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October 2019 
 

From the Pastor 
 
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference Congregational Development Office provided 
two opportunities for learning in our district last month. I had the privilege of 
attending the Reaching New People workshop with the Community Care Team 
and the Ad Council joined me for an evening session entitled Nones and Dones. 
Both workshops challenged attenders to think outside the box about being the 
Church in our community. I thought I would share some of the information from 
these sessions that most surprised and challenged me. 
A survey of people living inside the bounds of our Annual Conference shows that 
there are 2 million who consider themselves spiritual but not religious. 200,000 of 
these consider themselves to be United Methodist when asked which church they 
would affiliate with. In the United States, of those who are not involved in a 
church, 75% have religious interest and nearly 50% would be open to having a 
Gospel centered conversation. Even more eye opening, over 50% said they would 
attend church if they were invited by a family member or friend. But, despite this 
field ripe for the harvest, only 2% of Christians invite an unchurched person each 
year. That means, based on our weekly attendance, that it’s likely only one of you 
have invited an unchurched person to join us for worship in the past year. The 
truth is, people are more likely to attend church if they are invited by someone 
they know. The church can be a scary place for someone completely unfamiliar 
with the rituals and unspoken rules. Seeing someone you know in the sanctuary 
to sit next and follow along with is comforting.  
Some of you may be saying to yourself, “Well, I don’t know anyone who doesn’t 
go to church.” This is where the hard part of being a Christian comes in. Jesus 
spent time with people who would never have stepped foot into the temple. If we 
are living with Christ as our example, then we should be building relationship with 
those outside of the Church. Perhaps this means joining a gym and trying to get to 
know those who are there at the same time as you. Maybe this means striking up 
conversation with a worker at a store you shop at often and seeking them out 
every time you’re there. Where are you making space in your life to reach outside 
of your church bubble and meet those different than yourself? 



 

 

We are already opening our doors through the free clinic and GriefShare classes. 
Our leadership has taken steps to help us to think outside the box on being the 
Church in our community. These amazing programs are showing the love of Christ 
to people who may never have felt it before. Still, we each have a responsibility to 
share that love ourselves. As you go about your daily life, I encourage you to be 
open to meeting new people. Just having a willing spirit and open heart lets God 
know that you are ready for miraculous intervention. You never know who God 
may put in your path if you make yourself ready. Also, take a step of faith and 
enter a place you’ve never been before. There are thousands of people in our 
community ready and willing to learn more about God and you have a story to tell 
about what God has done in your life. God is already at work everywhere and so 
have faith that where you go the Spirit will be ready to lead you in meeting the 
right people. Most of all, don’t give up. There may be some who are not ready to 
start coming to church, but the seeds you plant now about the love of God may 
bloom and fruit in the future. Be faithful because God has been faithful to you. 
Go. God has sent you. Listen. Hear the cries of the people of God. Invite. God is 
already at work in the hearts of those you will speak to.  
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Miranda 
 
 

From SPRC 
Need to contact Pastor Miranda?  Do you have something you would like 
to discuss with her or have information to pass along to her?  Pastor 
Miranda and the members of the Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) 
want you to know the best method of reaching Pastor Miranda is by 
emailing her (--she receives notifications directly on her cell phone), or by 
leaving her a voice message on the parsonage phone.  Contacting her 
during scheduled office hours is another option.  However, she does not do 
text messaging.  Please make sure to include in your message how you 
would like her to get back in touch with you and she will contact you as 
soon as she is available. In case of emergencies, if possible, please send 
an email and leave a voice message. You may also reach out to any 
member of SPRC. 
 
Pastor Miranda's email: MiMi2005@msn.com;  
Parsonage phone: 309-670-0765 
Office hours: Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. (afternoons are for 
visitations); Church Office phone: 309-692-0421 

mailto:MiMi2005@msn.com


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

As we move into the season of thanks for all that we have been 
blessed with, take a moment to bless Pastor Miranda with your 
words of appreciation or small tokens of gratitude throughout 
the month. 

 

 
 
Name Tags - to assist Pastor Miranda in learning our 
names, please wear your nametag (available at the 
Welcome Center) over the next several months.  
Nametags also help new visitors get to know us sooner. 
Did not find one for yourself?  Please add your name to 
the list so Norma can make one for you. Thank you! 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Thank You! 
 

 

To everyone that contributed to  
Our conference/Our Kids Campaign! 

 
 

 
                                     
 
 
                             

 
 
 

Educational and Spiritual Growth 
                                          

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
Bible Study starts at 9:30 AM 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
Bible Study starts at 6:00 PM 

                         
                                          Adult Sunday School  
8:30—Everyone is welcome to join us. This class meets in the 
Conference Room downstairs. 
 

 
                                                       
 
                                     
 
 
 

                                         
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
Children and Youth 

 
Sunday School for Children and Youth Beginning in November 

 

 
A very exciting opportunity for us as a Community of Christ is before us!  
The number of children in our congregation has grown and we are 
called to disciple them!  The Discipleship Committee has met with 
parents and the Pastor to work out a program for organized Sunday 
School classes to begin on November 3. 
 
We will be having these Sunday School classes at the same time as the 
Sunday morning Adult Sunday School time, starting at 8:30am.  The 
classes we have planned are as follows. 
 
Children Sunday School Classes 
4 year olds – 6 year olds 
7 year olds – 10 year olds 
 
The two children age groups will start their class together viewing a 
teaching video series appropriate for both age groups, then separating 
into the two classes for age appropriate discussions and teaching for 
the two classes for the last half of class. 

                                     
                                                             

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Confirmation Class/5th grade - 8th grade (8:45) 
 

 

The Youth Sunday School class will start out with a Confirmation Class 
program, led by Pastor Miranda.  Though this class is designated as 
being through 8th grade, it would still be engaging and important for 
youth in high school! 
As a People of God, we have been given this opportunity to provide real 
discipleship opportunity for our kids!  We will need, of course, 
volunteers to support these classes.  Whether you wish to teach, or 
only support by being there, we need you!  We would like a large 
“brigade” of volunteers, so that a rotation of Sunday School teaching 
and support can be done. 
On the Sundays of October 20th and 27th, we will hold training courses 
for those that volunteer.  If you wish to volunteer but can’t make either 
of these days for training, other arrangements can be made to get you 
trained, so don’t let those dates prevent you from stepping into this 
important ministry! 
If you have questions about volunteering and what will be involved, you 
can speak with Cameron after the service.  You may also email 
Cameron at cqlauseng@gmail.com with any questions you have. 
God is Good!  Let us engage in this important work He has given to us! 
Mathew 19:14 - but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do 
not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 
                                                  

Children’s Church 
As of November 3rd we will no longer have children’s church. 
There will be tables at the back of the church with age appropriate 
children’s bulletins.  
Please consider signing up to volunteer and sit in the back with the 
children. 

mailto:cqlauseng@gmail.com


 

 

 
NUMC Events 

                                       

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic ~ We have a free medical clinic available to 

anyone who needs basic care.  The clinic hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 

Saturday, October 12.  If you or someone you know needs medical attention, 

please come or bring someone who might not have transportation.  Dr. Ted and 

Lisa Rogers serve this wonderful outreach ministry.  
 

                                      Chiropractor  
 

Dr Rob Crothers, a chiropractor is now seeing patients at our Heart of Christ 

Free Clinic.  If you have questions, please see Dr Ted or Lisa.            
                

               Volunteer for the Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic 

We are trying to develop a list of people that can be pleasant, take blood 

pressure, read the scales and can write.  If you meet these qualifications, please 

call and add your name to our list to help at the once-a-month health clinic.  

We need a list of volunteers to fill in very occasionally.  In other words, not 

every month, but when Lisa cannot make it, (which is very rare) we need a 

backup ready to fill in. Lisa is also willing to train anyone who is interested. 

Please give Joyce Dixon a call at 815-878-6840 for more details or to add your 

name to the list.                                      
                             

Senior Group Luncheon 

We will be meeting at 
Fairview Farms 

October 17 at 11:30 AM.   

Fairview Farms is located at  

5911 W Heuermann Rd, Peoria, IL  61607   
 

 If you plan on attending, please call Dorothy Swirmicky at  

309-691-8740 no later than October  14. 

                                  

 

 

 



 

 

Grief Share Classes 

Our 13-week program for Grief Share meets every Wednesday from 10:30 - 12:00. 

If you or someone you know could benefit from this program please contact 

Karen at (217)-652-0808 for more information.  

 

                                   NUMC Prayer Partners  

The Prayer Group meets at NUMC Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m.  This month 

we are discussing “Miracles of Jesus”. If you would like more information, 

contact Dixie Rogers at 309-472-4336. 
                               

                

                NUMC Reads BOOK CLUB – October 2019 

                 

Would you be interested in joining book club? 

Why not join us? 

Have you ever thought about joining a book club?  Now is 
your opportunity!  The October meeting will be October 31, 
here at Northwest United Methodist Church at 6:30 PM.   

We will be reading “A Piece of the World”  
by Christina Baker Kline.    
For more information, please call Deb Lauseng at 734-

748-3367.   We would love to have you join us. 

 
 

 
Testing! Testing! 

We are excited to announce that Northwest UMC will be 
testing a new system called AudioFetch!  AudioFetch provides 

real-time audio streaming and hearing assistive systems for our 
worship service.  Be on the lookout for more information at the 

end of October! 

   
Do you have a Prayer Request? 



 

 

     

 

Contact Dennis Messersmith at 

dmau@comcast.net. 

Don’t use email? 

Please call the church at (309) 692-0421 

 

 

 
 

Please, don’t forget to tie a knot and say a prayer for 
the person receiving the quilt! 

The quilt is on the round table in the fellowship hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Quilt 

mailto:dmau@comcast.net


 

 

October Mission 

 
Operation Christmas Child 

 

 

 

 

What goes into the box is fun, but what comes out of it is eternal! Be 
a part of changing children’s lives all over the world in Jesus’ name 
through the power of a simple gift with Operation Christmas Child. All 
Shoeboxes should be returned to the church by November 12.  
 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING: candy, toothpaste, gum, food of any kind, 
liquids, lotions, medications, vitamins, breakable items, glass 
containers, aerosol cans, war-related items and used or damaged 
goods.  

 
The date for the Packing Party will be November 15! There will be 
yummy pizza on that date! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proverbs 19:17 ~ Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, 
and he will reward them for what they have done. 

 



 

 

 

NUMC Music Ministry 

If you would like to participate in the music ministry through choir, praise 
band, chimes, special music, small group ensembles, please text 
(preferred) or call our music director Lisa at 309-472-4472. 
  
 

Request from the Administrative Staff 
If you have materials or information for the newsletter or weekly bulletin, or if you 
have a change of address or telephone number, please email or leave a note in 
Norma's mailbox in the fellowship hall.  Thank you! 
                                                  

 
Update Information 

 

We are updating our church directory information! 
If your address or phone number has changed please contact the 
church office at 309-692-0421 or leave a note on Norma’s desk! 

 
 
 

Atar Flowers 

Please, don’t forget to sign up for your altar flowers!  The forms and calendar are 
in the glass case in the fellowship hall.  The flowers are $20.00 and you can take 
the flowers home with you after church.                                                                                                                                  

 

 

New at Northwest 
 

Not a member of Northwest?  You’re welcome to join a small group 
beginning this month!  Come get to know others who are new here over a 
meal every 2 weeks.  We’ll learn together about the UMC and Northwest.  

We’ll also serve together in the community. 
Thursday, October 17th at 7:00 P.M. 

Parsonage:  3910 N. Keenland Ave, Peoria, Il 61614 
Dinner Provided.  

(Please contact Pastor Miranda with any dietary restrictions) 
Childcare can be provided, please contact Pastor Miranda. 



 

 

 
Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries in the Months of October & November  
               

 
 
 
 

October Anniversaries 
 
Ed & Teresa Hu   10/01 
Randy & Marilyn Anderson10/03 
Vic & Norma Snodgrass  10/05 
John & Barbara Eisfelder    10/06   
Joe & Jana Ryan  10/23 
Ted & Sandy Osman           10/28       
 

                          
October Birthdays 

Vicki Johnson                      10/03 
Mike Krost 10/06    
Ginger Reynolds  10/12 
Chuck Traver 10/12 
Cameron Lauseng  10/13    
George Switzer    10/17 
     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

November Anniversaries 
 
Cam & Deb Lauseng 11/11 
Ted & Lisa Rogers 11/18          
Bob & Alicia Booth 11/23 
Gary & Vicki Baumgarten 11/24 
Duane & Andrea Dean 11/24 
Bob & Vicki Johnson 11/28 
             
                   November Birthdays 
Joshua Anderson 11/02 
Vicki Krost 11/03    
Duane Dean 11/07 
Angela Fleming 11/08 
Carol Payne 11/10    
Shannon Gruber 11/11 
Janice Jackson 11/13 
Caleb Kohout 11/16 
Kim Dancey 11/17 
Norma Snodgrass 11/20 
Chuck Gabbert 11/26 
Gayle Lamie 11/28 
 
 

              

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you don’t see your birthday or 
anniversary on the list?  This means the 
Church office does not have your 
information. You may submit your 
information to the Church office by  
e-mail: 
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or 
call the church office (309) 692-0421 for 
an update information form. Thanks! 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 
 

Local Events 
 

Empowered Leadership Conference 

October 26 – Hope Church in Springfield, IL 
 

 
We are excited to offer you a new, unique conference! At this event 

you will learn how our faith in Jesus helps us to be a stronger leaders - 
in our community, in our workplace, in our churches, and in our 

ministry! 
 

Topics Include: 
Sharing the Gospel in our Secular Age 

Servant Leadership 
Defining Leadership: Finding Christian Clarity to Effectively Influence 

Others 
Casting a vision, Leaving a Legacy 

and more! 
 

Detailed schedule and more information is available on our website - 
www.westernilfca.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.westernilfca.org/


 

 

                                             Men’s Ministry 
UMC Brothers, 

The Illinois River District Leadership Team has asked me to take on 

the task of helping grow and strengthen our district’s men’s ministries.  

We are a diverse district with many different types of men’s groups.  

Some are large, some are small and some churches do not have a 

men’s group at this time. 

In an effort to help each of our churches grow and strengthen our 

men’s ministries we are beginning by hosting a couple of men’s 

gatherings to share how different churches men’s groups operate and 

serve. 

The first of these gatherings will be held at Canton Wesley 

UMC, Thursday October 10th, 6:00-7:30 p.m.  A Manly meal will 

be served and the Manito Community UMC men’s group will be 

the program.   

The second gathering will be held at Pekin 1st UMC, Monday 

November 11th, 6:00-7:30 p.m.  Again, a Manly meal will be 

served, but this time Willow Hill UMC men’s group will be the 

program.   

By attending each of these gatherings you will get to see how four 

different men’s groups operate and serve, plus enjoy some quality 

fellowship and a Manly meal.  All men are welcome to attend.  If, 

these two gatherings are well received our plan is to find two more 

sites and two more men’s groups to share after the first of the year. 

Your Brother in Christ, 
Pastor Steve Oaks 

Manito Community UMC 

109 S Washington St 
Manito IL 61546 

 
 
 

If you would like to attend this gathering, please contact our 
Northwest UMC church office – 309-692-0421. 

 
 
 



 

 

 
Regular Worship Services 

 

 

                         Adult Sunday School                                 8:30 a.m. 

                         Sunday Worship                                        9:45 a.m.  

                 Nursery Available                               8:30 -11:00 a.m. 

                          

Bible Study and Prayer Times 

                                 

                             Wednesday Morning Bible Study            9:30 a.m.   

                         Wednesday Evening Bible Study       6:00 p.m. 

                         Wednesday Choir Practice                      7:00 p.m. 

                                         

                         Thursday Prayer Study Group               10:30 a.m. 

                                      

Regular September Meetings 

 

October 06  Community Care              After Church 
                      October 10          SPRC                              6:00 p.m. 
                          October 15            Ad Board                          7:00 p.m. 
                          October 22            Trustees Meeting          7:00 p.m. 
                          October 24            SPRC                                6:00 p.m. 
                                             

                     

      

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Miranda Denler * 309-670-0765 * mimi2005@msn.com  

Worship Director:  Lisa Rogers * 309-472-4472 * lsealine@yahoo.com  

Admin. Assistant: Norma Snodgrass * 331-216-4345 northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 

   

Church Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 Visit us on the web: www.nwunitedmethodist.org  

mailto:mimi2005@msn.com
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                                                     Church Chuckles 

                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Nylene Bradeburn! 

 

 

 

 

He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy.   

 
 

                                                                                          Job: 8-21 

 



 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

If you have a church chuckle (clean and funny) that you would like to share.  

Please e-mail it to northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or leave it in my church 

mailbox.  Norma 
 

 

Blessings, 
Pastor Miranda, Lisa, and Norma 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net

