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From the Pastor 
 
We spent several sessions in Bible Study recently talking about living with grateful hearts and how that 
changes your attitude in life. As I sit on this rainy day and write this article, I can’t help thinking about 
how grateful I am. It seems appropriate with Thanksgiving on the horizon. I am so grateful for every one 
of you who have made me feel so at home here at Northwest. Each of your notes last month for Pastor 
Appreciation are greatly treasured. I am grateful for my wonderful husband and my furry dog who drives 
me nuts. Every opportunity that God gives me to serve the Kingdom is another opportunity for me to 
choose gratitude. 
Sometimes I’m good at making that choice and other times I’m not. It often depends on how much sleep 
I’ve gotten or the last time I had a meal. And yet, God doesn’t really give us an out for living into 
gratitude. There’s no time off or sick days. Being grateful is just a part of the Christian life, in all times 
and places. We are reminded during certain times of the year, like Thanksgiving, that we should be 
making gratitude a priority in our lives, but that often doesn’t translate into our busy schedules. A life of 
gratitude is one that recognizes the hand of God in small and big situations. We should be grateful for 
the moments that bring us closer to God and to who God has called us to be. I must remind myself that 
even moments of constructive criticism from you all or my family are opportunities to be grateful. The 
grace shown to me through the chance to be better and to grow as a person of God is important.  
Colossians 3:12-17 reminds us of who we are meant to be in Christ: 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all 
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to 
peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish 
one another with all wisdom and as you sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude 
in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

As you gather with friends and family during the upcoming holiday season, don’t forget to be grateful. 
Do everything in the name of Jesus, giving thanks to God. Praise the Lord while baking that pie! 
Remember your blessings while driving in the snow! Be in prayer for all those in your life you enjoy! 
Keep that gratitude journal into the new year! Whatever it is that reminds you to be thankful, do it, 
starting now! 
Rob and I would like to invite you to the parsonage for an open house. Please plan to stop by, have 
some Fall treats, and see the plans for the kitchen renovation coming in the Spring. We are grateful for 
the roof over our heads that you provide for us and this is one small way for us to give back to you and 
our community. We want to use this opportunity to also help those in the Bahamas who are still 
struggling to recover from Hurricane Dorian. At the open house, we will be collecting items for Personal 
Dignity Kits for the Midwest Mission Distribution Center, as well as monetary donations. Please consider  
 



 

 

 
bringing some of the items on the list with you when you come to visit our home. We hope to see you 
there! 
 
Fall Open House 
Saturday, November 23rd 1-4 p.m. 
3910 N. Keenland Ave. 
Peoria, IL 61614 
Items Being Collected: 

 Bath hand towels – no kitchen towels 

 Bath washcloths – no kitchen dishcloths 

 Combs – no rattail, pocket size, or picks 

 Nail/Toenail clippers – no nail files or emery boards 

 Adult Toothbrushes – packaged individually 

 Shampoo – 3-4 oz. 

 Deodorant – 2-3 oz., stick or roll on 

 Bar Soap – 3-4 oz. 

 Razors with guards 

 Toothpaste – 2.5 oz. or larger 

 1 gallon sealable plastic bags 

 
 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Miranda 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

From the Trustees 
The Illinois Department of Transportation has announced their plans for the next 5 
years.  Included in that plan is Route 150 (War Memorial Drive) that runs by the church.  The 
state is planning to spend over $37,000,000.00 to work over the stretch of road from west of 
Orange Prairie Road to west of the intersection Sterling and Glen Avenue.  This money will be 
for Construction Engineering, Land Acquisition, Standard Overlay, Shoulder Reconstruction, 
Curb and Gutter, Sidewalks, Intersection Reconstruction and Utility Adjustment.   The Trustees 
of NUMC will be watching these plans to see what effect it may have on our frontage. 
 

New Tables 
The Trustees of Northwest UMC are in the process of ordering new tables.  We are getting 8 
seminar tables that are 18” wide and 6’ long.  These will be placed in the large meeting room in 
the lower level of the church. 
 Also being ordered are 20 banquet tables, these will be used throughout the building.  
The new tables will replace the very heavy wood/metal tables we have had for years.  If you 
know of someone/someplace that could use our old tables, please let us know. 
 

NUMC Audio Fetch 
During the month of November, we will be testing a device to help those of us with hearing problems in 
the sanctuary.  This will be a 30-day test, each Sunday we will have a device hooked up the sound 
system, you will be able to connect to it via our WI-FI using your personal smartphone (If you don’t have 
one, we will get you one to use for this purpose.  If you have a phone you’d like to donate, let us know).  
You will be able to adjust the volume from where you are, using a smartphone and either your 
Bluetooth hearing device or a set of earphones.  Information will be provided in the Sunday bulletins 
and some of us will be trained to assist anyone wanting to give it a test.  For more information call or see 
Mike Krost. 

 
 

NUMC Work Day - Saturday, November 16, 2019 at 9 A.M 
  

A day to prepare the ground and building for winter, we will be working inside and outside.  
Here are some of the tasks we hope to complete that day –  
 

Leaf Pick up 
Remove dead trees 
Smooth out area around area where oak tree fell last year 
Clear around storage shed 
Trim/Pull vegetation around building and drive 
Put tools/equipment away 
Patch driveway entrance 
Disinfect toys in nursery/toddler area 
Kitchen Clean/declutter 
Wash windows/sills inside 
Other projects/tasks as they come up 



 

 

 

 

Thank You! 
 

 

To everyone that contributed to  
Operation Christmas Child 

 
 

 
                                     
 
 
                             

 
 
 

Educational and Spiritual Growth 
                                          

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
Bible Study starts at 9:30 AM 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
Bible Study starts at 6:00 PM 

                         
                                          Adult Sunday School  
8:30—Everyone is welcome to join us. This class meets in the 
Conference Room downstairs. 
 

 
                                                       
 
                                     
 
 
 

 



 

 

For Morning Bible Study in Nov.-Dec. 
 
The Miracles of Jesus – Jennie Allen – Video Bible Study with Discussion Questions 
Miracles of Jesus explores all four Gospels with teaching from Jennie Allen, Bianca 
Juárez Olthoff, Jada Edwards, and Sadie Robertson. Discover the ways Jesus healed, 
provided for, calmed, and resurrected the people he encountered. This seven-session 
study is about believing in the power of God who can accomplish anything. There’s 
nothing too big or too small for us to bring to him. 
 
When we take time to learn about the overflowing kindness Jesus demonstrated to all 
kinds of people through miracles during his time on earth, we realize that he is radically 
generous, compassionate, and honoring toward all people. As you watch teaching from 
the places in Israel where Jesus performed miracles and dig into God’s Word, you will 
end the study in awe of the Messiah who relentlessly seeks, saves, and restores us. 

 
 

For Evening Bible Study in Nov. 
 
The Root of Riches – Chuck Bentley – Video Lecture Series that Corresponds with Stewardship 
Series in Nov. 
What if everything you think about money is wrong? 
 
Most of us believe that the more we have the richer we become. This is an age-old 
assumption considered as true as the law of gravity. Thousands of books have offered 
steps, formulas, makeovers, investment guides, motivational stories and philosophies to 
set the non-rich on the sure road to riches. But is there more to becoming rich than the 
accumulation of money? 
 

The Root of Riches is bursting with insight and practical examples. This series based 
on the first book by Chuck Bentley, CEO of Crown Financial Ministries, will change how 
you think about money and transform how you live.   
 
For Evening Bible Study in Dec. 
 
Prodigal Perspectives – Chris Seay – Video Series with Discussion that Corresponds with Advent 
Series in Dec. 
Can I tell you how I really feel? 
 
Guilt, shame, entitlement, bitterness, grief-stricken ... our relationships with others 
surface a variety of feelings   In these three Bible study sessions, viewers will 
experience the Prodigal Son story of the Bible through the eyes of the younger son, the 
elder son and the father as performed in separate, dramatic films by professional 
actor/writer, Jason Hildebrand. 
 
After each short film, Chris Seay will walk us through the scripture helping us to 
understand how jealousy, selfishness and forgiveness affect our own lives and 
relationships.   
 



 

 

 
                                         

 
Children and Youth 

 
Sunday School for Children and Youth Beginning in November 

 

 
A very exciting opportunity for us as a Community of Christ is before us!  
The number of children in our congregation has grown and we are 
called to disciple them!  The Discipleship Committee has met with 
parents and the Pastor to work out a program for organized Sunday 
School classes to begin on November 3. 
 
We will be having these Sunday School classes at the same time as the 
Sunday morning Adult Sunday School time, starting at 8:30am.  The 
classes we have planned are as follows. 
 
Children Sunday School Classes 
4 year olds – 6 year olds 
7 year olds – 10 year olds 
 
The two children age groups will start their class together viewing a 
teaching video series appropriate for both age groups, then separating 
into the two classes for age appropriate discussions and teaching for 
the two classes for the last half of class. 

                                     
                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Confirmation Class/5th grade - 8th grade (8:45) 

 

 

The Youth Sunday School class will start out with a Confirmation Class 
program, led by Pastor Miranda.  Though this class is designated as 
being through 8th grade, it would still be engaging and important for 
youth in high school! 
As a People of God, we have been given this opportunity to provide real 
discipleship opportunity for our kids!  We will need, of course, 
volunteers to support these classes.  Whether you wish to teach, or 
only support by being there, we need you!  We would like a large 
“brigade” of volunteers, so that a rotation of Sunday School teaching 
and support can be done. 
If you have questions about volunteering and what will be involved, you 
can speak with Cameron after the service.  You may also email 
Cameron at cqlauseng@gmail.com with any questions you have. 
God is Good!  Let us engage in this important work He has given to us! 
Mathew 19:14 - but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do 
not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 
                                                  

Children’s Church 
As of November 3rd we will no longer have children’s church. 
There will be tables at the back of the church with age appropriate 
children’s bulletins.  
Please consider signing up to volunteer and sit in the back with the 
children. 
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NUMC Events 
                                       

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic ~ We have a free medical clinic available to 

anyone who needs basic care.  The clinic hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 

Saturday, November 9.  If you or someone you know needs medical attention, 

please come or bring someone who might not have transportation.  Dr. Ted and 

Lisa Rogers serve this wonderful outreach ministry.  
 

                                      Chiropractor  
 

Dr Rob Crothers, a chiropractor is now seeing patients at our Heart of Christ 

Free Clinic.  If you have questions, please see Dr Ted or Lisa.            
                

                

Volunteer for the Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic 

 

We are trying to develop a list of people that can be pleasant, take blood 

pressure, read the scales and can write.  If you meet these qualifications, please 

call and add your name to our list to help at the once-a-month health clinic.  

We need a list of volunteers to fill in very occasionally.  In other words, not 

every month, but when Lisa cannot make it, (which is very rare) we need a 

backup ready to fill in. Lisa is also willing to train anyone who is interested. 

Please give Joyce Dixon a call at 815-878-6840 for more details or to add your 

name to the list.                                      
                             

 

Senior Group Luncheon 

We will be meeting at 
Blended 

November 21 at 11:30 AM.   

Blended is located at  

4100 W. Willow Knolls Dr, Peoria, IL  61607   
 

 If you plan on attending, please call Dorothy Swirmicky at  

309-691-8740 no later than November 19. 

                                  

 

 



 

 

Grief Share Classes 

Our 13-week program for Grief Share meets every Wednesday from 10:30 - 12:00. 

If you or someone you know could benefit from this program please contact 

Karen at (217)-652-0808 for more information.  

 

                                   NUMC Prayer Partners  

The Prayer Group meets at NUMC Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m.  This month 

we are discussing “Miracles of Jesus”. If you would like more information, 

contact Dixie Rogers at 309-472-4336. 
                               

                

                NUMC Reads BOOK CLUB – November 2019 

                 

Would you be interested in joining book club? 

Why not join us? 

Have you ever thought about joining a book club?  Now is 
your opportunity!  The November meeting has been 
rescheduled to December 3rd, here at Northwest United 
Methodist Church at 6:30 PM.   

We will be reading “All the Light We Cannot See”  
by Anthony Doerr. There will be no other meeting in 
December.     
For more information, please call Deb Lauseng at  

734-748-3367.   We would love to have you join us. 

 
 

 
     

 

Contact Dennis Messersmith at 

dmau@comcast.net. 

Don’t use email? 

Please call the church at (309) 692-0421 

mailto:dmau@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 
 

Please, don’t forget to tie a knot and say a prayer for 
the person receiving the quilt! 

The quilt is on the round table in the fellowship hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Quilt 



 

 

 

November Mission 

Child Restoration 
 

 
 

** Plan Ahead for December ** 
 

Outreach Committee’s Mission focus for November will be to  

** Plan Ahead for December **.  In December we have the 

Christmas Angel Tree where we purchase items for Peoria 

Homeless Vets and a Local Family.  The items for the Homeless 

Vets  have to be handed in by December 8th due to their annual 

Christmas Party.  The wrapped items for the Local Family will 

need to be handed in by December 22nd.   Look for the tags on 

the Angel Tree at the end of November. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

** CHRISTMAS SHOPPING IN NOVEMBER ** 

 
When Brenda Lewis (Child Restoration).  Brenda will be here in 

November and she will have her scarves and jewelry with her.  So, plan 

on attending a showing to get some early Christmas shopping done.  

Don’t forget to tell your family and friends!!!! 

 WHERE: Northwest United Methodist Church (Fellowship Hall) 

 WHEN:          Sunday, November 24, 2019 

Don’t forget to shop after service! 
            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proverbs 19:17 ~ Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, 
and he will reward them for what they have done. 

 

https://childrestoration.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/tri-8.jpg
https://childrestoration.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/img_3880.jpg


 

 

NUMC Music Ministry 

If you would like to participate in the music ministry through choir, praise 
band, chimes, special music, small group ensembles, please text 
(preferred) or call our music director Lisa at 309-472-4472. 
  
 

Request from the Administrative Staff 
If you have materials or information for the newsletter or weekly bulletin, or if you 
have a change of address or telephone number, please email or leave a note in 
Norma's mailbox in the fellowship hall.  Thank you! 
                                                  

 
Update Information 

 

We are updating our church directory information! 
If your address or phone number has changed please contact the 
church office at 309-692-0421 or leave a note on Norma’s desk! 

 
 
 

Altar Flowers 

Please, don’t forget to sign up for your altar flowers!  The forms and calendar are 
in the glass case in the fellowship hall.  The flowers are $20.00 and you can take 
the flowers home with you after church.                                                                                                                                  

 

New at Northwest 
 

Not a member of Northwest?  You’re welcome to join our small group! 
Come get to know others who are new here over a meal every 2 weeks.  

We’ll learn together about the UMC and Northwest. 
We’ll also serve together in the community. 

We will meet Thursday, November 14th at 7:00 P.M. 
Parsonage:  3910 N. Keenland Ave, Peoria, Il 61614 

Dinner Provided. 
(Please contact Pastor Miranda with any dietary restrictions) 

Childcare can be provided, please contact Pastor Miranda. 

 
 



 

 

 
Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries in the Months of November & December  
               

 
 
 
 

November Anniversaries 
 
Cam & Deb Lauseng 11/11 
Ted & Lisa Rogers 11/18          
Bob & Alicia Booth 11/23 
Gary & Vicki Baumgarten 11/24 
Duane & Andrea Dean 11/24 
Bob & Vicki Johnson 11/28 
             
 
          November Birthdays 
 
Joshua Anderson 11/02 
Vicki Krost 11/03    
Duane Dean 11/07 
Angela Fleming 11/08 
Carol Payne 11/10    
Shannon Gruber 11/11 
Janice Jackson 11/13 
Caleb Kohout 11/16 
Kim Dancey 11/17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December Anniversaries 
 
Samuel & Leora 12/20 
             

December Birthdays 
 
Vicki Baumgarten 12/03 
Barbara Eisfelder 12/04 
Nathaniel Castens 12/10 
Mary Staley 12/16 
Gary Jackson 12/20 
Mike Wasson 12/21 
Eric Kohout 12/28 
Joyce Dixon 12/29 
 
 

       

Norma Snodgrass 11/20 
Chuck Gabbert 11/26 
Gayle Lamie 11/28 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

If you don’t see your birthday or 
anniversary on the list?  This means the 
Church office does not have your 
information. You may submit your 
information to the Church office by  
e-mail: 
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or 
call the church office (309) 692-0421 for 
an update information form. Thanks! 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 

Local Events 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Great Banquet is a life-changing, spiritually 
energizing three-day renewal weekend.  Held 
right here in Peoria, the Great Banquet is an 
amazing way to refocus on Jesus Christ and meet 
some wonderful spiritual friends in the process.  

Dates for this Fall are: 

Men’s weekend: November 7-10 

Women’s weekend: November 14-17 

If you would like to attend and/or hear more 
about the Banquet, pick up a flyer on the 
welcome table and speak with Javier Hernandez, 
Ted & Lisa Rogers, Vic Snodgrass, Norma 
Snodgrass, Marilyn Anderson, Shelly Ash or 
Dennis Messersmith.  

(Pre-registration is a must for event planning.) 

 
 

                                             

You are Invited! 



 

 

Men’s Ministry 

 

UMC Brothers, 

The Illinois River District Leadership Team has asked me to take on 

the task of helping grow and strengthen our district’s men’s ministries.  

We are a diverse district with many different types of men’s groups.  

Some are large, some are small and some churches do not have a 

men’s group at this time. 

In an effort to help each of our churches grow and strengthen our 

men’s ministries we are beginning by hosting a couple of men’s 

gatherings to share how different churches men’s groups operate and 

serve. 

The gathering will be held at Pekin 1st UMC, Monday November 

11th, 6:00-7:30 p.m.  Again, a Manly meal will be served, but 

this time Willow Hill UMC men’s group will be the program.   

By attending each of these gatherings you will get to see how four 

different men’s groups operate and serve, plus enjoy some quality 

fellowship and a Manly meal.  All men are welcome to attend.  If, 

these two gatherings are well received our plan is to find two more 

sites and two more men’s groups to share after the first of the year. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor Steve Oaks 

Manito Community UMC 
109 S Washington St 

Manito IL 61546 
 

 
 

If you would like to attend this gathering, please contact our 
Northwest UMC church office – 309-692-0421. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Regular Worship Services 
 

                         Adult Sunday School                                 8:30 a.m. 

                         Children Sunday School                            8:30 a.m. 

                         Sunday Worship                                        9:45 a.m.  

            Nursery Available                     8:30 -11:00 a.m. 
                          

Bible Study and Prayer Times 

                                 

                             Wednesday Morning Bible Study            9:30 a.m.   

                         Wednesday Evening Bible Study       6:00 p.m. 

                         Wednesday Choir Practice                      7:00 p.m. 

                                         

                         Thursday Prayer Study Group               10:30 a.m. 

                                      

Regular November Meetings 

 

November 03       Community Care              After Church 
                      November 05       Charge Conference                 6:30 p.m. 
                                                       at Forest Hill UMC 
                          November 12       Finance                             6:30 p.m.                
                          November 12       Ad Board     7:00 p.m. 
                           
                                             

                     

      

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Miranda Denler * 309-670-0765 * mimi2005@msn.com  

Worship Director:  Lisa Rogers * 309-472-4472 * lsealine@yahoo.com  

Admin. Assistant: Norma Snodgrass * 331-216-4345 northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 

   

Church Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 Visit us on the web: www.nwunitedmethodist.org  

mailto:mimi2005@msn.com
mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 

                                                                         

                                                     Church Chuckles 

                                                 

 

“Hey Grandpa, were you on the ark with Noah?” 

“Of course not, silly.” 

“Well, how come you didn’t drown?” 

Sign in front of a funeral home:  DRIVE CAREFULLY.  We can wait.  

                                                                Submitted by Vic Snodgrass 

 

A kindergarten teacher gave her class a “show and tell” assignment. 

Each student was instructed to bring in an object to share with the class 

that represented their religion. 

The first student got up in front of the class and said, “My name is Benjamin 
and I am Jewish and this is a Star of David.” 

The second student got up in front of the class and said, “My name is Mary. 
I’m a Catholic and this is a Rosary.” 

The third student got up in front of the class and said, “My name is Tommy. 
I am Methodist, and this is a casserole.” 

                                                                 Submitted by Dennis Messersmith 

 

He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy.   

 
 

                                                                                          Job: 8-21 

If you have a church chuckle (clean and funny) that you would like to share.  

Please e-mail it to northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or leave it in my church 

mailbox.  Norma 
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Blessings, 
Pastor Miranda, Lisa, and Norma 


