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From the Pastor 
 
Have you noticed that conversation has already turned toward Christmas? None of us know 
what life will look like in 5 months, but at the same time, we’re all ready to look forward to 
something.  
I’ve had multiple conversations with people about the lack of something to look forward to 
being the worst part of this whole experience. I know many of you lost opportunities to 
celebrate with your family and friends on multiple occasions. Rob and I have been planning a 
big trip to Japan since we got married. Luckily, we didn’t buy the tickets before the pandemic 
hit! Just recently I was asked what I’m looking forward to and I couldn’t come up with a single 
thing. While daily life has continued, there hasn’t been the same flow of life we are used to. 
Over time, this wears on our mental health. So, I think because Christmas day won’t change 
even if how we celebrate does, we’ve set Christmas in our sights as the thing to look forward 
to. Well, that is, if you’re a winter person. I’ve also noticed an uptick in longing for Fall on 
Facebook. We don’t know when life will return to “normal” and so we keep looking for anything 
good to hang our hat on. 
Welcome to the normal Christian experience! We’re not used to this kind of waiting, and yet, 
we should be. While the world is waiting for the end of the pandemic, we, as Christians, are 
waiting for something even better than “normal” life. We are waiting for the Kingdom of God! 
Scripture is full of references to the coming Kingdom of God. You may have noticed as we 
entered the month of July we started reading through the book of Matthew. Throughout the 
rest of Summer and Fall we will continue to read the teachings and stories of Jesus from the 
perspective of Matthew. Most of these texts look forward to the Kingdom of God. Already, 
we’ve read several parables about what the Kingdom of God looks like and how we will enter it 
(Matthew 13). As we read through other parts of Matthew, we will see Jesus continually points 
to the Kingdom of God as both the high ideal and the future we all look forward to. 
The main message we will find is that the Kingdom of God is both a present and future reality. 
Jesus doesn’t come with a message of a better future and leave those he teaches in their 
current reality.  
 



The text for the first Sunday of August is a perfect example of that, Matthew 14:13-21. Jesus 
teaches about the kingdom and when he tries to withdraws to be alone, he’s surrounded by 
those who need healing. Instead of having his disciples send them away, Jesus spends the day 
healing all those who have come and then feeds them with what little they can find among 
them. The miracle of the feeding of the five thousand is lost to our ears if we’re focused instead 
on the Kingdom Jesus taught would come in the future. For Jesus, it was more than a future 
reality; the Kingdom could be brought into the present with compassion, healing, and food. 
So, we’re still stuck in this waiting period. None of us know what will happen next with the 
pandemic. Yet, as followers of Christ, we know what comes next for all of creation. The 
Kingdom of God is coming into being! As much as it’s a future reality, one that we all look 
forward to, one free of pandemics, racism, and injustice, it’s also a future reality that Jesus 
teaches us to do something about now. We can certainly look forward to the future Kingdom, 
but we shouldn’t sit on our couches twiddling our thumbs waiting for it. Instead, we should be 
providing healing and food for those who need it most. For Jesus, waiting is active, not passive.  
What are you doing in your waiting to bring the Kingdom into the present? Are you checking on 
your neighbors regularly? Are you sending donations to those who need it most? Are you 
opening up about your faith to your family? There is something God has placed on you heart 
during this time of waiting to accomplish for the Kingdom. You have permission to do it! Safely, 
of course, but do it! The Kingdom of God is now even as we look forward to the coming of the 
future Kingdom of God. Go, in the name of the Kingdom, physically, mentally, spiritually, and 
live in the Kingdom of God! 

 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

From Pastor Miranda 
 

Coming Back to the Heart of Worship 

On May 8th, the Illinois Great Rivers Conference released the Bishop’s plan for reopening 

churches titled “Coming Back to the Heart of Worship”  

 You can see the plan here: https://www.igrc.org/coming-back-to-the-heart-of-worship 

The 16-page document details a phased plan of reopening that mirrors the state’s plan. With 
every phase, churches have been given guidance on best practices for worship, small groups, 
and staff. This phased plan is to be followed according to the state’s guidelines even if a region 
or county releases their own plan.  

Keep in mind that the state’s plan breaks up the state into regions that will move from phase to 
phase independently of each other and based on a series of measures that must be met. These 
measures include the number of tests, positive cases, free ICU beds, etc. Northwest is 
permitted to move phases only when our region of the state does. 

Northwest Plan 

We are currently having in person worship. An RSVP is required in order to make sure we 
keep under the 50 person limit and that we have a list of attendees every week. Please use 
the link below to RSVP every week. If we move backward in phases, we will cancel in person 
services. 

https://reopen.church/r/4L6T2V8v 

We will continue to have online worship options. 

Restrictions 

Phase 4In this phase, churches are permitted to reopen their doors to groups of 50 or under 
with the following restrictions: 

 All persons in the church building are required to wear a mask and maintain social 
distancing of 6 feet from anyone that is not in their household. 

 No congregational singing permitted. 
 No fellowship or meal sharing time. 
 Children’s ministries and nursery are allowed to reopen with caution. 

https://www.igrc.org/coming-back-to-the-heart-of-worship
https://reopen.church/r/4L6T2V8v


According to the CDC’s recommendation, the following will apply to all phases until we enter 
Phase 5, when all restrictions will be lifted: 

“People over 65 years old, those with compromised immunity, those with respiratory illness or 
injury, others who are at a higher risk of dying from COVID-19, those who have tested positive 
for COVID-19, and those who have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for 
COVID-19 in the last 14 days church activity.should continue to remain isolated and avoid 
gatherings of any size until they are given the all-clear.” 

In discussing this restriction, we are in agreement that no one will be turned away from 
entering the church building unless they are showing visible signs of illness. However, we 
caution anyone who falls into any of these categories to use wisdom and discernment in their 
decision to participate in any church activity. 

Face Masks 
We realize that requiring a mask to enter the church may be a burden to those of you 
who do not have one. We will not be providing disposable masks for events at the 

church because the cost is exorbitant. If you are in need of a mask, please contact the 

church office and we can provide you with a reusable mask. If you are willing to 

donate masks to those who have need of them, please contact the church office. If 

you have a medical condition that prohibits the wearing of a mask, please make 
sure the church office knows in advance so that arrangements can be made to make 
your visit to Northwest as comfortable as possible. 

 Online Worship Will Continue 

No matter what happens, Pastor Miranda, Lisa, and the Praise Band are committed 

to bringing you online worship options, as well as providing printed material for 
those who do not use technology, throughout Phase 4. This means that if you are not 
comfortable participating with the restrictions above or simply because of your own 
comfort level, you will continue to have other worship options available to you for the 
foreseeable future. 

 THANK YOU!  
 

 
 
 
 
 



Pastor Miranda's Ordination – September 19, 2020 
 
The current plan for the service limits Pastor Miranda to 10 guests. Stay tuned for 
information on how Northwest plans to celebrate! 

 
Annual Conference 

 
The IGRC Sessions Committee announced that Annual Conference will be 
completely online for one day on Saturday, August 15th.   

 
 

 
 

 

 

General Conference 2020 

 
General Conference 2020 has been tentatively rescheduled for late August-early 
September of 2021. You can read an article about the decision using the link 
below. There is a push from young delegates to choose a different date since 
these align with the start of the school year. Jurisdictional Conferences are in the 
midst of rescheduling as well. 
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/tentative-general-conference-dates-
publicized 

 

 
Bishop Beard continues to post weekly messages online.  
You can find them here: https://www.igrc.org/bishop-messages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/tentative-general-conference-dates-publicized
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/tentative-general-conference-dates-publicized
https://www.igrc.org/bishop-messages


Council of Bishops announce 

Jurisdictional Conference dates 

 
The Council of Bishops (COB) announced Tuesday new dates for the 2020 Jurisdictional 
Conferences in the United States which have been postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Jurisdictional Conferences in the United States will be held November 10-12, 2021. The days 
prior to and after can be used at the discretion of each Jurisdictional Conference. 
 
The North Central Jurisdictional Conference will remain in Fort Wayne, Ind., according to NCJ 
Secretary Paul White. 
 
In the call letter to Jurisdictional Conferences secretaries and heads of delegations, COB President 
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey noted that the dates chosen by the bishops intentionally followed the 
postponed 2020 General Conference.  
 
The bishops have the authority to set dates for the Jurisdictional Conferences as per Division Two - 

Section II - Article IV of The Constitution of The United Methodist Church (¶26 of The Book of 
Discipline  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL CAMPS ARE  CANCELED FOR THIS SUMMER! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
 

 

We Need Your Help 

 

 

 

Donations 
Needed!  

 

Midwest Mission is in need of in-
kind donations to assemble 
Personal Dignity Kits and to full fill 
request for COVID Relief Supplies 
around the world both domestically 
and internationally. Below you will 
find a full list of needed donations.  
 
These donations can be dropped 
off Monday through Friday 9:00 AM 
to 2:00 PM at the side entrance by 
Door Number One!  
 
If you are unable to purchase 
donations or get the donations to 
our warehouse please feel free to 
make a monetary donation of your 
choice. 
 
For every $1 donated, $6.33 in 
relief supplies are sent to 
support those in need.   

Donate Today 

  

 

 

IN - KIND DONATIONS NEEDED Bath Hand Towel - No kitchen towels, Bath Washcloth - No kitchen 
towels, Adult Toothbrush - No multipacks, Toothpaste 2.5 oz. or larger, Bar Soap 3-4 oz., Bottle Liquid 
Laundry Detergent 32-64 oz., Bottle Liquid Antibacterial Disinfectant Cleaner 16-40 oz. - No spray 
clean,ers Bottle Dish Soap 16-34 oz,. N-95 Face Masks, Adult Cloth Face Masks, Child Cloth Face Masks 
QUESTIONS EMAIL US AT OFFICE@MIDWESTMISSION.ORG 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GVOcU9oonM-8SqcxGcTnB_LTQzfzk8vpHLA4fFKz3wk6GFWHLTAvAj_98EgHhFxe_AMHseTAO3hmoWzz8imiUyyjgNVinjqmmc_77YzhMqmP78xNYV7Oh_QpDOq7QqiEiukNHcCZh7QtsTi01rAbFqvEffb16VAeutmNqH6zBxR2UDzZy5okH68HuSlvZgk5%26c%3DmxShWHeNFKMD2L4v6lUrF0iFdZkNFZsMqvfWgLpr_984WvQ1uU9Jog%3D%3D%26ch%3DrKUy2HVs7SRqnQHW1eA9pgFDt3NU-RtScpth6d9tXaOebfYPxht3mQ%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8b634b9cd3c44097ff4908d8330d4b23%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637315479466698357&sdata=vPQ1GySnEOJqqVspJYpQd5lkF669HQxr1sYUGlpkvN0%3D&reserved=0


 

 

UMCOR establishes Covid-19 fund 

  
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has established a COVID-19 Response 
Fund to "support vulnerable populations disproportionately impacted by the coronavirus in 
the U.S. and around the world. Grants from this fund will be disbursed quickly and 
efficiently, allowing Methodist partners to address health concerns, food insecurity, water 
and hygiene limitations and other pressing needs in their communities."  
You can donate through Northwest by sending a check marked with “UMCOR COVID-19” in the memo 
line or directly to UMCOR here:  
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx 

 
 

From SPRC 
 
 

Need to contact Pastor Miranda?  Do you have something you would like to discuss with her or  
Relations Committee (SPRC) want you to know the best method of reaching Pastor Miranda is 
by emailing her (she receives notifications directly on her cell phone), or by leaving her a voice 
message on the parsonage phone.  Contacting her during scheduled office hours is another 
option.  However, she does not do text messaging.  Please make sure to include in your 
message how you would like her to get back in touch with you and she will contact you as soon 
as she is available. In case of emergencies, if possible, please send an email and leave a voice 
message. You may also reach out to any member of SPRC. 
Pastor Miranda's email: MiMi2005@msn.com; Parsonage phone: 309-670-0765 
Office hours: Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. (afternoons are for visitations); 
Church Office phone: 309-692-0421 

 

From the Trustees 

The Illinois Department of Transportation has announced their plans for the next 
5 years.  Included in those plans is Route 150 (War Memorial Drive) that runs by 
the church.  The state is planning to spend over $37,000,000.00 to work over the 
stretch of road from west of Orange Prairie Road to west of the intersection with 
Sterling and Glen Avenue.  This money will be for Construction Engineering, Land 
Acquisition, Standard Overlay, Shoulder Reconstruction, Curb and Gutter, 
Sidewalks, Intersection Reconstruction and Utility Adjustment.   The Trustees of 
NUMC will be watching these plans to see what effect they may have on our 
frontage. 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001BTXuQnSEGjKz7uAmKlWQ5Cm1MgdzfZiXVIH28RXGFDemgB8GA2Dhr0LLx-lHKN0ygX4JwLiFRA2DofjFiiJDnlBkIoNiJisOQ9vMkjBvJ2vsl-JAHCTjWyW9qlpOt-kc7uUCUbck-q2LXoUc26a_gL9XErYOkFE_zSE0K5832Bma3WNiEt98q8OlCJfM9813OBqYl8lhJsAXfs6yvSoAxJOmDIohwBREe6qVDf156Lu1Nlvhnqa6mjT3oAFoW_A7lMqeLhGJQ0m4-dJFn68Zaw%3D%3D%26c%3Di-L0wwAExIE9QyIbed_wRV567eoLrWeSgqixGLptBDeOfAkwPMcQPQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DYMqtgif-Xcc-qOivP4izI_19gdQdRMGNPZZbMr5GlZfucYBURawf4A%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8f947ab46ea04c01ec8508d7e87344a0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637233454081637780&sdata=o02xCStIO5pF02QlF3%2FqToBitH1qZAodMC63gXKQ7Qw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001BTXuQnSEGjKz7uAmKlWQ5Cm1MgdzfZiXVIH28RXGFDemgB8GA2Dhr0LLx-lHKN0ygX4JwLiFRA2DofjFiiJDnlBkIoNiJisOQ9vMkjBvJ2vsl-JAHCTjWyW9qlpOt-kc7uUCUbck-q2LXoUc26a_gL9XErYOkFE_zSE0K5832Bma3WNiEt98q8OlCJfM9813OBqYl8lhJsAXfs6yvSoAxJOmDIohwBREe6qVDf156Lu1Nlvhnqa6mjT3oAFoW_A7lMqeLhGJQ0m4-dJFn68Zaw%3D%3D%26c%3Di-L0wwAExIE9QyIbed_wRV567eoLrWeSgqixGLptBDeOfAkwPMcQPQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DYMqtgif-Xcc-qOivP4izI_19gdQdRMGNPZZbMr5GlZfucYBURawf4A%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8f947ab46ea04c01ec8508d7e87344a0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637233454081637780&sdata=o02xCStIO5pF02QlF3%2FqToBitH1qZAodMC63gXKQ7Qw%3D&reserved=0
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx
mailto:MiMi2005@msn.com


 

 
 

 
 

Educational and Spiritual Growth 
 

In Person-Postponed Until Further Notice 
                                          

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
Bible Study starts at 9:30 AM 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
Bible Study starts at 6:00 PM 

 
 

Conference Call Bible Study 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study at 9:30 AM 

Thursday Evening Bible Study at 6:00 PM 
 

 

To join the conference call by phone or online: 
 

Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
Access code: 177325# 
 
Online meeting ID: northwestunited 
Join the online meeting: 
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/northwestunited 
 
For additional assistance connecting to the meeting text "Help" to the  
Dial-In number above. Message and data rates may apply. 

                                           

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/northwestunited


 
 
 
 
 

Postponed Until Further Notice 
 
 

Adult Sunday School 
8:30—Everyone is welcome to join us. This class meets in the 
Conference Room downstairs. 
See RightNow media for Sunday School materials! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In-Person Morning Bible Study Postponed  
Until Further Notice 

Conference call Bible study on Wednesdays at 9:30 AM 
 

We will be reading the Bible chronologically together. Below is a calendar of 
scripture readings for the month of August. When we meet on Wednesday 
mornings, we will be discussing the texts read over the course of the last week as 
well as any videos you may have had the chance to watch. Please join us for our 
first meeting next week by conference call.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Wednesday Morning Bible Study – August Calendar 
 

Lev=Leviticus 
Num=Numbers 

Deut=Deuteronomy 
Ps=Psalms  

 
 

 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 
Lev 8-10 

 

2 
Lev 11-17 

3 
Lev 18-20 

4 
Lev 21-22 

5 
Lev 23-25 

6 
Lev 26-27 

7 
Num 1-2 

8 
Num 3-4 

9 
Num 5-6 

10 
Num 5-6 

11 
Num 10:11-

12:16 

  

12 
Num 13-4 

13 
Num 15 

14 
Num 16-17 

15 
Num 18-19 

16 

Num 20-21 

17 
Num 22-25 

18 
Num 26-27 

19 
Num 28-30 

20 
Num 31 

21 
Num 32 

22 
Num 33-36 

23 
Deut 1:1-4:43 

24 
Deut 4:44-49 

25 
Deut 5-11 

  

26 
Deut 12:1-

16:17 

27 
Deut 16:18-

20:20 

28 
Deut 21-26 

29 
Deut 27:1-

29:1 

30 
Deut 29:2-

30:20 

31 
Deut 31-34; Ps 

90 

          

 



Some daily readings are short and other are long. 
They represent the whole arch of a story every 

day. 
 

As you read along take notes of anything that you 
don’t understand or that catches your attention. 

 
See the second calendar below for suggestions of 

videos to view on RightNow Media. 
 
 



RightNow Media Video Suggestion for 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study  

Chronological Study 

 
  

 
 
 

August 1st The Law: Leviticus 

5th  Sacrifice and Atonement in the Bible 

6th Does God Get Upset When We Disobey? Part 2 

7th In the Wilderness: Numbers 

8th How to Read Numbers 

11th Climbing Life’s Mountains 

19th Tithe (Donuts) 

21st Experience the Jordan River 

23rd How to Read Deuteronomy 

25th God’s 4-Step Plan 

26th Worship PSA 

27th The Law in the Bible 

28th Learned to Respect Authority 

29th Success is Obedience 

30th Commitment 

31st Moses’ Last Words: Deuteronomy 

Each video can be found in the Chronological Study of the Bible Channel in the Northwest United 
Methodist Church Library on RightNow Media. If you need help finding the library or channel, please 
contact Pastor Miranda. Viewing every video is not necessary, but will aid you in your study 
throughout the month. 



 
 
 

In-Person Evening Bible Study Postponed Until Further Notice 
Conference call Bible study Thursdays at 6:00 PM 

 

Evening Bible Study 
 

We are currently working our way through The Parables of Jesus by R.C. 
Sproul. You can find the video series in the Northwest library on RightNow 
Media. Each week we are studying a single parable, making it the ideal 
study to jump into anytime! Here’s a short description of the study from the 
website: 
 
“During Jesus' earthly ministry, one of the primary ways He would instruct 
His disciples was through parables. People would gather from far and wide 
in order to listen to what Jesus said about the kingdom of God, and the 
most common way He would explain the kingdom was in parables. But 
what does God want us to learn from these parables? In this series, Dr. 
R.C. Sproul examines several parables of Jesus, exploring the rich truths 
they reveal about who Jesus is and what He came to achieve through His 
life, death, and resurrection.” 

 
 

Postponed Until Further Notice 
Sunday School for Children and Youth  

 

Sunday School classes are at the same time as the Sunday morning Adult Sunday 
School time, starting at 8:30am.  The classes we have planned are as follows. 
 
Children Sunday School Classes 
4 year olds – 6 year olds 
7 year olds – 10 year olds 
 
The two children’s age groups will start their class together viewing a teaching 
video series appropriate for both age groups, then separate into the two classes 
for age appropriate discussions and teaching for the last half of class. 



Postponed Until Further Notice 

Confirmation Class/5th grade - 8th grade (8:45) 
 
The Youth Sunday School class will start out with a Confirmation Class program, 
led by Pastor Miranda.  Though this class is designated as being through 8th grade, 
it would still be engaging and important for youth in high school! 
As a People of God, we have been given this opportunity to provide real 
discipleship opportunity for our kids!  We will need, of course, volunteers to 
support these classes.  Whether you wish to teach, or only support by being 
there, we need you!  We would like a large “brigade” of volunteers, so that a 
rotation of Sunday School teaching and support can be done. 
If you have questions about volunteering and what will be involved, you can 
speak with Cameron after the service.  You may also email Cameron at 
cqlauseng@gmail.com with any questions you have. 
God is Good!  Let us engage in this important work He has given to us! 
Mathew 19:14 - but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder 
them; for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 
                                                  

Children’s Sunday School “At Home” 
 

If you would like to receive weekly materials regarding 
“At Home” Children’s Sunday School please email the church at: 

northwestunited @sbcglobal.net  
 
   

 
 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

mailto:cqlauseng@gmail.com
https://voicesofglass.wordpress.com/category/just-for-fun/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


UMC Events 
 

Free Clinic Will Be Open August 8! 
                                       

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic ~ We have a free medical clinic available to 

anyone who needs basic care.  The clinic hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 

Saturday, August 8.  If you or someone you know needs medical attention, please 

come or bring someone who might not have transportation.  Dr. Ted and Lisa 

Rogers serve this wonderful outreach ministry.  
 

                

                
 

Volunteer for the Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic 
 

 

We are trying to develop a list of people that can be pleasant, take blood 

pressure, read the scales and write.  If you meet these qualifications, please call 

and add your name to our list to help at the once-a-month free health clinic.  

We need a list of volunteers to fill in very occasionally.  In other words, not 

every month, but when Lisa cannot make it (which is very rare), we need a 

backup ready to fill in. Lisa is also willing to train anyone who is interested. 

Please give Joyce Dixon a call at 815-878-6840 for more details or to add your 

name to the list.                                      

                                

 

                              Senior Group Luncheon 

        Is postponed until further notice! 

 If you have questions, please call  

Dorothy Swirmicky at  

309-691-8740. 
 

            
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to watch and tell everyone you know our  
Sunday Service is in person (RSVP), on YouTube & live streaming on  

NUMC Facebook.  
 

The link is on Northwest United Methodist Church 

Peoria, Il website. 

 

Donuts! 

                       Peoria Rescue Mission 

 

The Ad Council voted to have Ron’s bakery deliver our donuts to Peoria 
Rescue Mission.  They delivered a single delivery of five Sunday’s worth 
of orders to make up for all the Sundays we have not had an order from 
them and now they deliver our regular Sunday order every Sunday until 
we begin to meet in person again.   



Postponed Until Further Notice 
NUMC Prayer Partners 

 

The Prayer Group meets at NUMC Thursday mornings at 10:30 AM.  

If you would like more information, contact Dixie Rogers at  

309-472-4336.  
 

 

Please continue to send prayer requests to the church office.                                

                

                

NUMC Reads BOOK CLUB – August 2020 
                 

Would you be interested in joining a book club? 

Why not join us? 
 

 

NUMC Book Club update 

 

The NUMC Book Club is open to anyone interested in reading a variety 
of fiction, historical fiction, and non-fiction and enjoys sharing and 

discussing what they have read. For the coming month, the Book Club is 
tentatively planning to meet on Tuesday, August 25 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Church. Since the group has only been in touch via email over the past 

several months, the book title for August has not yet been 
determined.  We will share the title as soon as we have a selection. 

Please contact Deborah Lauseng, dlauseng08@gmail.com, if you have 
any questions. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dlauseng08@gmail.com


     

Prayer Concerns 
Contact Dennis Messersmith at 

dmau@comcast.net 

Don’t use email? 

Please call the church at 309-692-0421 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dmau@comcast.net


August Mission  

Northwest Haiti Christian Mission 

Waves of Mercy 

 

Items Needed: 
 

Creamy Peanut Butter, Deodorant, Bar Soap, 

Shampoo, Vaseline for Hair, Lotion, Toothpaste, 

Antifungal Cream, Dandruff Shampoo (it’s great for 

fungal infection), Cough/Cold Meds, Tylenol, 

Antacids, Aspirin, Neosporin, Pepto Bismol, 

Bandages (medical tape for bandages) & Bandaids.   

All items listed above must be new and unopened. 

 

All items listed below can be new or gently used. 

Back Packs, Black Shoes (all sizes for school girls & 

boys), Sunday Dresses for Girls, Dress Pants and 

Shirts for Boys, Socks, White, Black or Tan 

Undershirts (small, medium, large, x-large), Adult 

Clothes, Barrettes, Ribbons, or any Hair Items.  

 

 

 

 



Northwest’s Vegetable Garden 
 

We are excited that the garden is once again underway and we hope it will be a 
productive season.  Thanks to Marilyn Anderson who encouraged us to take on 
the garden this year and who will be working with us this season to make sure the 
plants are watered and nourished and the weeds kept at bay.  Another huge 
thanks goes to Kathy Becker and Sandy Osman for helping us haul and spread two 
big loads of mulch!  We couldn’t have done it without you!! 
 

Thank you to Griffin, Ana and Mia Scott, Charlotte Dinges and Pastor Miranda 
for decorating and choosing the plants for your garden box.   
They look beautiful! 
 

We welcome any and all adult volunteers if anyone would like to spend time in 
the garden, purchase plants for us to plant or make a financial donation for 
plants.  Chuck Traver is the first to plant with 8 nice looking tomato 
plants.  Nylene, Vic, and Norma are contributing toward plants and we want to 
say thank you to them. 
 

The produce will go to several entities, typically Esther House,  
Peoria Rescue Ministries and Southside Mission.  If you have a charity in need of 
fresh produce you can let us know when we are ready to harvest. 
 

Blessings to all and we miss you! 
Gary and Dixie Rogers 

Giving Begins from NUMC Garden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proverbs 19:17 ~ Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, 
and he will reward them for what they have done. 

     



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NUMC Music Ministry 
 
If you would like to participate in the music ministry through choir,  
praise band, chimes, special music, small group ensembles,  
please text (preferred) or call our music director Lisa at 309-472-4472. 
  
 

Request from the Administrative Staff 
 
If you have materials or information for the August newsletter, it needs to be 
submitted to the office no later than Monday, August 24.  
                                                  

 
 
 

 
Altar Flowers 

 

Please, don’t forget to sign up for your altar flowers!  The forms and 
calendar are in the glass case in the fellowship hall.  The flowers are 
$20.00 and you can take the flowers home with you after church. 
 
If you haven’t signed up and would like to call Norma at 
309-692-0421 or email her at northwestunited@sbcglobal.net. 
 

                                                                                                     

 

 

 



 

Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries 

               
 
 
 

 
 

August Anniversaries 
 

Derek & Courtney Scott    08/02 
Rob & Miranda Denler 08/03 
George & Kim Switzer        08/08 
Bill & Diana Traver              08/27 
 

 
 
 

 
         August Birthdays 

 
 

  

Mark Fleming  08/04 
Deborah Lauseng  08/04 
Lorna Gabbert  08/10 
Karen Wasson  08/17 
Karol Castens  08/21 
Vicki Haas  08/22 
Jerry Leonhardt  08/24 
John Eisfelder  08/25 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

September Anniversaries 
 

Stephen & Earlene Wood  09/08 
Mike & Vicki Krost                09/09 
 
 

 
 

September Birthdays 
 

Courtney Scott 09/02                       
George Staley 09/02 
Gary Castens            09/03 
Rick Dancey           09/04 
Grace Reynolds            09/08            
Victor Snodgrass 09/14 
Natalie Hammitt               09/26 
Diana Traver     09/27 
Miranda Denler                   09/29   
  
 
 
 
 

If you don’t see your birthday or 
anniversary on thelist?  This means the 
Church office does not have your 
information. You may submit your 
information to the Church office by  
e-mail: 
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or 
call the church office (309) 692-0421 for 
an update information form. Thanks! 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 
Regular Worship Services 

 

                         Adult Sunday School                                 8:30 a.m. 

                         Children Sunday School                            8:30 a.m. 

                         Sunday Worship (in Person-RSVP)       9:45 a.m.  

            Nursery Available                    8:30 -11:00 a.m. 
                          

Bible Study and Prayer Times 
                                  

                             Wednesday Morning Bible Study            9:30 a.m.   

                         Wednesday Evening Bible Study       6:00 p.m. 

                         Wednesday Choir Practice                      7:00 p.m. 

                                         

                         Thursday Prayer Study Group               10:30 a.m. 

 

Online Opportunities 

Online worship posted on YouTube channel Saturday night 

Wednesday morning Bible study conference call at 9:30 AM 

Thursday evening Bible study conference call at 6:00 PM 

Live Prayer Thursday at 10:30 AM on YouTube channel 

                                      

                                                                   
      

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Miranda Denler * 309-670-0765 * mimi2005@msn.com  

Worship Director:  Lisa Rogers * 309-472-4472 * lsealine@yahoo.com  

Admin. Assistant: Norma Snodgrass * 331-216-4345 northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 

Church Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 

Visit us on the web: www.nwunitedmethodist.org  

mailto:mimi2005@msn.com
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If you have a church chuckle (clean and funny) or poem that you would like to 

share.  Please e-mail it to northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or  

leave it in my church mailbox.  Norma  

 

Job: 8-21 
 
 

He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy.   
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Blessings, 

Pastor Miranda, Lisa & Norma 


