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From the Pastor 
 
I don’t know about you all, but I’m tired.  
That’s probably not how you expected me to start this month’s newsletter, but it’s true. I wrote 
for the April newsletter that I was going to take some time to read books in attempt to better 
my own faith. I am happy to report that I have been successful at that. I’ve finished two books 
so far and found them both enlightening to my walk with God. 
Now, I’ve started book number three, and it’s a little bit different than the first two. Instead of 
being a book directed at Christian women and the unnecessary American idea that we must be 
able to do it all, the book I’ve now started is about leadership. I figured it’s something I’ve been 
struggling with during the pandemic, so why not give it a try.  
Y’all. I’ve only finished one chapter and I don’t want to keep going. It turns out that the premise 
of the book is that good leadership comes from the silent time you spend with God. I’m not 
sure I can remember the last time I’ve spent time in silence with God. Sure, I’ve listened to 
worship music and prayed. I’ve included short moments of silence in various services. I actually 
do think silence is important. However, the last time I tried to spend any amount of time in 
silence before God is so long ago, I don’t remember it. I don’t want to keep reading this book. 
It’s not just about silence, but it requires you to practice silence at the end of every chapter. 
After the first chapter, I tried, but could only sit still for 10 minutes. I don’t want to read this 
book. 
Sometimes, the work God desires us to accomplish is something we don’t want to do. I know 
that my resistance to this book just shows how much I need to learn to sit in silence. I need to 
remember how to hear the voice of God without the help of music or devotions. I need to sit in 
my pain and not just find a way to immediately ease it. I need to admire the creation of God for 
more than just a few moments. I need this in my life because I’m tired. God is the refreshing 
water I need to wake me up again. Yet, needing something and wanting to do it are not the 
same. Just because I know it’s good for me and my relationship with God doesn’t make it 
easier.  
 
 



I am going to keep reading this book, and it will be like pulling teeth the entire way. Why am I 
forcing myself? Because I know that God desires a closer relationship with me. I know that I can  
be a better leader if I learn to listen more. I know that this book will help me to do those things 
and more.  
What do you need to do to strengthen your relationship with God this month? Do you want to 
do it? Maybe you’re a better person than me and you’re excited about whatever it is God has 
called you to.  I’m excited with you! I pray God will bless your new experience and that you will 
grow in faith and love. If you’re like me, and you really don’t want to do what God is asking of 
you, I ask you to join me in challenging yourself this month. If all of us take one step to become 
closer to God this month, imagine how much stronger we will be as a church! Take that step, 
spend time in silence, read your Bible more, pray for your enemies. DO IT! We will not regret 
taking on this challenge together! You pray for me, and I’ll pray for you; God will do the work! 

 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Miranda Denler 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From Pastor Miranda 
 

Coming Back to the Heart of Worship 

On May 8th, the Illinois Great Rivers Conference released the Bishop’s plan for reopening churches titled 
“Coming Back to the Heart of Worship”  

 You can see the plan here: https://www.igrc.org/coming-back-to-the-heart-of-worship 

The 16-page document details a phased plan of reopening that mirrors the state’s plan. With every 
phase, churches have been given guidance on best practices for worship, small groups, and staff. This 
phased plan is to be followed according to the state’s guidelines even if a region or county releases their 
own plan.  

Keep in mind that the state’s plan breaks up the state into regions that will move from phase to phase 
independently of each other and based on a series of measures that must be met. These measures 

include the number of tests, positive cases, free ICU beds, etc. Northwest is permitted to move phases 

only when our region of the state does. 

Northwest Plan 
The Administrative Council approved a small team to determine next steps for reopening the doors of 
Northwest to small groups and worship. This team met and had a productive discussion. 

Restrictions 

Phase 3 

In this phase, churches are permitted to reopen their doors to groups of 10 or under with the following 
restrictions: 

 All persons in the church building are required to wear a mask and maintain social distancing of 6 
feet from anyone that is not in their household. 

 No congregational singing is permitted. 

 No fellowship or meal sharing time. 

 No children’s ministry or nursery. 

  

 

 

 

https://www.igrc.org/coming-back-to-the-heart-of-worship


Phase 4 

In this phase, churches are permitted to reopen their doors to groups of 50 or under with the following 
restrictions: 

 All persons in the church building are required to wear a mask and maintain social distancing of 6 
feet from anyone that is not in their household. 

 No congregational singing permitted. 

 No fellowship or meal sharing time. 

 Children’s ministries and nursery are allowed to reopen with caution. 

According to the CDC’s recommendation, the following will apply to all phases until we enter Phase 

5, when all restrictions will be lifted: 

“People over 65 years old, those with compromised immunity, those with respiratory illness or injury, 
others who are at a higher risk of dying from COVID-19, those who have tested positive for COVID-19, 
and those who have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 14 days 
should continue to remain isolated and avoid gatherings of any size until they are given the all-clear.” 

In discussing this restriction, we are in agreement that no one will be turned away from entering the 

church building unless they are showing visible signs of illness. However, we caution anyone who 
falls into any of these categories to use wisdom and discernment in their decision to participate in any 
church activity. 

Face Masks 
We realize that requiring a mask to enter the church may be a burden to those of you who do not have 

one. We will not be providing disposable masks for events at the church because the cost is exorbitant. If 

you are in need of a mask, please contact the church office and we can provide you with a reusable 

mask. If you are willing to donate masks to those who have need of them, please contact the church 

office. If you have a medical condition that prohibits the wearing of a mask, please make sure the 
church office knows in advance so that arrangements can be made to make your visit to Northwest as 
comfortable as possible. 

 Online Worship Will Continue 
No matter what happens, Pastor Miranda, Lisa, and the Praise Band are committed to bringing you 

online worship options, as well as providing printed material for those who do not use technology, 
throughout Phases 3 and 4. This means that if you are not comfortable participating with the restrictions 
above or simply because of your own comfort level, you will continue to have other worship options 
available to you for the foreseeable future. 

 THANK YOU!  

 

 

 



 
Parsonage Kitchen Remodel 

 
 
 
 

The image below shows the summary of the parsonage kitchen remodel income 
and expenses.  We would need an additional $3847.74 in offerings to get to a 
50/50 split between offerings and savings.   
  
  
  

 

  



 
 

Pastor Miranda's Ordination – August 15, 2020 
 
Ordination Service Postponed 
 
Bishop Frank J. Beard has announced that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference will be postponed until August 14 & 
15.  This means that Pastor Miranda will have to wait until the morning of 
Saturday, August 15 for her ordination.  Please continue to pray for Pastor 
Miranda during this period of great anticipation, now coupled with waiting.  
 
We hope you will mark your calendars for attending the ordination and joining us 
in recognizing this major ministry milestone for Pastor Miranda! If you are 
unavailable on August 15, please gather with us for worship on Sunday, August 16 
as we celebrate Pastor Miranda's becoming an ordained minister in the United 
Methodist Church. 
 

In Christ, 
Deborah Lauseng, SPRC Chair 

 
 

 
 

General Conference 2020 

 
General Conference 2020 has been tentatively rescheduled for late August-early 
September of 2021. You can read an article about the decision using the link 
below. There is a push from young delegates to choose a different date since 
these align with the start of the school year. Jurisdictional Conferences are in the 
midst of rescheduling as well. 
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/tentative-general-conference-dates-
publicized 

 

 
Bishop Beard continues to post weekly messages online.  
You can find them here: https://www.igrc.org/bishop-messages 

 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/tentative-general-conference-dates-publicized
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/tentative-general-conference-dates-publicized
https://www.igrc.org/bishop-messages


Aldersgate 2020 in Peoria 

 

Aldersgate Renewal Ministries has announced that Aldersgate 2020 
Conference will be at the Peoria Civic Center July 9-12. 
 

The conference theme is Breaking the Chains,  
taken from Psalms 107:13-14. 
 
Find out more on their website: https://aldersgateconference.org/ 

 

ILCAAAP seeks entries to 

Alcohol Awareness poster contest 

 

Illinois Churches in Action invites all students in grades 6 - 12 to participate 
in the 25th Annual Alcohol Awareness Poster Contest. Students should 
design artwork around the theme "Alcohol is a Drug, Don't Drink Drugs." 
The actual words do not need to be present on the poster as long as the art 
captures the theme. 
 
Top prizes are a HP laptop computer, Galaxy tablet, and Fire HD8. 
Individual school prizes will also be awarded.  
Please mail to: 1132 W. Jefferson St, Springfield, IL 62702. 
 
Complete instructions and information can be found online at 
www.ilcaaap.org or call ILCAAAP at 866-940-6871. 
 
An estimated 88,000 people die from alcohol-related causes each year, 
making alcohol the third leading preventable cause of death in the United 
States. 

ALL CAMPS ARE CANCELED FOR THIS SUMMER! 

 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center is sending a large shipment of supplies to 
the Four Corners Region of the U.S. which is having a large COVID-19 outbreak at 
this time. If you would like to contribute, you can donate money on their website 
to recoup a large purchase of hand sanitizer, 1,250 gallons. 
http://www.midwestmission.org/donate 

https://aldersgateconference.org/
http://www.ilcaaap.org/
http://www.midwestmission.org/donate


Trailers Needed 

Midwest Mission is in need of enclosed trailers!! We are setting up 
collection points all over the Midwest and to do this we need more 
enclosed trailers. Please contact us if you have one you are willing to 
part with. We are willing to purchase or will accept donations.  
 

Call us at 217.483.7911 or email us at office@midwestmission.org  

 
 

Announcing 

  

Illinois River District 
Mission Trip 
July 5-11, 2020 

 
UNITED METHODISTS IN THE ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT ARE  
INVITED TO GO TO PROJECT CONNECT IN NASHVILLE  
TENNESSEE TO HELP SERVE IN VARIOUS AREAS OF NEED. 
 

Mission Trip arrangements being made through:  
Pekin First United Methodist Church  
1315 Court Street  
Pekin, Illinois 61554 
Phone: 309-347-3155 
Email: info@pekinfirst.org 
Please reserve your spot by June 10, 2020 

 

Cost: $395 (plus 6 Suppers, 6 Lunches)  

Destination: Project CONNECT,  
Nashville Tennessee;  
To register for this mission trip:  
1) Send an email to:  
jmcclarey@pekinfirst.org letting us know you’ll be on the trip!  
2) Make check payable to “Pekin First UMC.”  
3) Mail check to: Pekin First UMC,  
1315 Court St., Pekin, IL 61554 

mailto:office@midwestmission.org
mailto:info@pekinfirst.org


UMCOR establishes Covid-19 fund 

  
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has established a COVID-19 Response 
Fund to "support vulnerable populations disproportionately impacted by the coronavirus in 
the U.S. and around the world. Grants from this fund will be disbursed quickly and 
efficiently, allowing Methodist partners to address health concerns, food insecurity, water 
and hygiene limitations and other pressing needs in their communities."  
You can donate through Northwest by sending a check marked with “UMCOR COVID-19” in the memo 
line or directly to UMCOR here:  
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx 

 
 

From SPRC 
 
 

Need to contact Pastor Miranda?  Do you have something you would like to discuss with her or 
have information to pass along to her?  Pastor Miranda and the members of the Staff Parish 
Relations Committee (SPRC) want you to know the best method of reaching Pastor Miranda is 
by emailing her (she receives notifications directly on her cell phone), or by leaving her a voice 
message on the parsonage phone.  Contacting her during scheduled office hours is another 
option.  However, she does not do text messaging.  Please make sure to include in your 
message how you would like her to get back in touch with you and she will contact you as soon 
as she is available. In case of emergencies, if possible, please send an email and leave a voice 
message. You may also reach out to any member of SPRC. 
Pastor Miranda's email: MiMi2005@msn.com; Parsonage phone: 309-670-0765 
Office hours: Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. (afternoons are for visitations); Church 
Office phone: 309-692-0421 

 

From the Trustees 

The Illinois Department of Transportation has announced their plans for the next 
5 years.  Included in those plans is Route 150 (War Memorial Drive) that runs by 
the church.  The state is planning to spend over $37,000,000.00 to work over the 
stretch of road from west of Orange Prairie Road to west of the intersection with 
Sterling and Glen Avenue.  This money will be for Construction Engineering, Land 
Acquisition, Standard Overlay, Shoulder Reconstruction, Curb and Gutter, 
Sidewalks, Intersection Reconstruction and Utility Adjustment.   The Trustees of 
NUMC will be watching these plans to see what effect they may have on our 
frontage. 
 
 

 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001BTXuQnSEGjKz7uAmKlWQ5Cm1MgdzfZiXVIH28RXGFDemgB8GA2Dhr0LLx-lHKN0ygX4JwLiFRA2DofjFiiJDnlBkIoNiJisOQ9vMkjBvJ2vsl-JAHCTjWyW9qlpOt-kc7uUCUbck-q2LXoUc26a_gL9XErYOkFE_zSE0K5832Bma3WNiEt98q8OlCJfM9813OBqYl8lhJsAXfs6yvSoAxJOmDIohwBREe6qVDf156Lu1Nlvhnqa6mjT3oAFoW_A7lMqeLhGJQ0m4-dJFn68Zaw%3D%3D%26c%3Di-L0wwAExIE9QyIbed_wRV567eoLrWeSgqixGLptBDeOfAkwPMcQPQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DYMqtgif-Xcc-qOivP4izI_19gdQdRMGNPZZbMr5GlZfucYBURawf4A%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8f947ab46ea04c01ec8508d7e87344a0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637233454081637780&sdata=o02xCStIO5pF02QlF3%2FqToBitH1qZAodMC63gXKQ7Qw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001BTXuQnSEGjKz7uAmKlWQ5Cm1MgdzfZiXVIH28RXGFDemgB8GA2Dhr0LLx-lHKN0ygX4JwLiFRA2DofjFiiJDnlBkIoNiJisOQ9vMkjBvJ2vsl-JAHCTjWyW9qlpOt-kc7uUCUbck-q2LXoUc26a_gL9XErYOkFE_zSE0K5832Bma3WNiEt98q8OlCJfM9813OBqYl8lhJsAXfs6yvSoAxJOmDIohwBREe6qVDf156Lu1Nlvhnqa6mjT3oAFoW_A7lMqeLhGJQ0m4-dJFn68Zaw%3D%3D%26c%3Di-L0wwAExIE9QyIbed_wRV567eoLrWeSgqixGLptBDeOfAkwPMcQPQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DYMqtgif-Xcc-qOivP4izI_19gdQdRMGNPZZbMr5GlZfucYBURawf4A%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8f947ab46ea04c01ec8508d7e87344a0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637233454081637780&sdata=o02xCStIO5pF02QlF3%2FqToBitH1qZAodMC63gXKQ7Qw%3D&reserved=0
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx
mailto:MiMi2005@msn.com


 
 

Educational and Spiritual Growth 
 

Postponed Until Further Notice 
                                          

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
Bible Study starts at 9:30 AM 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
Bible Study starts at 6:00 PM 

 
 

Conference Call Bible Study 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study at 9:30 AM 

Thursday Evening Bible Study at 6:00 PM 
 

 

To join the conference call by phone or online: 
 

Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
Access code: 177325# 
 
Online meeting ID: northwestunited 
Join the online meeting: 
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/northwestunited 
 
For additional assistance connecting to the meeting text "Help" to the  
Dial-In number above. Message and data rates may apply. 

                                           

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/northwestunited


 
 

Postponed Until Further Notice 
 
 

Adult Sunday School 
8:30—Everyone is welcome to join us. This class meets in the 
Conference Room downstairs. 
See RightNow media for Sunday School materials! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In-Person Morning Bible Study Postponed  
Until Further Notice 

Conference call Bible study on Wednesdays at 9:30 AM 
 

Starting June 1st, we will be reading the Bible chronologically together. Below is a 
calendar of scripture readings for the month of June. Also below is a calendar of 
videos on RightNow Media that will enhance your independent study. When we 
meet on Wednesday mornings, we will be discussing the texts read over the 
course of the last week as well as any videos you may have had the chance to 
watch. Please join us for our first meeting next week by conference call.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RightNow Media Video Suggestion for  
Wednesday Morning Bible Study  

Chronological Study 

Each video can be found in the Chronological Study of the Bible Channel in the 

Northwest United Methodist Church Library on RightNow Media. If you need help 

finding the library or channel, please contact Pastor Miranda. Viewing every video 

is not necessary, but will aid you in your study throughout the month. 

  

June 1st How to Read Genesis Part 1—Tim Mackie 

2nd Creation and Fall: Genesis Part 1—Tim Mackie 

5th Noah—The Perfect Storm Featuring Chris Seay 

8th Families and Failures: Genesis Part 2 

9th How to Read Genesis Part 2 

10th Abraham—God’s Covenant 

11th Lingering with God 

12th Abraham—Patience 

19th God Can Heal a Broken Family 

20th Joseph—Abandoned 

22nd Joseph—Tested 

23rd Joseph—Promoted 

27th Job 

28th How to Read Job 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 

In-Person Evening Bible Study Postponed Until Further Notice 
Conference call Bible study Thursdays at 6:00 PM 

 

Evening Bible Study 
 
 
Video Series on RightNow Media – “The Book of Philippians” – Jo Saxton 
 
The life Jesus invites us into when we follow him is one of sacrifice. But does sacrificial 
living mean the Christian life should be riddled with sorrow? Paul answers that question 
in his letter to the Philippians with a resounding no. Paul, and the Philippians with him, 
lived joyfully in the midst of persecution, prison, and poverty. 
 
In this eight-session series, Jo Saxton takes us through Philippians to encourage us to 
follow Jesus no matter what life throws at us. Through Paul's words and example, learn 
how joy and sacrifice can go hand-in-hand. 
   

 
 

Postponed Until Further Notice 
Sunday School for Children and Youth  

 

Sunday School classes are at the same time as the Sunday morning Adult Sunday 
School time, starting at 8:30am.  The classes we have planned are as follows. 
 
Children Sunday School Classes 
4 year olds – 6 year olds 
7 year olds – 10 year olds 
 
The two children’s age groups will start their class together viewing a teaching 
video series appropriate for both age groups, then separate into the two classes 
for age appropriate discussions and teaching for the last half of class. 
                          

 



 
 

Postponed Until Further Notice 
Confirmation Class/5th grade - 8th grade (8:45) 

 
The Youth Sunday School class will start out with a Confirmation Class program, 
led by Pastor Miranda.  Though this class is designated as being through 8th grade, 
it would still be engaging and important for youth in high school! 
As a People of God, we have been given this opportunity to provide real 
discipleship opportunity for our kids!  We will need, of course, volunteers to 
support these classes.  Whether you wish to teach, or only support by being 
there, we need you!  We would like a large “brigade” of volunteers, so that a 
rotation of Sunday School teaching and support can be done. 
If you have questions about volunteering and what will be involved, you can 
speak with Cameron after the service.  You may also email Cameron at 
cqlauseng@gmail.com with any questions you have. 
God is Good!  Let us engage in this important work He has given to us! 
Mathew 19:14 - but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder 
them; for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 
                                                  

Children’s Sunday School “At Home” 
 

If you would like to receive weekly materials regarding 
“At Home” Children’s Sunday School please email the church at: 

northwestunited @sbcglobal.net  
 
   

 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

mailto:cqlauseng@gmail.com
https://voicesofglass.wordpress.com/category/just-for-fun/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


 
 

UMC Events 
 

Free Clinic Will Be Open June 13! 
                                       

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic ~ We have a free medical clinic available to 

anyone who needs basic care.  The clinic hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 

Saturday, June, 13.  If you or someone you know needs medical attention, please 

come or bring someone who might not have transportation.  Dr. Ted and Lisa 

Rogers serve this wonderful outreach ministry.  
 

                

                
 

Volunteer for the Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic 
 

 

We are trying to develop a list of people that can be pleasant, take blood 

pressure, read the scales and write.  If you meet these qualifications, please call 

and add your name to our list to help at the once-a-month free health clinic.  

We need a list of volunteers to fill in very occasionally.  In other words, not 

every month, but when Lisa cannot make it (which is very rare), we need a 

backup ready to fill in. Lisa is also willing to train anyone who is interested. 

Please give Joyce Dixon a call at 815-878-6840 for more details or to add your 

name to the list.                                      

                                

 

                              Senior Group Luncheon 

        Is postponed until a later date! 

 If you have questions, please call  

Dorothy Swirmicky at  

309-691-8740. 
 

            
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to watch and tell everyone you 

know our YouTube service is on  

Sunday mornings! 

 

The link is on Northwest United Methodist Church  

Peoria, Il website.   

 

Donuts! 

                       Peoria Rescue Mission 

 
The Ad Council voted to have Ron’s bakery deliver our donuts to Peoria Rescue 
Mission.  They delivered a single delivery of five Sunday’s worth of orders to make 
up for all the Sundays we have not had an order from them and now they deliver 
our regular Sunday order every Sunday until we begin to meet in person again.   
  



 

                                                          Face Masks! 
 

Thank you!  We are grateful for those who have donated items to make the  
face masks.   
Kathy, as of May 19, has made 77 masks!  If you need one, please call Kathy at one of 
the numbers listed below. 
 
309-692-2019 
309-224-9170 
 

 

God bless and keep you safe and healthy, 

Kathy 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         An open letter to our friends 

 

 

May 13, 2020 
 
An open letter to our friends 
This morning I was wringing out several old rags I had used to sop up some water in the 
basement.  Now our old rags are not just used towels—they include t-shirts, sweatshirts, and 
pajamas that are too worn or stained to be used for their original function, but work quite 
nicely as cleaning rags.  As I hung an old t-shirt over a chair outdoors, I noticed that it had a 
faded photograph printed on it.  The photo was of my wife Norma and either six or seven 
coworkers, including her cousin who has long since moved back to her home state of Virginia.  
(The reason I say six or seven is that one of the light patches in the photo may or may not be a 
face—that’s how faded it is.) 
So, there was also a little verse on the t-shirt, which I thought was very appropriate during this 
pandemic when we see those we love only rarely and even then at what we hope is a safe 
distance.  It said “Friendship lives within your heart.  Friends together, friends apart.” 
So, to our friends who are apart from us for the time being, we do cherish your friendship in our 
hearts, and we look forward to a time when we do not have to be apart. 
 
Vic Snodgrass 
 

                               
 

 



 

Postponed Until Further Notice 

NUMC Prayer Partners 
 

The Prayer Group meets at NUMC Thursday mornings at 10:30 AM.  

If you would like more information, contact Dixie Rogers at  

309-472-4336.  

Live Prayer Thursdays at 10:30 AM on the 

YouTube channel. Send prayer requests to 

Pastor Miranda by 10:00 AM                                

                

                

Postpone Until Further Notice 

NUMC Reads BOOK CLUB – June 2020 
                 

Would you be interested in joining a book club? 

Why not join us? 
 

Have you ever thought about joining a book club?  Now is your 
opportunity!  

We will be reading “Invention of Wings” by Sue Mon Kidd! 
We will be discussing the book in late May.   
Meeting date to be determined!  
For more information, please call Deb Lauseng at  
734-748-3367.   We would love to have you join us! 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 



 

June Upper Room free download 

  
Since churches are unable to meet and gather safely in their buildings during the pandemic, The 
Upper Room is offering the June 2020 issue, both in English and Spanish, as a free downloadable 
PDF.  
  
Upper Room Publisher and World Editor, Rev. Stephen Bryant, says, “We at The Upper Room are 
holding churches and our readers close to our heart, more than ever. This is our family connected 
through Christ, and we care deeply about each person’s physical and spiritual wellbeing.” Bryant 
continues,  
 
“The Upper Room devotional is a spiritual companion, a healing balm, to millions of Christians and 
their primary way to spend time with God each day. Nothing should disrupt this sacred connection if 
we can prevent it.” 
  
Download this edition and/or one of several special editions here: 

https://www.upperroom.org/special-editions 

Prayer Concerns 
Contact Dennis Messersmith at 

dmau@comcast.net 

Don’t use email? 

Please call the church at 309-692-0421 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001BTXuQnSEGjKz7uAmKlWQ5Cm1MgdzfZiXVIH28RXGFDemgB8GA2Dhr0LLx-lHKN0ys_NGhr6n06NJPD7i7JIS1m_eJ61X8MuZrKpcH_4EQobScMUAOyNeAstT19ZoZNin8KjeAQrSJB2B_ADni51xB8B7IXv8NWAksdL25O1ZJP4%3D%26c%3Di-L0wwAExIE9QyIbed_wRV567eoLrWeSgqixGLptBDeOfAkwPMcQPQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DYMqtgif-Xcc-qOivP4izI_19gdQdRMGNPZZbMr5GlZfucYBURawf4A%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8f947ab46ea04c01ec8508d7e87344a0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637233454081657766&sdata=oCKmOGtuDf7fEUjvqe4qpI9FhHi0LcNu49G3m7GWZNU%3D&reserved=0
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June Mission 

 
The Outreach Mission for June is BETHEL FOOD PANTRY.  We have collected  
non-perishable items for Bethel for many years.  Since we are not sure when 
Northwest UMC will be open, we are asking that the food items be delivered to 
Nylene Bradburn’s home at 5106 N. Cherrill Street, Peoria, IL 61614.  Please call 
(309) 634-5591 before delivering to make sure she is home.  For further 
information, please contact Nylene Bradburn.  Below are the items they are 
requesting: 
 
Canned Fruits 
Canned Vegetables 
Soups 
Canned meats (tuna, chicken, Spam) 
Crackers 
Cereals 
Oatmeal 
Rice 
Macaroni & Cheese 
Instant Mash Potatoes 
Gravy 
Pasta 
Spaghetti Sauce 
Jiffy Mixes 

 
 

This ministry serves families in the community with food staples and other 
supplies for their home.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Northwest’s Vegetable Garden 

 
We are excited that the garden is once again underway and we hope it will be a 
productive season.  Thanks to Marilyn Anderson who encouraged us to take on 
the garden this year and who will be working with us this season to make sure the 
plants are watered and nourished and the weeds kept at bay.  Another huge 
thanks goes to Kathy Becker and Sandy Osman for helping us haul and spread two 
big loads of mulch!  We couldn’t have done it without you!! 
 
We thought it would be fun to involve the kids this year by having them 
decorate their own garden box and to help us choose what to plant in them.  So 
far our artists are Josh and William Anderson, Griffin, Ana and Mia Scott, and 
Ariana Buck.  If there are any other kids or grandkids who would like to have 
their own garden box to decorate, let us know.  We have 3 or 4 that could be 
used. 
 
We welcome any and all adult volunteers if anyone would like to spend time in 
the garden, purchase plants for us to plant or make a financial donation for 
plants.  Chuck Traver is the first to plant with 8 nice looking tomato 
plants.  Nylene and Vic and Norma are contributing toward plants and we want to 
say thank you to them. 
 
The produce will go to several entities, typically Esther House, Peoria Rescue 
Ministries and Southside Mission.  If you have a charity in need of fresh produce 
you can let us know when we are ready to harvest. 
 
Blessings to all and we miss you! 
Gary and Dixie Rogers 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proverbs 19:17 ~ Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, 
and he will reward them for what they have done. 

 



 
 
 

NUMC Music Ministry 
 
If you would like to participate in the music ministry through choir,  
praise band, chimes, special music, small group ensembles,  
please text (preferred) or call our music director Lisa at 309-472-4472. 
  
 

Request from the Administrative Staff 
 
If you have materials or information for the July newsletter, it needs to be submitted 
to the office no later than Sunday, June 24th.  
                                                  

 
Update Information 

 

 
We are updating our church directory information! 

If your address or phone number has changed please contact the 
church office at 309-692-0421 or email northwestunited@sbcglobal.net! 

 
 

 
Altar Flowers 

 

Please, don’t forget to sign up for your altar flowers!  The forms and 
calendar are in the glass case in the fellowship hall.  The flowers are 
$20.00 and you can take the flowers home with you after church. 
 

Due to Church Building Closure 
If you ordered flowers for June and would like to have them delivered to 
someplace, someone or to yourself please let us know.  
We have checked with Becks florist and they will be happy to deliver 
them.  You can contact the church by emailing 
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net or leave a message at 309-692-0421.                                                                                                                           

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries 

               
 
 
 

 
 

June Anniversaries 
 

Randy & Natalie Hammitt 06/14 
Mike & Karen Wasson 06/25 
 

 
 
 

 
         June Birthdays 

 
 

Colin Kohout  06/12 
Kathy Becker  06/18 
Derek Scott  05/08 
Bill Traver  06/23 
Kim Switzer  05/12 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

July Anniversaries 
 

Rick & Kim Dancey  07/10 
George & Mary Staley         07/14 
 

 
 
 

July Birthdays 
 

Shelley Ash                         07/05 
Dorothy Swirmicky            07/08 
Dennis Messersmith           07/12 
Jake Gruber                         07/16 
Gary Baumgarten               07/17 
Gary Rogers                        07/18 
JJ Gruber                             07/21 
Julie Howar                        07/23 
Raymond Dixon                 07/28 
 
 
 

 

If you don’t see your birthday or 
anniversary on the list?  This means the 
Church office does not have your 
information. You may submit your 
information to the Church office by  
e-mail: 
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or 
call the church office (309) 692-0421 for 
an update information form. Thanks! 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 
Local Events 

 

Virtual Festival of Quilts June 1-5 

  

Cunningham Children's Home will host its the 16th Annual Festival of Quilts—its signature 
fundraiser—from the comfort of your own home. This year’s event will be online June 1-5—five days 
of virtual FUNdraising! 

  

"We had to be creative and adapt this year’s Festival to ensure the health and safety of everyone as 
we endure this pandemic," Ginger Mills, Director of Advancement, said. "I don’t doubt our community 
and donors will continue to support the Festival, even in this year’s virtual format, and allow us to 
continue to provide complete care to the youth, adults and families we serve."   

  

Quilts are not only beautiful but often tell a story by capturing a moment or representing a cause. As 
we prepare for our first ever VIRTUAL Festival of Quilts, we are reminded many times over how our 
wonderful community continues to find ways to connect, support and bring hope to others, even 
now. 

  

Find out more information on how to join the fun here: https://www.cunninghamhome.org/events/virtual-
festival-quilts 

  

 
 
  

https://www.cunninghamhome.org/events/virtual-festival-quilts
https://www.cunninghamhome.org/events/virtual-festival-quilts


 

Virtual disaster response training in June 

 
Disasters don't wait for pandemics to end, and the IGRC Early Response Teams are working on how 

to respond to disasters during this time of shelter in place. One of the primary ways the IGRC 

responds to disasters is via our Early Response Teams (ERT).  
 
Our ERTs respond to disasters within the conference, as well as to help other areas facing disasters. 
The mission of Early Response Teams is to provide a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a 
disaster. The team is neither a first response group of emergency workers nor a recovery, rebuild or 
repair team. Instead, it fills a specific need in the early days after a disaster to establish the presence 
of the church. 
  
If you feel called to serve as a member of the IGRC ERT, you must register and participate in one of 
the trainings taught throughout the year. Because of the current pandemic, we have worked with 
UMCOR to put together an online training. 
 
Dates for the training are June 8, 10, 12, and 13th from 10 a.m. – noon each day. 
 

Register for the training here: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/UMCORERTTrainingLiveOnLIneJune8101213 
 
 

Georgia shooting sparks call to end racism 

 
Church leaders are calling for all United Methodists to work for the complete eradication of racism in 
light of the shooting of Ahmaud Arbery, who was shot and killed while jogging in his neighborhood of 
Brunswick, Georgia, on Feb. 23. Kathy L. Gilbert reports. 
 

You can find the full UM News article here: https://www.umnews.org/en/news/georgia-shooting-
sparks-call-to-end-racism 
 
The Council of Bishops also issued a response: 
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/ahmaud-arbery-13996356 
 

Methodists led response in earlier epidemic 

 
When yellow fever sickened thousands and ground government to a halt in 1793, a U.S. founding 
father turned to two trailblazing African American Methodist leaders for help. Heather Hahn has the 
story. 
 
For a look into a UM historical response to an epidemic, you can find the full article here: 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/methodists-led-response-in-earlier-epidemic 
  

https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/UMCORERTTrainingLiveOnLIneJune8101213
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/georgia-shooting-sparks-call-to-end-racism
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Mission trip to Hungary 

 
 

The dates for the sixth IGRC mission trip to Budapest are June 11-20.  
 
Cost for the trip is $2,500 which covers airfare, insurance, room and board for the 
week. Qualifications for participation include a valid passport, willingness to teach 
conversational English, flexibility, and the ability to walk moderate distances while 
carrying one’s luggage. Trip members may qualify for a Workman Trust mission grant.  
 

For an application or more information visit www.igrc.org/hungary or contact the trip 

leader, Ken Hutchens, at brokenhutchens@gmail.com.  
 

IGRC missioners have taught conversational English as part of a mission partnership 
with the Pest United Methodist Church of Budapest, Hungary, since 2014. In June 2019, 
six Americans from three IGRC churches taught high school students at the Schola 
Europa for a week. The school was recently turned over to the United Methodist church 
of Hungary for administration.  
 

Previous groups had taught conversational English at the Forrai School and the Pest 
UMC church. The English camp experience provides students with a valuable life tool, 
connects the students more closely with the church, and creates an opportunity to share 
faith in Jesus Christ. Along with classroom time the week was filled with outings with the 
students around the beautiful city of Budapest, joint worship, and fellowship with the 
people of Pest UMC.  
 

 

 

Mediation Skills Training Aug. 3-7 

 
The Lombard Mennonite Peace Center will once again offer its Mediation Skills Training Institute this 
summer in the western suburbs of Chicago. The details for this exceptional inter-denominational 
event are as follows: 
 
The 2020 summer event will be at St Mark's Episcopal Church in Glen Ellyn. The workshop is 
designed for clergy and other church leaders who wish to learn skills that will help them deal more 
effectively with interpersonal, congregational and other forms of group conflict. 
 

A $200 discount is available to all those who register for the MSTI in Glen Ellyn no later than July 3. 

You can register here: https://lmpeacecenter.org/events-page/registration/ 
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All In-Person Services and Meetings Have Been Postponed 
Until Further Notice 

 
Regular Worship Services 

 

                         Adult Sunday School                                 8:30 a.m. 

                         Children Sunday School                            8:30 a.m. 

                         Sunday Worship                                        9:45 a.m.  

            Nursery Available                    8:30 -11:00 a.m. 
                          

Bible Study and Prayer Times 
                                 

                             Wednesday Morning Bible Study            9:30 a.m.   

                         Wednesday Evening Bible Study       6:00 p.m. 

                         Wednesday Choir Practice                      7:00 p.m. 

                                         

                         Thursday Prayer Study Group               10:30 a.m. 

 

Online Opportunities 

Online worship posted on YouTube channel Saturday night 

Wednesday morning Bible study conference call at 9:30 AM 

Thursday evening Bible study conference call at 6:00 PM 

Live Prayer Thursday at 10:30 AM on YouTube channel 

                                      

                                                                   
      

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Miranda Denler * 309-670-0765 * mimi2005@msn.com  

Worship Director:  Lisa Rogers * 309-472-4472 * lsealine@yahoo.com  

Admin. Assistant: Norma Snodgrass * 331-216-4345 northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 

There are no office hours at this time!   

Please use contact information above if you need to speak with someone! 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 Visit us on the web: www.nwunitedmethodist.org  

mailto:mimi2005@msn.com
mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 

Windshield Wiper Sermon 
By Christians Unite 

Clean Jokes! 
 

 

ne rainy afternoon I was driving along one of the main streets of town, taking those extra 
precautions necessary when the roads are wet and slick. Suddenly, my son Matthew spoke 

up from his relaxed position in the front seat. "Mom, I'm thinking of something." 
       
      This announcement usually meant he had been pondering some fact for a while and was now 
ready to expound all that his seven-year-old mind had discovered. I was eager to hear. 
       
      "What are you thinking?" I asked. 
       
      "The rain," he began, "is like sin. And the windshield wipers are like God, wiping our sins away." 
       
      After the chill bumps raced up my arms, I was able to respond, "That's really good, Matthew." 
Then my curiosity broke in. How far would this little boy take this revelation? 
       
      So I asked, "Do you notice how the rain keeps on coming? What does that tell you?" 
       
      Matthew didn't hesitate one moment with his answer. "We keep on sinning and God just keeps 
on forgiving us." 

 

Job: 8-21 
He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy.   

 
 

 

If you have a church chuckle (clean and funny) or poem that you would like to 

share.  Please e-mail it to northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or  

leave it in my church mailbox.  Norma 
 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Miranda, Lisa & Norma 


