pm St Mark's Lutheran Church, Washington 

200 S Main Street  

 

10:00am Northwoods Community Church, Peoria 

10700 N Allen Road  
 

Register to win a 5' OCC standup banner for your church!  

Everyone receives some OCC new style shoeboxes.  

 

 

National Collection Week: Nov 18 - 25, 2019  

 

If you have questions please contact Chuck Traver at 

309-370-4742. 

 
 



 

 

Aspire 
Women’s Events 

 
1 night – 3 hours- Just for Women 

An evening full of laughter, leaning, 
stories & music! 

 
Saturday, September 21 

First United Methodist Church 
116 NE Perry Ave 
Peoria, Il  61603 
6:00 P.M.  Show 

5:00 P.M. VIP Doors Open 
5:30 P.M. GA Doors Open 

 
Author & Speaker Melissa Spoelstra 

Comedy by Sally Baucke 
Worship with Mia Koehne 

 
Purchase ticket at 480-812-1100 

Or online at: 
ASPIREWOMENSEVENTS.COM 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

October 

4-5 

Friday-

Saturday 

 

  

Opening to God rescheduled 

 

The Opening to God retreat that was 

postponed earlier this year has been 

rescheduled for Oct. 4-5 at Little Grassy Camp. 

 

Persons that registered for the original retreat 

need not re-register for the October event, 

although several workshop choices have 

changed from the offerings of the earlier date. 

Those registrants will need to confirm 

workshop selections for the October retreat. 

 

New registrants are welcome. 

 

Registration is open until Sept. 20.  

  

 

 

If you are interested in attending, please contact the 

church office at 309-692-0421 

 



 

 

Regular Worship Services 
 

 

                         Adult Sunday School                                 8:30 a.m. 

                         Sunday Worship                                        9:45 a.m.  

          Nursery Available                                    10:00 a.m. 

                          

Bible Study and Prayer Times 

                                 

                             September 18 Morning Bible Study            9:30 a.m.   

                         September 18 Evening Bible Study           6:00 p.m. 

                         September 18 Choir Practice                      7:00 p.m. 

                                         

                         Thursday Prayer Study Group                  10:30 a.m. 

                                      

Regular September Meetings 

 

                         September 3         Trustee Meeting      7:00 p.m.  
                 September 5          SPRC            6:00 p.m. 
                         September 10        Ad Board                       7:00 p.m. 
                                             

                     

      

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Miranda Denler * 309-670-0765 * mimi2005@msn.com  

Worship Director:  Lisa Rogers * 309-472-4472 * lsealine@yahoo.com  

Admin. Assistant: Norma Snodgrass * 331-216-4345 northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 

   

Church Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 Visit us on the web: www.nwunitedmethodist.org  

mailto:mimi2005@msn.com
mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 

                                                                         

                                                     Church Chuckles 

                                                 

Be Thankful 
 

 

Thank God for dirty dishes;  

they have a story to tell. 

While others may go hungry, 

We’re eating very well. 

With home, health & happiness, 

We shouldn’t want to fuss, 

For by the stack of evidence – God’s very good to us! 

 

Submitted by Lisa Rogers – Thank you Lisa! 

 

 

He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy.   

 
 

                                                                                          Job: 8-21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

If you have a church chuckle (clean and funny) that you would like to share.  

Please e-mail it to northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or leave it in my church 

mailbox.  Norma 
 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 
Happy Fall! 

Pastor Miranda, Lisa, & Norma 


