
 

     
 

 

Family Ties Newsletter 

April 2020 
 

 
 

From the Pastor 
 
Amid the craziness that has become my life over the last two weeks, the Holy Spirit keeps reminding me 
of something at the most inopportune times. For those of you who haven’t seen me because of social 
distancing for quite a while now, you missed seeing the crazed look in my eye as I debate the best way 
to reach out to each one of you. Being your pastor has been such a joy that in a moment of crisis all I 
could think about was what I should be doing for the church. While playing a board game with my 
husband, my brain was categorizing emails and researching media platforms. I woke up in the middle of 
the night with ideas and couldn’t even drink a cup of coffee without feeling like there was something I 
should be doing. When your whole life suddenly becomes about creating spaces for people to connect, 
the job becomes endless. And yet, the Spirit kept nudging me throughout all of this, saying: 

Listen. 
Sit. 

Be present. 
Do not fear, for I am with you. 

But I kept working. I was more worried about what you, my beloved congregation, would think of me 
than what God was calling me to. I was worried that I wasn’t doing enough, that I wouldn’t be a good 
enough pastor in this time. And to be honest, even now, as I write these words and have faced the truth 
with the help of God, I still am.  
In a moment of realization, I wrote these words in my journal: 

I remember the Race [my time in the mission field] as a time in my life that brought instability in 
my daily life. Yet, it was in that instability that I found a peace I had never found before. I need 
to remember that this time holds the same opportunity. It’s time to stop worrying about what 
I’m not doing and focus on what God is calling me to. Where I put my efforts should be a 
reflection of God not a reflection of what I think will work best. I have to stop living in panic and 
start living my days as if this is my forever.  

Even as you’re reading this, the whole world may have changed again. I write this with faith that by the 
time it reaches your inbox or mailbox God will speak to you through it. So, here’s what God has been 
speaking to me: Use this time to remake your life. Find better ways to connect to God. Find a place to sit 
in the presence of God and expect nothing in return. Stop doing, and start being. 
 
 
 
  



 
 
I’ve had the book Present Over Perfect: Leaving Behind Frantic for a Simpler, More Soulful Way of Living 
by Shauna Niequist sitting on my virtual bookshelf for a long time. I am going to set aside time in my life 
to read it. I’m going to set aside the guilt and spend time focusing on my own spiritual life.  
 
As we quickly approach the Easter season, and have very little knowledge of what our future will look 
like, I hope you will join me in finding news ways to connect to God. We can see this time as being stuck 
and alone, or we can see this time as an opportunity to keep growing in our spiritual life. There’s no 
better time than now! 

 
 

 
In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Miranda  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Note From Pastor 
 
Good morning Northwest Family! 
 
Welcome to another week of sheltering in place! I hope you found worship meaningful this weekend. As 
we continue to improve the worship experience, we appreciate your feedback. Thank you for continuing 
to worship with us! 
 
The Bishop released another statement this weekend. As of now, the church building is closed until 
further notice. We will not be meeting for in-person worship (or any other gathering) until given 
permission. This means that along with missing Palm Sunday, we will also be worshiping at home for 
Easter and beyond. That makes your feedback all the more important. We want your worship 
experiences to be meaningful for your spiritual walk. If there is a piece of your discipleship that you are 
missing in this time, please let us know. We will do everything we can to provide spaces electronically 
and through phone lines to continue growing together 
 
As a reminder, we will be having conference call Bible Study two times every week: Wednesday at 9:30 
a.m. and Thursday at 6 p.m. Please see the previous email for information on the particular studies.  
To join the conference call by phone or online: 
 

Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
Access code: 177325# 
 
Online meeting ID: northwestunited 
Join the online meeting: https://join.freeconferencecall.com/northwestunited 
 
For additional assistance connecting to the meeting text "Help" to the Dial-In number above. 
Message and data rates may apply. 

 
This service is also available for meeting use. Please contact me (Pastor Miranda) for information on 
how to set up a meeting. 
 
Don’t forget live prayer on our YouTube channel on Thursday at 10:30 a.m.! Please make use of the 
prayer service on the YouTube Channel throughout our shelter-in-place order. I will be updating it every 
week with a new Scripture. A new prayer list will be sent out every Thursday afternoon by email and 
included in the packets mailed to those who don’t use email every Friday. We will continue to try live 
prayer despite technical issues and, hopefully, we’ll get it right! 
 
Finally, be on the lookout for special opportunities coming up! We hope to provide Holy Week activities 
you can do at home to continue to observe this important time in the Christian year. 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Miranda Denler 

 

 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/northwestunited


 

All In Person Lenten Events Have Been Canceled 

 



Pastor Miranda's Ordination - June 6, 2020 
 
SPRC is pleased to announce that Pastor Miranda will be ordained on 
Saturday, June 6 during the Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference at 
the Peoria Civic Center.  The time has not yet been announced.  In mid-
February Pastor Miranda met with the Board of Ordained Ministry for a 
review of her ordination paperwork and ministry projects (many based 
on the work she has been doing here at Northwest) and to go through a 
series of interviews.  Everything went well and Pastor Miranda 
successfully completed this significant step toward her 
ordination!  Beyond a few remaining requirements to complete, 
primarily meeting-based, everything is in good order for her ordination 
at Annual Conference. 
 
We hope you will mark your calendars to attend the ordination and join 
us in celebrating this major ministry milestone for Pastor Miranda!  If 
you are unavailable on June 6, please join us on Sunday, June 7 as we 
celebrate Pastor Miranda's becoming an ordained minister in the 
United Methodist Church. 
 
In Christ, 
Deborah Lauseng, SPRC Chair 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bishops Open 2020 

 

The 2020 Bishop’s  Open will be on Friday, May 22, at the Piper Glen Golf Course Club 
near Chatham.  
 

Festivities begin at 9 a.m. with a grab n'go breakfast followed by a shotgun start at 10 
a.m. Lunch will follow the completion of the golf outing at approximately 2:30 p.m. as the 
foursomes complete the course.  
 

Everyone is eligible for a door prize, but you must be present to win. Single registrations 
as well as foursomes can be registered online. All proceeds of the outing will be for the 
Our Conference, Our Kids campaign to endow spiritual life programs at each of the five 
conference agencies dealing with children and youth -- The Baby Fold, Chaddock, 
Cunningham Home, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House and Spero (formerly the 
United Methodist Children's Home). 

Please contact Laura Steinway at lsteinway@igrc.org or at 217-529-2395 for 
registration questions.  

Please contact Ted Frost at tfrost@igrc.org or at 217-529-3217 for sponsorship 
questions.     

Registration deadline is Monday May 18.  

 

Rob would like to put together a team for this event, 

Please email or call him if you are interested! 

rdenler@mail.bradley.edu or 309-202-7371 

 

 

 

 
Aldersgate 2020 in Peoria 

 

Aldersgate Renewal Ministries has announced that Aldersgate 2020 
Conference will be at the Peoria Civic Center July 9-12. 
 

The conference theme is Breaking the Chains, taken from Psalms 107:13-
14. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lsteinway@igrc.org
mailto:tfrost@igrc.org%20?subject=Golf%20Outing%20%20
mailto:rdenler@mail.bradley.edu


ILCAAAP seeks entries to 

Alcohol Awareness poster contest 

 

Illinois Churches in Action invites all students in grades 6 - 12 to participate 
in the 25th Annual Alcohol Awareness Poster Contest. Students should 
design artwork around the theme "Alcohol is a Drug, Don't Drink Drugs." 
The actual words do not need to be present on the poster as long as the art 
captures the theme. 
 
Top prizes are a HP laptop computer, Galaxy tablet, and Fire HD8. 
Individual school prizes will also be awarded. Entries are due by April 13. 
Please mail to: 1132 W. Jefferson St, Springfield, IL 62702. 
 
Complete instructions and information can be found online at 
www.ilcaaap.org or call ILCAAAP at 866-940-6871. 
 
An estimated 88,000 people die from alcohol-related causes each year, 
making alcohol the third leading preventable cause of death in the United 
States. 
There is a 10 percent discount for early registration through  
April 24.. 

 

 

 

Camping goes digital, saves printing costs 

 

In an effort to save resources and reduce waste, the full camping guide is 
only available digitally this year. Individuals can print all or portions of the 
guide to fit their needs. Check out IGRC.org/camping to see this year’s full 
camping guide, online registration, and all the information you’ll need to join 
us at camp this summer.  
  
To see highlights of various programs, view The Current online at  
www.igrc.org/current 

 

 

 

http://www.ilcaaap.org/
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001pwvhsfKHJVrYe4JLVD3_mztlwkwepjNhVKE2Sk9At85ngs1QkE0pJ-3tQscV1Fq8wMfLKGQGbn-q_WN6h65bm4tNACWRroZp_s2hAUWD5m9DcRoiAkXGGu1uO2mdtK4Gj07PPgijoyre2MWifHoadA%3D%3D%26c%3DVfDNrfRX185CcAZMEwDvo82W5y5rlnrsoR-FSvNeYreOSNTUEnSMYQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DA4dSpYavzTjGNms_ZE6xwpEdGpNDxrgy9FYFfDgek-nb9sflBRlhSw%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7C24889fb00f9440c37ce308d7b3b1d960%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637175448751481718&sdata=hTfKfgEZdLTjFplfwDBxbwYFLYRXH0V31inO3Xlqd8M%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001pwvhsfKHJVrYe4JLVD3_mztlwkwepjNhVKE2Sk9At85ngs1QkE0pJ_upOSjArO1mOLAT57wkad1gKz8eTGTz3lalMSt4ohWazWRWnXV5DS0LOWmqwp1S0QD3sxVJOerKxiZekmcaS9FK1zhQNHd8QQ%3D%3D%26c%3DVfDNrfRX185CcAZMEwDvo82W5y5rlnrsoR-FSvNeYreOSNTUEnSMYQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DA4dSpYavzTjGNms_ZE6xwpEdGpNDxrgy9FYFfDgek-nb9sflBRlhSw%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7C24889fb00f9440c37ce308d7b3b1d960%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637175448751491726&sdata=CX0WJnopCj0lv5ulnmRO0XChNnETOPUI19JTiFKwg5U%3D&reserved=0


  
Announcing 

  

Illinois River District 
Mission Trip 
July 5-11, 2020 

 
UNITED METHODISTS IN THE ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT ARE  
INVITED TO GO TO PROJECT CONNECT IN NASHVILLE  
TENNESSEE TO HELP SERVE IN VARIOUS AREAS OF NEED. 
 
Mission Trip arrangements being made through:  
Pekin First United Methodist Church  
1315 Court Street  
Pekin, Illinois 61554 
Phone: 309-347-3155 
Email: info@pekinfirst.org 
Please reserve your spot by June 10, 2020 

 

Cost: $395 (plus 6 Suppers, 6 Lunches)  

Destination: Project CONNECT,  
Nashville Tennessee;  
To register for this mission trip:  
1) Send an email to:  
jmcclarey@pekinfirst.org letting us know you’ll be on the trip!  
2) Make check payable to “Pekin First UMC.”  
3) Mail check to: Pekin First UMC,  
1315 Court St., Pekin, IL 61554 

  

mailto:info@pekinfirst.org


From SPRC 
 
 

Need to contact Pastor Miranda?  Do you have something you would like to discuss with her or 
have information to pass along to her?  Pastor Miranda and the members of the Staff Parish 
Relations Committee (SPRC) want you to know the best method of reaching Pastor Miranda is 
by emailing her (she receives notifications directly on her cell phone), or by leaving her a voice 
message on the parsonage phone.  Contacting her during scheduled office hours is another 
option.  However, she does not do text messaging.  Please make sure to include in your 
message how you would like her to get back in touch with you and she will contact you as soon 
as she is available. In case of emergencies, if possible, please send an email and leave a voice 
message. You may also reach out to any member of SPRC. 
Pastor Miranda's email: MiMi2005@msn.com; Parsonage phone: 309-670-0765 
Office hours: Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. (afternoons are for visitations); Church 
Office phone: 309-692-0421 

 

From the Trustees 

The Illinois Department of Transportation has announced their plans for the next 
5 years.  Included in those plans is Route 150 (War Memorial Drive) that runs by 
the church.  The state is planning to spend over $37,000,000.00 to work over the 
stretch of road from west of Orange Prairie Road to west of the intersection with 
Sterling and Glen Avenue.  This money will be for Construction Engineering, Land 
Acquisition, Standard Overlay, Shoulder Reconstruction, Curb and Gutter, 
Sidewalks, Intersection Reconstruction and Utility Adjustment.   The Trustees of 
NUMC will be watching these plans to see what effect they may have on our 
frontage. 
 
 

NUMC Audio Fetch 
 
Each Sunday we will have a device hooked up to the sound system.  You will be 
able to connect to it via our WI-FI using your personal smartphone (If you don’t 
have one, we will get you one to use for this purpose.  If you have a phone you’d 
like to donate, let us know).  You will be able to adjust the volume from where 
you are, using a smartphone and either your Bluetooth hearing device or a set of 
earphones.  Information is on the Welcome Center, and some of us will be trained 
to assist anyone wanting to give it a test.  For more information call or see Mike 
Krost. 

 

 
 

mailto:MiMi2005@msn.com


Parsonage Kitchen Remodel 
 

 
Finances 

 Projected cost:  $40,000 

 Savings to be used:  up to $20,000 

 Fundraising goal:  at least $20,000 

 As of January 14: 
o Total Pledged  $13,000 

 Received  $13,000 
 To be Received $7,000 

o Remaining to be Raised:  at least $7,000 
 

Please write your check out to Northwest UMC and write “kitchen remodel” on the memo line 
to donate to this project.  Place your check in the offering plate or give directly to Nylene 
Bradburn. 
 

We would like to receive all donations by March 31, 2020. 
 

The project will begin in early March and is expected to take 4-6 weeks to complete. 
 

Project questions: 
 Mike Krost  Trustees Chair 

 Dan Becker  Project Leadership 

 Kathy Becker  Design and Selection 

 Miranda Denler Design and Selection 

 Rob Denler  Design and Selection 

 Ted Osman  Design and Selection 

 Sandy Osman  Design and Selection 

 Randy Anderson Funding 

     



Educational and Spiritual Growth 
 
 

Postponed Until Further Notice 
                                          

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
Bible Study starts at 9:30 AM 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
Bible Study starts at 6:00 PM 

 
 

Conference Call Bible Study 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study at 9:30 AM 

Thursday Evening Bible Study at 6:00 PM 
 

 

To join the conference call by phone or online: 
 

Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
Access code: 177325# 
 
Online meeting ID: northwestunited 
Join the online meeting: 
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/northwestunited 
 
For additional assistance connecting to the meeting text "Help" to the Dial-
In number above. Message and data rates may apply. 

                         
                                           

 
Postponed Until Further Notice 

 
Adult Sunday School 

8:30—Everyone is welcome to join us. This class meets in the 
Conference Room downstairs. 
See RightNow media for Sunday School materials! 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/northwestunited


In Person Moring Bible Study Postponed Until Further Notice 

Conference call Bible study on Wednesdays at 9:30 AM 
 

Morning Bible Study, Lenten Study beginning March 4th: 
 
It Is Finished by David Dorn 
 
"Sometimes seeing God at work in the world requires us to see what shouldn't be here 
but is." 
 
"For our sakes, God went where He had no business to go fix a problem that we had no 
business asking to be fixed" 
 
"When the power of sin is destroyed, love has no limits." 
 
"The soldiers were playing games in the shadow of the cross. Many people are doing 
the same today, playing games with their lives." 
 
It Is Finished by pastors David Dorn and Jason Nelson from The Woodlands United 
Methodist Church is a six-lesson study built around the final words of Jesus from the 
cross. Jesus' last words are powerful teaching moments that if unpacked, can radically 
shape our lives as we learn what it means to be human and the limitless love of God. 
Each lesson dives into the historical and practical significance surrounding each of 
Jesus' phrases while the study guide gives the viewer different spiritual practices to 
participate in throughout Lent.   
 

 
 

Beginning April 15th  
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                



In Person Evening Bible Study Postponed Until Further Notice 
Conference call Bible study Thursdays at 6:00 PM 

 
 
The Good Gospel by Jennie Allen 
 

So many of us claim to know the gospel, but sometimes we can forget parts of the story. 
God has created a narrative of salvation that reveals who he is—and so much more. 
 

Because of the gospel, we can experience life with God. 
Because of the gospel, we are free from sin and death. 
Because of the gospel, we have an eternal hope no matter what happens. 
 

Do we live like we believe every part of the gospel? In this six-week study with Jennie 
Allen, Jamie Ivey, and Jackie Hill Perry, learn about the foundation of our faith to 
discover how God brings us from death to life, from fallen to free. 
 

Purchase of the study guide for this Bible Study is not necessary. However, if you are 
interested, you can find the study guide for sale here: 
 

https://shoppe.ifgathering.com/collections/studies/products/the-good-gospel-
understand-the-greatest-news-youve-ever-heard      

 
Postponed Until Further Notice 

Children and Youth 

Volunteers needed for April! 
 

Welcome Makeyla McKinney, New Childcare Provider 
On Sunday, February 23, Makeyla McKinney officially started as 
our new Childcare Provider here at Northwest UMC.  She has 
previous experience in childcare and meets the qualifications of 
the position.  As a senior nursing student at Bradley University 
she has  an interest in pediatric nursing. Makeyla will be covering 
the nursery on Sunday mornings from 8:20 a.m. until the end of 
worship on a weekly basis.  The Discipleship Committee will 
continue scheduling volunteers for the nursery to ensure we 
maintain the Safe Sanctuaries best practice of two people working 
together (per room) with our children.  
Please join the SPRC in welcoming Makeyla! 
     In Christ, 
   --Deborah Lauseng, SPRC Chair 

https://shoppe.ifgathering.com/collections/studies/products/the-good-gospel-understand-the-greatest-news-youve-ever-heard
https://shoppe.ifgathering.com/collections/studies/products/the-good-gospel-understand-the-greatest-news-youve-ever-heard


    
 

Postponed Until Further Notice 
Sunday School for Children and Youth  

 

Sunday School classes are at the same time as the Sunday morning Adult Sunday 
School time, starting at 8:30am.  The classes we have planned are as follows. 
 
Children Sunday School Classes 
4 year olds – 6 year olds 
7 year olds – 10 year olds 
 
The two children’s age groups will start their class together viewing a teaching 
video series appropriate for both age groups, then separate into the two classes 
for age appropriate discussions and teaching for the last half of class. 
                          

 
Postponed Until Further Notice 

Confirmation Class/5th grade - 8th grade (8:45) 
 
The Youth Sunday School class will start out with a Confirmation Class program, 
led by Pastor Miranda.  Though this class is designated as being through 8th grade, 
it would still be engaging and important for youth in high school! 
As a People of God, we have been given this opportunity to provide real 
discipleship opportunity for our kids!  We will need, of course, volunteers to 
support these classes.  Whether you wish to teach, or only support by being 
there, we need you!  We would like a large “brigade” of volunteers, so that a 
rotation of Sunday School teaching and support can be done. 
If you have questions about volunteering and what will be involved, you can 
speak with Cameron after the service.  You may also email Cameron at 
cqlauseng@gmail.com with any questions you have. 
God is Good!  Let us engage in this important work He has given to us! 
Mathew 19:14 - but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder 
them; for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 
                                                  

 
 

mailto:cqlauseng@gmail.com


Children’s Sunday School “At Home” 
 

If you would like to receive weekly materials regarding 
“At Home” Children’s Sunday School please email the church at: 

northwestunited @sbcglobal.net  

 

 
 

UMC Events 
Free Clinic Will Be Open April 11! 

                                       

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic ~ We have a free medical clinic available to 

anyone who needs basic care.  The clinic hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 

Saturday, April 11th.  If you or someone you know needs medical attention, please 

come or bring someone who might not have transportation.  Dr. Ted and Lisa 

Rogers serve this wonderful outreach ministry.  
 

                

                

 

 

Volunteer for the Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic 
 

We are trying to develop a list of people that can be pleasant, take blood 

pressure, read the scales and write.  If you meet these qualifications, please call 

and add your name to our list to help at the once-a-month health clinic.  We 

need a list of volunteers to fill in very occasionally.  In other words, not every 

month, but when Lisa cannot make it (which is very rare), we need a backup 

ready to fill in. Lisa is also willing to train anyone who is interested. Please give 

Joyce Dixon a call at 815-878-6840 for more details or to add your name to the 

list.                                      
                             

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

http://www.spanish4kiddos.com/special-needs-education/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


 

 

Senior Group Luncheon 

       Is postponed until a later date! 

 If you have questions, please call  

Dorothy Swirmicky at  

309-691-8740. 
 

 

 

Seder Meal 

In person Seder Meal is canceled! 

 

 

 

More information to follow! 

Watch for your email! 

 

 

Watch your email for Holy week activities! 

 

 

Don’t forget to watch our YouTube services on  

Sunday mornings! 

 

 



Dear Northwest Church Family, 
 
We're sure you've all been waiting to have your very own picture of us - mostly for blackmail 
purposes - so now's your chance to have this valuable picture! 
 
I have made washable cloth masks for anyone who would like to have one.  Since we are rarely 
going out, you can wash it immediately after arriving home for use the next time.  When we do 
go out, it's likely to be to the grocery store, Walmart or the drug store and these stores are full of 
shoppers.  I feel strongly that we should all be taking every precaution possible everywhere we 
go.  Covid-19 is in Peoria, and there's no way for us to know from whom we might be exposed.  
 

I have placed each face mask in a ziplock bag and they are in a Rubbermaid container on my 
front porch for anyone who would like to stop by and take one.  Please give me a call first so I 
can make sure there are enough masks in the container.  Please let me know in advance how 
many you'll need.  I currently have 14 but can make a limited (elastic is in short supply locally) 
number more if these are all taken.   
 

Our address is: 

10231 N Spring Ln 

Peoria, IL 61615 
 

309-692-2019 

309-224-9170 
 

Go North on Knoxville Ave,  
Turn right on Ravinwoods Rd. - the first light after crossing the Rt. 6 overpass 
Turn left on Spring Ln - the first left off of Ravinwoods Rd 
 
Our house is 1 1/2 blocks ahead on the left.  Federal blue with black shutters, white trim and 
garage door.  Fire hydrant right beside the driveway.   Our driveway curves and many people 
have backed into the fire hydrant, so please BE CAREFUL when you leave!   We can provide 

names of said people for testimonials.  
 
 

God bless and keep you safe and healthy, 

Kathy 

                               
 

 

 

Thank You Kathy and Dan! 

 

 

 

 



 

Postponed Until Further Notice 

NUMC Prayer Partners 
 

The Prayer Group meets at NUMC Thursday mornings at 10:30 AM.  

If you would like more information, contact Dixie Rogers at  

309-472-4336. Live Prayer Thursdays at 10:30 AM on the  

YouTube channel. Send prayer requests to  

Pastor Miranda by 10:00 AM                                

                

                

Postpone Until Further Notice 

NUMC Reads BOOK CLUB – April 2020 
                 

Would you be interested in joining a book club? 

Why not join us? 
 

Have you ever thought about joining a book club?  Now is your 
opportunity!  

We will continue reading “Gilead” by Marilynne Robinson  
For more information, please call Deb Lauseng at  
734-748-3367.   We would love to have you join us! 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayer Concerns 
Contact Dennis Messersmith at 

dmau@comcast.net 

Don’t use email? 

Please call the church at 309-692-0421 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

mailto:dmau@comcast.net


 

April Mission 
 

We would have had a soup/salad luncheon for our Missions. 

Please consider giving the monies you would have given for 

the lunch by way of mail or online. Thank you so much for 

your gifts. 

The monies collected will go to the Missions. 

If you have questions, please contact  

Nylene Bradburn at 309-634-5591 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northwest’s Vegetable Garden 
 

Did you know we have a Vegetable Garden at Northwest UMC?  We 

have had this garden for 3 years and are now in need of a new person or 

group to oversee the garden this summer.  The produce grown in this 

garden is given to our local missions, South Side Mission and Peoria 

Rescue Ministries.  If you would be interested in this position or would 

like more information, please contact Nylene Bradburn at 

nylene330@gmail.com or 309-634-5591.  

 
 
 Proverbs 19:17 ~ Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, 

and he will reward them for what they have done. 
 



NUMC Music Ministry 
 
If you would like to participate in the music ministry through choir,  
praise band, chimes, special music, small group ensembles,  
please text (preferred) or call our music director Lisa at 309-472-4472. 
  
 

Request from the Administrative Staff 
 
If you have materials or information for the May newsletter, it needs to be submitted 
to the office no later than Friday, May 22nd.  
                                                  

 
Update Information 

 

We are updating our church directory information! 
If your address or phone number has changed please contact the 
church office at 309-692-0421 or leave a note on Norma’s desk! 

 
 

Altar Flowers 

 

Please, don’t forget to sign up for your altar flowers!  The forms and 
calendar are in the glass case in the fellowship hall.  The flowers are 
$20.00 and you can take the flowers home with you after church.                                                                                                                                  

 

 

Randy Douglass 
IT IS A SECRET! 

 
Leanne received this email from Gail! 

 
I am hoping that each church Randy has served in the past will do a card shower 
and send notes of special memories of how he impacted their lives, memories, 
funny anecdotes etc and send to:  
 
Sarah Douglass. 314 Madrid Drive, Lebanon, TN 37087 

Gail also says it is a secret for Randy.  
Thanks! 



  

 
Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries 

               
 
 
 

 
April Anniversaries 

 

Raymond & Joyce Dixon 04/05 
 
 
 

 
         April Birthdays 

 
 

 
Earlene Wood 04/02 
Leanne Gollnitz 04/07 

 Lisa Rogers  04/08 
Sharon Musselman 04/12 
Robert Booth  04/25 

 Marilyn Anderson  04/27 
 Randy Hammitt  04/28 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

May Anniversaries 
 

Chuck & Janet Traver 05/15 
Terry & Vicki Haas 05/25 

 Paul & Leanne Gollnitz      05/29 
 
 

May Birthdays 
 

Paul Gollnitz 05/03 
Randy Anderson 05/08 

 Doris Meinke  05/08 
Bill Traver 05/08 

 Kim Switzer  05/12 
 Robert Denler  05/20 
 Sandy Osman  05/25 
 Janet Hansis                        05/28 
 Griffin Scott  05/30 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

If you don’t see your birthday or 
anniversary on the list?  This means the 
Church office does not have your 
information. You may submit your 
information to the Church office by  
e-mail: 
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or 
call the church office (309) 692-0421 for 
an update information form. Thanks! 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

Local Events 
 

Mission Volunteer training 

 
Mission Volunteers are individuals or couples (ages 18 and up), who seek long-term partnerships 
with communities around the world.  
 
Mission Volunteers will be holding a training event April 22-25 in the IGRC at Lake Williamson 
Christian Retreat Center in Carlinville.. 
 
Mission Volunteer opportunities are diverse and range from working with refugees, children and 
youth, serving as a teacher, pastor, camp director or health care professional. The length of service 
ranges from two months to more than two years.  
 
To be a Mission Volunteer, apply online to attend an upcoming training where you will be prepared 
for partnership and mission in the world. 
 

Registration and more information: https://www.umcmission.org//serve-with-us/mission-volunteers 
 

 

  
CONGREGATIONAL HEALTH CONNECTORS CLASS 

Wednesday, May 6 & Wednesday, May 13, 2020 
John A Logan College 

700 Logan College Rd 
Carterville, Il  62918 

 
A Congregational Health Connectors training will be held on May 6 and 13 at John A. Logan 
College in Carterville from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
The Congregational Health Connectors Program trains lay people how to promote health and 
how to connect members to the appropriate resources for health and well being that are 
available in southern Illinois. 
 
Participants attend a two-day training, learning about health topics such as diabetes, high 
blood pressure, taking medicines correctly, healthy relationships, mental health, and planning 
for emergencies. A resource tool kit is provided for each faith community. Congregational 
Health Connectors gain knowledge and support for starting a Health Ministry in their 
congregation. 

 
  

Call for more information: Jo Sanders BSN, RN  
Health Ministry Coordinator 618.457.5200. ext. 67830 

 

https://www.umcmission.org/serve-with-us/mission-volunteers


 

 

To register, please complete form on the back and return to  
Health Ministry/Community Benefits Department, 1239 E. Main 
Street, Carbondale, IL or email form to fanta.saidou@sih.net  
Deadline for registration is Wednesday, April 22, 2020  
 
 

Register by mail or email. No Cost to Attend.  

Name 
__________________________________________________________

_  
Phone Number 

__________________________________________________  
Email 

__________________________________________________________
_  

Address__________________________________________________
________  

__________________________________________________________
________  

Occupation 
_____________________________________________________  

Faith Community 
_______________________________________________  

Minister’s Information  
Minister 

Name__________________________________________________  
Minister Email: 

_________________________________________________  
Minister Phone Number: 

________________________________________ 
 
 
  

 
  



 

  



 

  



 

 

Festival of Quilts on Friday, April 3 and  

Saturday, April 4 has been canceled! 

 

 

For more information, contact Colleen Combes at ccombes@cunninghamhome.org, 

217.337.9058, or visit: www.cunninghamhome.org/events/festival-quilts 
 

 
 

 

Mission trip to Hungary 

 
 
 

The dates for the sixth IGRC mission trip to Budapest are June 11-20.  
 
Cost for the trip is $2,500 which covers airfare, insurance, room and board for the 
week. Qualifications for participation include a valid passport, willingness to teach 
conversational English, flexibility, and the ability to walk moderate distances while 
carrying one’s luggage. Trip members may qualify for a Workman Trust mission grant.  
 

For an application or more information visit www.igrc.org/hungary or contact the trip 

leader, Ken Hutchens, at brokenhutchens@gmail.com.  
 

IGRC missioners have taught conversational English as part of a mission partnership 
with the Pest United Methodist Church of Budapest, Hungary, since 2014. In June 2019, 
six Americans from three IGRC churches taught high school students at the Schola 
Europa for a week. The school was recently turned over to the United Methodist church 
of Hungary for administration.  
 

Previous groups had taught conversational English at the Forrai School and the Pest 
UMC church. The English camp experience provides students with a valuable life tool, 
connects the students more closely with the church, and creates an opportunity to share 
faith in Jesus Christ. Along with classroom time the week was filled with outings with the 
students around the beautiful city of Budapest, joint worship, and fellowship with the 
people of Pest UMC.  
 

Our In Person Sunday Worship Service Has Been Postponed! 

You can join us online. The link is on Northwest United Methodist 

Church Peoria, Il website.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ccombes@cunninghamhome.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001al9fcRcsmJEUm6hdygnFbYgDYJ2HGpBAPtmbPusmQUwC7uV1jGsLEB89CjpgcF7WxDB9EDWuLmlhAd6Mg9UfqezW5InySF3DIdpvD69JZG_ktdD0y-0MHMwMbrshDOO-SGiDmvAYIfWOGTcVjM6_F8afNuYheUtXtY3xYrVFy36IVqSRrKu7SaO6DOk-TMdm%26c%3D66qRfiYVrCaNaI_TKF1eHfh4Zz8bGLhlgNuQRTmqSgJfBFYqfcBj2A%3D%3D%26ch%3D7BtPL92iBujt2qwshZ_0h3oil-2iUANl8BiJsK4IcQdX_GBszhWzPg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cb914e73d59bf47ee15f708d7c45457fb%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637193738841835781&sdata=3%2BvWreCMLE%2BUP4EksDdta74KVdGwub7KmdqGGB0muBE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0017N_OYyD-aFhb8ZA0uSrpHFm2Nt9f2nVf0EoflJ4WPWLgsZ38kGNMkhHRNp8krHvxArntQOqkcVGZuhDnK2WtbWqtO_bdhUIoON7nhpO_zEyGJkY1qkVclhYBrVMFz__JT18F7DKe3uI7CcGMSqU56A%3D%3D%26c%3DCldpE_-uR6vq_tME6-eHekUqMSqUVy4ujxGkqpR4ZG1CGge_2lg5Kw%3D%3D%26ch%3Dau7Ym5Z9GMmfB2Xm3q_Rpi4YyMv2g5hkahu9qyntNTUOZQ6cAniRYA%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc595917a517b4dc0325508d782304735%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637121016175919311&sdata=t5Xs5u3F%2F2vnQIlGz52u2NAekj5BxN%2FoorIv05iUTOA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:brokenhutchens@gmail.com


 

All In Person Services and Meetings Have Been Canceled Until 
Further Notice 

Regular Worship Services 
 

                         Adult Sunday School                                 8:30 a.m. 

                         Children Sunday School                            8:30 a.m. 

                         Sunday Worship                                        9:45 a.m.  

            Nursery Available                    8:30 -11:00 a.m. 
                          

Bible Study and Prayer Times 
                                 

                             Wednesday Morning Bible Study            9:30 a.m.   

                         Wednesday Evening Bible Study       6:00 p.m. 

                         Wednesday Choir Practice                      7:00 p.m. 

                                         

                         Thursday Prayer Study Group               10:30 a.m. 

 

Online Opportunities 

Online worship posted on YouTube channel Saturday night 

Wednesday morning Bible study conference call at 9:30 AM 

Thursday evening Bible study conference call at 6:00 Pm 

Live Prayer Thursday at 10:30 AM on YouTube channel 

                                      

                     
                                             

      

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Miranda Denler * 309-670-0765 * mimi2005@msn.com  

Worship Director:  Lisa Rogers * 309-472-4472 * lsealine@yahoo.com  

Admin. Assistant: Norma Snodgrass * 331-216-4345 northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 

   

Church Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 Visit us on the web: www.nwunitedmethodist.org  

mailto:mimi2005@msn.com
mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

                                                                        Funny 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           Submitted by Dennis Messersmith                      
 



 

Job: 8-21 

 

He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy.   

 
 

 

If you have a church chuckle (clean and funny) or poem that you would like to 

share.  Please e-mail it to northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or  

leave it in my church mailbox.  Norma 
 

 

 

Blessings, 
Pastor Miranda, Lisa & Norma 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net

