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  From the Pastor 
 
 

This advent season, we’re going to focus on a story you probably know well. The 
story of the Prodigal Son helps so many to feel the love of God. Each of us can 
relate to the son who goes off on his own and makes a series of mistakes. We can 
also relate to the son who stayed behind and did everything right. Some of us can 
even relate to the father who had to watch his son make those mistakes from afar 
but loved him the entire time. This story of redemption and love has helped so 
many to understand the love God has for them. God is always there, waiting for 
us to return or loving us as we work hard for the Kingdom alongside God.  
It’s hard in this culture of Christmas to see how advent fits into the bigger picture. 
Even before Thanksgiving turkey sales had hit the grocery stores, Christmas music 
was playing through the loudspeakers. For 2 months, we work our way up to a 
single day meant to be spent with those considered family. And yet, when we get 
there, it’s never as magical as we had built it up to be. Advent reminds us that 
Christmas is not just about the beautiful tree and the shiny presents. Each 
Sunday, as we light the advent candles, we are reminded that it’s not Christmas 
yet. Despite the cookies and office parties, we haven’t reached the celebration 
that truly matters. So, we light each candle and wait.  
God waits for us, always. Just as the father of the prodigal son waited for him with 
longing and love, God waits for us every single time we stray from the path of our 
Christian life. We are not abandoned or alone, we are loved from afar.  
We wait as well. We wait for the reason we celebrate Christmas. That reason is 
not my grandmother’s chicken and noodles, no matter how delicious they are. 
The reason for Christmas is the coming of our God through the baby born as 
Jesus. We celebrate advent, this season of waiting while everyone else is already 
drinking eggnog so that when the Christmas day comes, we get to celebrate with 
gusto the birth of our Lord.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
And still, we wait. Jesus came, lived, died, resurrected, and ascended, and now we 
wait. We wait the coming of the kingdom of God. We wait for the re-creation of 
the earth and the coming of lasting peace and joy. We wait for a time when there 
is no longer conflict and injury, but instead comfort and gladness. Even after 
Christmas day, we will still be waiting for this day. 
The reason we are studying the story of the prodigal son in this season of waiting 
is so that we can remember the story of the love of God. We wait because we feel 
that love in every part of our lives. We feel the love as the son who runs away but 
returns to find that love is not earned.  
 

We feel the love as the son who stays, works hard, and helps to bring love to so 
many others in the kingdom of God. We feel the love as we wait for those we love 
to find God. No matter where we are in our walk with God, we know that love is 
at the center of all God has done for us. Love is the reason God took on flesh and 
submitted to life as a crying newborn.  
Love is the reason we will gather to celebrate on Christmas Eve and take the light 
of Christ out into the world. No matter what is happening around you this season, 
remember that we wait, we are loved, and the celebration on Christmas day 
surrounding the birth of Jesus is worth the wait because of the love shown to us 
through this momentous event. 
Happy Waiting! 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Miranda 

 

Fall Open House 

Thank you to Pastor Miranda and Rob for inviting us 

into your home for yummy food and wonderful 

fellowship! 

Thank you for donations to  

Midwest Mission Distribution Center brought to the 

open house! 

 



 

 

From the Trustees 

The Illinois Department of Transportation has announced their plans for the next 
5 years.  Included in that plan is Route 150 (War Memorial Drive) that runs by the 
church.  The state is planning to spend over $37,000,000.00 to work over the 
stretch of road from west of Orange Prairie Road to west of the intersection 
Sterling and Glen Avenue.  This money will be for Construction Engineering, Land 
Acquisition, Standard Overlay, Shoulder Reconstruction, Curb and Gutter, 
Sidewalks, Intersection Reconstruction and Utility Adjustment.   The Trustees of 
NUMC will be watching these plans to see what effect it may have on our 
frontage. 
 
 

NUMC Audio Fetch 
During the month of December, we will be testing a device to help those of us 
with hearing problems in the sanctuary.  This will be a 30-day test, each Sunday 
we will have a device hooked up the sound system, you will be able to connect to 
it via our WI-FI using your personal smartphone (If you don’t have one, we will get 
you one to use for this purpose.  If you have a phone you’d like to donate, let us 
know).  You will be able to adjust the volume from where you are, using a 
smartphone and either your Bluetooth hearing device or a set of earphones.  
Information is on the welcome center and some of us will be trained to assist 
anyone wanting to give it a test.  For more information call or see Mike Krost. 

 

 

NUMC Work Day 

Thank you to everyone that helped clean the inside and outside 
of our Church on Saturday, November 16th. 
 
 

Thank You! 
 
 

To everyone that contributed to and helped pack 
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child 

 

Thank you! 
To everyone that stayed after church service, Sunday 
November 24th and helped with the hanging of the greens. 
Thank you to congregational care for the pizza! 
 

 



 

 

                                                               
Educational and Spiritual Growth 

                                          

 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

Bible Study starts at 9:30 AM 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

Bible Study starts at 6:00 PM 
                         
                                           
 

Adult Sunday School 
8:30—Everyone is welcome to join us. This class meets in the 
Conference Room downstairs. 
 

 
                                                       
 
                                     
 
 
 

 



 

 

 Morning Bible Study in December and January 
 

The Miracles of Jesus will continue thru January 8. 
 
 

The Miracles of Jesus – Jennie Allen – Video Bible Study with Discussion 
Questions 
Miracles of Jesus explores all four Gospels with teaching from 
Jennie Allen, Bianca Juárez Olthoff, Jada Edwards, and Sadie 
Robertson. Discover the ways Jesus healed, provided for, 
calmed, and resurrected the people he encountered. This seven-
session study is about believing in the power of God who can 
accomplish anything. There’s nothing too big or too small for us to 
bring to him. 
 
When we take time to learn about the overflowing kindness Jesus 
demonstrated to all kinds of people through miracles during his 
time on earth, we realize that he is radically generous, 
compassionate, and honoring toward all people. As you watch 
teaching from the places in Israel where Jesus performed 
miracles and dig into God’s Word, you will end the study in awe of 
the Messiah who relentlessly seeks, saves, and restores us. 
 

JANUARY 15TH 

THE BOOK OF 1 PETER 
KYLE IDLEMAN 
 

This world looks nothing like the promised perfect kingdom of 
God. And yet we as God's people must live in it every day. In The 
Book of 1 Peter, Kyle Idleman walks through the short letter and 
unpacks the importance of our witness in this world. 
 
The world's not as it should be. Until the day that God rights all 
wrongs, we have a job to do. Let's be about the business of the 
kingdom. 
 

 

 
 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Speaker/999957


 

 

Evening Bible Study in December 
 

Prodigal Perspectives-Chris Seay- Video Series with Discussion that 
Corresponds with Advent Series in December. 

 
Can I tell you how I feel? 

 
Guilt, shame, entitlement, bitterness, grief-stricken… our relationships with 
others surface a variety of feelings.  In these three Bible study sessions, 
viewers will experience the Prodigal Son story of the Bible through the eyes 
of the younger son, the elder son and the father as performed in separate, 
dramatic films by professional actor/writer, Jason Hildebrand. 
After each short film, Chris Seay will walk us through the scripture helping 
us to understand how jealousy, selfishness and forgiveness affect our own 
lives and relationships. 

 

 
The Family Series  

 

Beginning on January 8th, we will be working our way through a series on 
family on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings. Each week we will 

address a family relationship, such as parenting, marriage, and work/life 
balance in a sermon series and bible study series that will take us into Lent. 

We will study together what the Bible says about family and living together 
in relationship with others. What better time to evaluate our relationships 

than the New Year? 
 

THE FAMILY SERIES 
KARL FAASE 
 
The Family Series consists of 10 sessions, which look at the key issues 
facing families today. Drawing on their Christian faith and belief, co-hosts 
Karl Faase and Fiona Hall, together with their guests, discuss each of the 
topics and interacts with the studio audience in a Q&A. Topics include 
marriage, parenting, blended families, dealing with difficulty, health, conflict 
management plus more.  
 

 
 
       

 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Speaker/1000846


 

 

                                        Children and Youth 

Volunteers needed for December! 
 

Sunday School for Children and Youth  
 

Sunday School classes are at the same time as the Sunday morning 
Adult Sunday School time, starting at 8:30am.  The classes we have 
planned are as follows. 
 

Children Sunday School Classes 
4 year olds – 6 year olds 
7 year olds – 10 year olds 
 

The two children age groups will start their class together viewing a 
teaching video series appropriate for both age groups, then separating 
into the two classes for age appropriate discussions and teaching for 
the two classes for the last half of class. 

                          
Confirmation Class/5th grade - 8th grade (8:45) 

 
 

The Youth Sunday School class will start out with a Confirmation Class 
program, led by Pastor Miranda.  Though this class is designated as 
being through 8th grade, it would still be engaging and important for 
youth in high school! 
As a People of God, we have been given this opportunity to provide real 
discipleship opportunity for our kids!  We will need, of course, 
volunteers to support these classes.  Whether you wish to teach, or 
only support by being there, we need you!  We would like a large 
“brigade” of volunteers, so that a rotation of Sunday School teaching 
and support can be done. 
If you have questions about volunteering and what will be involved, you 
can speak with Cameron after the service.  You may also email 
Cameron at cqlauseng@gmail.com with any questions you have. 
God is Good!  Let us engage in this important work He has given to us! 
Mathew 19:14 - but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do 
not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 

mailto:cqlauseng@gmail.com


 

 

                                                 Children’s Church 
As of November 3rd we no longer have children’s church. 
There will be tables at the back of the church with age appropriate 
children’s bulletins.  
Please consider signing up to volunteer and sit in the back with the 
children. 

NUMC Events 
                                       

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic ~ We have a free medical clinic available to 

anyone who needs basic care.  The clinic hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 

Saturday, December 14.  If you or someone you know needs medical attention, 

please come or bring someone who might not have transportation.  Dr. Ted and 

Lisa Rogers serve this wonderful outreach ministry.  
 

                                      Chiropractor  
 

Dr Rob Crothers, a chiropractor is now seeing patients at our Heart of Christ 

Free Clinic.  If you have questions, please see Dr Ted or Lisa.              
                

                

Volunteer for the Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic 
 

We are trying to develop a list of people that can be pleasant, take blood 

pressure, read the scales and can write.  If you meet these qualifications, please 

call and add your name to our list to help at the once-a-month health clinic.  

We need a list of volunteers to fill in very occasionally.  In other words, not 

every month, but when Lisa cannot make it, (which is very rare) we need a 

backup ready to fill in. Lisa is also willing to train anyone who is interested. 

Please give Joyce Dixon a call at 815-878-6840 for more details or to add your 

name to the list.                                      
                             

Senior Group Luncheon 

We will be meeting at 
Lariat Steakhouse 

Thursday, December 19th at 11:30 AM.   

Lariat is located at  

2232 W. Glen Ave, Peoria, IL  61614   
 

 If you plan on attending, please call Dorothy Swirmicky at  

309-691-8740 no later than December 17th. 



 

 

                                   Grief Share Classes 

Our 13-week program for Grief Share meets every Wednesday from 

10:30 - 12:00. 

Our last meeting for this session is December 18th.   The new session 

date will be announced soon. 

If you or someone you know could benefit from this program please 

contact Karen at (217)-652-0808 for more information.  
 

                                     NUMC Prayer Partners  

The Prayer Group meets at NUMC Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m.  

This month we are discussing “Miracles of Jesus”. If you would like 

more information, contact Dixie Rogers at 309-472-4336. 
                               

                

                 

 

NUMC Reads BOOK CLUB – November 2019 
                 

Would you be interested in joining book club? 

Why not join us? 

Have you ever thought about joining a book club?  Now is 
your opportunity!  The November meeting has been 
rescheduled to December 3rd, here at Northwest United 
Methodist Church at 6:30 PM.   

We will be reading “All the Light We Cannot See”  
by Anthony Doerr. There will be no other meeting in 
December.     
For more information, please call Deb Lauseng at  

734-748-3367.   We would love to have you join us. 

 
 

      

 

Please  ca ll t he church at (309) 692-042 

 



 

 

Prayer  
Prayer Concerns 

Contact Dennis Messersmith at 

dmau@comcast.net 

Don’t use email? 

Please call the church at 309-69-0421 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please, don’t forget to tie a knot and say a prayer for 
the person receiving the quilt! 

The quilt is on the round table in the fellowship hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Quilt 

mailto:dmau@comcast.net


 

 

 

December Mission 
 

 

 

 

In December we have the Christmas Angel Tree where we 

purchase items for Peoria Homeless Vets and a Local Family.  

The items for the Homeless Vets  have to be handed in by 

December 8th due to their annual Christmas Party.   

The wrapped items for the Local Family will need to be handed 

in by December 22nd.   Look for the tags on the Angel Tree. 

 

 

 

Thank You 
 

To everyone that bought jewelry, scarves and purses to 
help our Missonary Brenda Lewis in India.   

 

 

Christmas Eve Offering  

March to the Manger 

 

All offerings at our Christmas Eve service will go into our 

Good Samaritan Fund. 

 

 

 
  

            
 

 

 

Proverbs 19:17 ~ Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, 
and he will reward them for what they have done. 

 



 

 

 

NUMC Music Ministry 

If you would like to participate in the music ministry through choir, praise 
band, chimes, special music, small group ensembles, please text 
(preferred) or call our music director Lisa at 309-472-4472. 
  
 

Request from the Administrative Staff 
If you have materials or information for the newsletter or weekly bulletin, or if you 
have a change of address or telephone number, please email or leave a note in 
Norma's mailbox in the fellowship hall.  Thank you! 
                                                  

 
Update Information 

 

We are updating our church directory information! 
If your address or phone number has changed please contact the 
church office at 309-692-0421 or leave a note on Norma’s desk! 

 
 
 

Altar Flowers 

Please, don’t forget to sign up for your altar flowers!  The forms and calendar are 
in the glass case in the fellowship hall.  The flowers are $20.00 and you can take 
the flowers home with you after church.                                                                                                                                  

 

New at Northwest 
 

Not a member of Northwest?  You’re welcome to join our small group! 
Come get to know others who are new here over a meal every 2 weeks.  

We’ll learn together about the UMC and Northwest. 
We’ll also serve together in the community. 

We will meet Thursday, December 14 at 7:00 P.M. 
Parsonage:  3910 N. Keenland Ave, Peoria, Il 61614 

Dinner Provided. 
(Please contact Pastor Miranda with any dietary restrictions) 

Childcare can be provided, please contact Pastor Miranda. 

 



 

 

 
Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries in the Months of December & January  
               

 
 
 
 

December Anniversaries 
       

Samuel & Leora 12/20 
        
 
          December Birthdays 
 
Vicki Baumgarten 12/03 
Barbara Eisfelder 12/04 
Nathaniel Castens 12/10 
Mary Staley 12/16 
Gary Jackson 12/20 
Mike Wasson 12/21 
Eric Kohout 12/28 
Joyce Dixon 12/29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

January Anniversaries 
 
Lorna & Church Gabbert  01/08 
             

 
 

January Birthdays 
 
Bob Johnson 01/01 
Andrea Dean 01/03 
Claudia Gomez                   01/08 
Heather Kohout 01/08 
Terry Haas 01/09 
Samuel Lauseng 01/13 
Dan Becker 01/18 
Robert Bryant 01/18 
Ellen Reynolds 01/21 
Ariana Buck                         01/25 
Jimmy Johnson                   01/29 
Ted Osman                          01/31 
 Ana Scott                             01/31 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

If you don’t see your birthday or 
anniversary on the list?  This means the 
Church office does not have your 
information. You may submit your 
information to the Church office by  
e-mail: 
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or 
call the church office (309) 692-0421 for 
an update information form. Thanks! 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 
 

Local Events 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                             
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  
 

Regular Worship Services 
 

                         Adult Sunday School                                 8:30 a.m. 

                         Children Sunday School                            8:30 a.m. 

                         Sunday Worship                                        9:45 a.m.  

            Nursery Available                    8:30 -11:00 a.m. 
                          

Bible Study and Prayer Times 

                                 

                             Wednesday Morning Bible Study            9:30 a.m.   

                         Wednesday Evening Bible Study       6:00 p.m. 

                         Wednesday Choir Practice                      7:00 p.m. 

                                         

                         Thursday Prayer Study Group               10:30 a.m. 

                                      

Regular November Meetings 

 

December 01        Community Care               After Church 
                      December 05        SPRC                                6:00 p.m.                                             
                          
                                             

                     

      

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Miranda Denler * 309-670-0765 * mimi2005@msn.com  

Worship Director:  Lisa Rogers * 309-472-4472 * lsealine@yahoo.com  

Admin. Assistant: Norma Snodgrass * 331-216-4345 northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 

   

Church Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 Visit us on the web: www.nwunitedmethodist.org  

mailto:mimi2005@msn.com
mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 

                                                                         

                                                     Church Chuckles 

                                                 
 

After the christening of his baby brother in church, Jason sobbed all way 
home in the back seat of the car.  His father asked him three times what 
was wrong. Finally, the boy replied ‘That preacher said he wanted us 
brought up in a Christian home, and I wanted to stay with you guys.’  
                                                                          Submitted by Lisa Rogers 
 
 
 
 

 
 
He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy.   

 
 

                                                                                          Job: 8-21 

If you have a church chuckle (clean and funny) that you would like to share.  

Please e-mail it to northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or leave it in my church 

mailbox.  Norma 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 

Blessings, 
Pastor Miranda, Lisa, Norma and Marilyn 


