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From the Pastor 
 
On June 21st, I gave a sermon in our series on Philippians from 4:9-10. While I knew this sermon was 
hard for me to write and even harder for me to record, I didn’t realize the full impact it had on you as a 
congregation. At the time, I received only a single positive comment on the sermon. Recently, it has 
been brought to my attention that some of you have felt confused by this sermon on conflict. So, I want 
to take some time to address your concerns with a more in depth look at conflict from the perspective 
of Paul. 
I want to begin by saying that anything and everything I include in a sermon is the result of prayer and 
study. Each sermon is determined by the Scripture itself and how the Spirit leads in my study of it. You 
may have noticed that even when I give a sermon based on someone else’s video series or a book, I still 
choose a Scripture on which to base the sermon and let that Scripture dictate how much of the author’s 
views I share. This is highly intentional. When I approached this text in Philippians and then did the 
study of it, the Spirit led me to focus on conflict. While there were other topics in the text which could 
have been the focus, the Spirit specifically led me to address the two women Paul mentions. 
As a reminder, we were reading through the book of Philippians together from the perspective of being 
a church. That meant that while the text has something to say about our individual lives, we were 
focusing more on how the text speaks to us as a church body. It was for this reason that the discussion 
of conflict turned toward Northwest specifically. The example Paul gave of how to deal with conflict 
between two individuals within the body of Christ was simple: do not allow conflict to grow but nip it in 
the bud. Here’s the part of the sermon where I addressed conflict directly: 

 
As your pastor, I have something to say that may surprise some of you. Northwest has a lot of 
interpersonal conflict. This is not to say that other churches don’t, but it’s not a contest. I can’t 
even count the number of times someone has told me that so-and-so is angry with so-and-so for 
some reason. Rarely have these instances involved the same person in conflict repeatedly. I am 
not trying to start a gossiping session and I am not going to brazenly call people out like Paul did. 
But I am going to ask you to seriously search your own heart. Do not assume that you are not a 
part of a conflicted relationship. There’s actually nothing wrong with conflict in and of itself. We 
can disagree and are even allowed to have thoughts than others within our congregation. What 
Paul is saying is unacceptable is when we allow that conflict to keep us from spreading the 
Gospel. When we make our disagreements the center of our relationships with others, we fail to 
see the larger picture in which the will of God should be the center.  



It’s time to repair the conflicted relationships in our church and move on. If you need help, a 
mediator, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me. I will be more than happy to help two 
individuals face their conflict and find a way forward. At the same time, I am not open to 
gossiping about others within the congregation. It is helpful for me to know about conflicts 
within the congregation, but we cannot solve other people’s problems by discussing them when 
they’re not in the room. If you know someone in conflict with another person, encourage them 
to work it out. Send them to me to discuss a path forward. For us to continue to consider what 
God is calling us to as a church post-COVID, we first need to solve the problems between us. We 
must seek unity through humility. 

 
In recent conversations I have had with those concerned about this sermon, the idea that conflict 
existed at Northwest seemed to have surprised them. There was also mention that conflict used to be 
much worse. God has already done amazing work through Northwest to bring you to a healthier place as 
a church. I am so grateful to be serving in such a time as this. I only have the perspective of being your 
pastor for a year, so while I can more clearly see the need for growth as opposed to the growth you’ve 
already had, that does not mean that how far you come should not be celebrated. And so, we rejoice as 
Paul has instructed us to in this Scripture! And yet, celebrating success should not replace self-reflection, 
but the two should happen simultaneously.  
While I am still not going to name names when it comes to the conflict I have seen, I will ask you once 
again, not to go looking for it. The purpose of this sermon was not to cause alarm about conflict. The 
purpose was to inspire you to search your own heart for conflict. I have conflict in my own heart that I 
need to deal with. As I have reread this sermon to write this article, I am challenged once more to deal 
with that conflict straight on instead of ignoring it, sweeping it under the rug, or even gossiping with 
others about the conflicts I have contributed to. All of us are capable of having matured as Christians, 
but also have more growth to do. This is what John Wesley calls the path of sanctification. We are not 
yet perfect, and so our church is not perfect. Yet, we are called to always try to more closely resemble 
the church God has created us to be.  
When I think about Northwest, I don’t think about conflict. I think about the amazing outreach you all 
have done in a little less than 50 years. You are making an impact in this community and loving people 
well. To acknowledge some conflict among us does not negate the ways in which God is and has used 
this Church. Because of all that you have already accomplished, I know that God will continue to use 
Northwest to bring about the Kingdom of God. I hope you will join me in praying for the end of all 
conflict; whatever may exist among us, that in the Church Universal, and the conflict that seems to so 
deeply divide our world. 
Here’s the ending of the sermon I shared in June.  

We should be spending time in presence of God together as we seek for joy within our 
community. Right now, that seems impossible. It’s really not! We may not be together on a 
Sunday morning, but you have relationships with other members of Northwest. Don’t wait until 
we come back to worship to check in with them. If we are all connecting to each other in small 
groups, then collectively we are spending time with God. It is in God’s presence that we will find 
the joy to carry us through whatever difficulties we may encounter as a church. Rejoice! And I 
say, Rejoice! When all else seems lost, look for joy and that is where we will find our future as a 
church. 

I still pray for this joy to fill each one of us. This is the true way in which to live as a church, with great 
joy! 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Miranda 



 From Pastor Miranda 

Coming Back to the Heart of Worship 
On May 8th, the Illinois Great Rivers Conference released the Bishop’s plan for reopening 

churches titled “Coming Back to the Heart of Worship”  

 You can see the plan here: https://www.igrc.org/coming-back-to-the-heart-of-worship 

The 16-page document details a phased plan of reopening that mirrors the state’s plan. With 
every phase, churches have been given guidance on best practices for worship, small groups, 
and staff. This phased plan is to be followed according to the state’s guidelines even if a region 
or county releases their own plan.  

Keep in mind that the state’s plan breaks up the state into regions that will move from phase to 
phase independently of each other and based on a series of measures that must be met. These 
measures include the number of tests, positive cases, free ICU beds, etc. Northwest is 
permitted to move phases only when our region of the state does. 

Northwest Plan 

We are currently having in person worship. An RSVP is required in order to make sure we 
keep under the 50 person limit and that we have a list of attendees every week. Please use 
the link below to RSVP every week. If we move backward in phases, we will cancel in person 
services. 

https://reopen.church/r/4L6T2V8v 

We will continue to have online worship options. 

Restrictions   

Phase 4In this phase, churches are permitted to reopen their doors to groups of 50 or under 
with the following restrictions: 

 All persons in the church building are required to wear a mask and maintain social 
distancing of 6 feet from anyone that is not in their household. 

 No congregational singing permitted. 
 No fellowship or meal sharing time. 
 Children’s ministries and nursery are allowed to reopen with caution. 

According to the CDC’s recommendation, the following will apply to all phases until we enter 
Phase 5, when all restrictions will be lifted: 

https://www.igrc.org/coming-back-to-the-heart-of-worship
https://reopen.church/r/4L6T2V8v


“People over 65 years old, those with compromised immunity, those with respiratory illness or 
injury, others who are at a higher risk of dying from COVID-19, those who have tested positive 
for COVID-19, and those who have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for 
COVID-19 in the last 14 days church activity.should continue to remain isolated and avoid 
gatherings of any size until they are given the all-clear.” 

In discussing this restriction, we are in agreement that no one will be turned away from 
entering the church building unless they are showing visible signs of illness. However, we 
caution anyone who falls into any of these categories to use wisdom and discernment in their 
decision to participate in any church activity. 

Face Masks 
We realize that requiring a mask to enter the church may be a burden to those of you 
who do not have one. We will not be providing disposable masks for events at the 

church because the cost is exorbitant. If you are in need of a mask, please contact the 

church office and we can provide you with a reusable mask. If you are willing to 

donate masks to those who have need of them, please contact the church office. If 

you have a medical condition that prohibits the wearing of a mask, please make 
sure the church office knows in advance so that arrangements can be made to make 
your visit to Northwest as comfortable as possible. 

 Online Worship Will Continue 

No matter what happens, Pastor Miranda, Lisa, and the Praise Band are committed 

to bringing you online worship options, as well as providing printed material for 
those who do not use technology, throughout Phase 4. This means that if you are not 
comfortable participating with the restrictions above or simply because of your own 
comfort level, you will continue to have other worship options available to you for the 
foreseeable future.  Please like the Northwest UMC Facebook page sot that you will be 
notified when we go live on Sunday mornings. 

 THANK YOU!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pastor Miranda's Ordination – September 19, 2020 
 
 
Ordination Viewing Party…stay tuned 
We are excited to celebrate with Pastor Miranda her ordination on September 
19th.  Stay tuned for information about how Northwest plans to celebrate. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

General Conference 2020 

 
General Conference 2020 has been tentatively rescheduled for late August-early 
September of 2021. You can read an article about the decision using the link 
below. There is a push from young delegates to choose a different date since 
these align with the start of the school year. Jurisdictional Conferences are in the 
midst of rescheduling as well. 
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/tentative-general-conference-dates-
publicized 

 

 
Bishop Beard continues to post weekly messages online.  
You can find them here: https://www.igrc.org/bishop-messages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/tentative-general-conference-dates-publicized
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/tentative-general-conference-dates-publicized
https://www.igrc.org/bishop-messages


 

Council of Bishops announce 

Jurisdictional Conference dates 

 
 
 
 

The Council of Bishops (COB) announced Tuesday new dates for the 2020 
Jurisdictional Conferences in the United States which have been postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Jurisdictional Conferences in the United States will be held November 10-12, 
2021. The days prior to and after can be used at the discretion of each Jurisdictional 
Conference. 
 
The North Central Jurisdictional Conference will remain in Fort Wayne, Ind., according 
to NCJ Secretary Paul White. 
 
In the call letter to Jurisdictional Conferences secretaries and heads of delegations, 
COB President Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey noted that the dates chosen by the 
bishops intentionally followed the postponed 2020 General Conference.  
 

The bishops have the authority to set dates for the Jurisdictional Conferences as per 
Division Two - Section II - Article IV of The Constitution of The United Methodist Church 

(¶26 of The Book of Discipline  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

 

 

We Need Your Help 

 

 

 

Donations 
Needed!  

 

Midwest Mission is in need of in-
kind donations to assemble 
Personal Dignity Kits and to full fill 
request for COVID Relief Supplies 
around the world both domestically 
and internationally. Below you will 
find a full list of needed donations.  
 
These donations can be dropped 
off Monday through Friday 9:00 AM 
to 2:00 PM at the side entrance by 
Door Number One!  
 
If you are unable to purchase 
donations or get the donations to 
our warehouse please feel free to 
make a monetary donation of your 
choice. 
 
For every $1 donated, $6.33 in 
relief supplies are sent to 
support those in need.   

Donate Today 

  

 

 

IN - KIND DONATIONS NEEDED Bath Hand Towel - No kitchen towels, Bath Washcloth - No kitchen 
towels, Adult Toothbrush - No multipacks, Toothpaste 2.5 oz. or larger, Bar Soap 3-4 oz., Bottle Liquid 
Laundry Detergent 32-64 oz., Bottle Liquid Antibacterial Disinfectant Cleaner 16-40 oz. - No spray 
clean,ers Bottle Dish Soap 16-34 oz,. N-95 Face Masks, Adult Cloth Face Masks, Child Cloth Face Masks  

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GVOcU9oonM-8SqcxGcTnB_LTQzfzk8vpHLA4fFKz3wk6GFWHLTAvAj_98EgHhFxe_AMHseTAO3hmoWzz8imiUyyjgNVinjqmmc_77YzhMqmP78xNYV7Oh_QpDOq7QqiEiukNHcCZh7QtsTi01rAbFqvEffb16VAeutmNqH6zBxR2UDzZy5okH68HuSlvZgk5%26c%3DmxShWHeNFKMD2L4v6lUrF0iFdZkNFZsMqvfWgLpr_984WvQ1uU9Jog%3D%3D%26ch%3DrKUy2HVs7SRqnQHW1eA9pgFDt3NU-RtScpth6d9tXaOebfYPxht3mQ%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8b634b9cd3c44097ff4908d8330d4b23%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637315479466698357&sdata=vPQ1GySnEOJqqVspJYpQd5lkF669HQxr1sYUGlpkvN0%3D&reserved=0


 

Hurricane Supplies Disbursed 

 

Midwest Mission sent hurricane relief supplies to Coconut Creek, Florida on August 
18th with Food for the Poor to help those recovering from the storms. On this shipment 
we sent 621 tarps from LAMAR Advertising and 8,100 of pounds of cleaning supplies. 
This shipment valued at $263,120. 
 

Midwest Mission will continue to respond during this hurricane season.  
 

Donate today to ensure all those affected by these storms get the supplies they need to 
recover.  
 

QUESTIONS EMAIL US AT OFFICE@MIDWESTMISSION.ORG  or Donate By: 
www.midwestmission.org/donate (Select Disaster) 
Text RESPOND to 91999 
 
 

  

2020 North Central Jurisdiction 

Virtual Mission Academy 

 
 

Goals for this Mission Academy  
1. Reunite people called to mission  

2. Inform  

3. Train  

4. Energize  

5. Share the Story  
 

Learn & Prepare to Witness & Serve Responsibly 
 
If you are interested in registering or learning more about this the  number 
and email address is listed below 
 

UMVIM-NCJ • Tammy Kuntz, Coordinator • 614-325-8741 • ncj@umvim.com • 
www.umvim.org 
 

 

mailto:OFFICE@MIDWESTMISSION.ORG
http://www.midwestmission.org/donate


 
 

UMCOR establishes Covid-19 fund 

  
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has established a COVID-19 Response 
Fund to "support vulnerable populations disproportionately impacted by the coronavirus in 
the U.S. and around the world. Grants from this fund will be disbursed quickly and 
efficiently, allowing Methodist partners to address health concerns, food insecurity, water 
and hygiene limitations and other pressing needs in their communities."  
You can donate through Northwest by sending a check marked with “UMCOR COVID-19” in the memo 
line or directly to UMCOR here:  
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx 
 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001BTXuQnSEGjKz7uAmKlWQ5Cm1MgdzfZiXVIH28RXGFDemgB8GA2Dhr0LLx-lHKN0ygX4JwLiFRA2DofjFiiJDnlBkIoNiJisOQ9vMkjBvJ2vsl-JAHCTjWyW9qlpOt-kc7uUCUbck-q2LXoUc26a_gL9XErYOkFE_zSE0K5832Bma3WNiEt98q8OlCJfM9813OBqYl8lhJsAXfs6yvSoAxJOmDIohwBREe6qVDf156Lu1Nlvhnqa6mjT3oAFoW_A7lMqeLhGJQ0m4-dJFn68Zaw%3D%3D%26c%3Di-L0wwAExIE9QyIbed_wRV567eoLrWeSgqixGLptBDeOfAkwPMcQPQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DYMqtgif-Xcc-qOivP4izI_19gdQdRMGNPZZbMr5GlZfucYBURawf4A%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8f947ab46ea04c01ec8508d7e87344a0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637233454081637780&sdata=o02xCStIO5pF02QlF3%2FqToBitH1qZAodMC63gXKQ7Qw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001BTXuQnSEGjKz7uAmKlWQ5Cm1MgdzfZiXVIH28RXGFDemgB8GA2Dhr0LLx-lHKN0ygX4JwLiFRA2DofjFiiJDnlBkIoNiJisOQ9vMkjBvJ2vsl-JAHCTjWyW9qlpOt-kc7uUCUbck-q2LXoUc26a_gL9XErYOkFE_zSE0K5832Bma3WNiEt98q8OlCJfM9813OBqYl8lhJsAXfs6yvSoAxJOmDIohwBREe6qVDf156Lu1Nlvhnqa6mjT3oAFoW_A7lMqeLhGJQ0m4-dJFn68Zaw%3D%3D%26c%3Di-L0wwAExIE9QyIbed_wRV567eoLrWeSgqixGLptBDeOfAkwPMcQPQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DYMqtgif-Xcc-qOivP4izI_19gdQdRMGNPZZbMr5GlZfucYBURawf4A%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8f947ab46ea04c01ec8508d7e87344a0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637233454081637780&sdata=o02xCStIO5pF02QlF3%2FqToBitH1qZAodMC63gXKQ7Qw%3D&reserved=0
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx


Peoria Rescue Ministries 
 
 

 
 

 
 

What? Hit the Pavement to create pathways out of poverty through Jesus! 
 
How? Pledge to raise $200 in our 2020 Virtual Walk from Sept 8-28 Walk anywhere, and 
anytime, with anyone you’re safe to walk with in support of our life-renewing efforts at places 
like  
Empower Life Center, Esther House, Barnabas Center, and the Downtown Mission and Victory 
Acres!  
 
Why? We’re raising funds to continue the path-building work of Jesus Christ! 
 
Sign up to walk or donate online at bit.ly/2020Hopewalk or call 309-676-6416 
Questions? Lori Skinner 309-208-8421-Iskinner@peroiarescue.org 
 

If you can’t walk but would like to donate, Shelley Ash will be participating and you could 
donate towards her walk. 

mailto:309-208-8421-Iskinner@peroiarescue.org


 

From SPRC 
 
 

Needed: People for a new Technology Ministry 
Have you been thankful for you the opportunities for remote worship over the 
past several months? If so, please express your gratitude to Pastor Miranda and 
Rob Denler for the many hours each week in getting the evolving technology and 
software to work to provide online worship. If you have been viewing services 
remotely, you have probably also noticed that the technology hasn’t always 
worked. While Pastor and Rob have been building their expertise on these 
systems, there continue to be changes in how best to provide you a meaningful 
remote worship experience. Thus, the need for a new Technology Ministry at 
Northwest.  If you have some experience with video and streaming technology, or 
interest in gaining a new skill, please contact the Church Office and let Pastor 
know of your willingness to volunteer.  The Church needs you!  (Plus, Pastor 
Miranda now needs to shift her time and energy to other ministries needing her 
attention. 
 
Reminder…The best method of contacting Pastor Miranda is: 

 through email (MiMi2005@msn.com) 

 during her Office Hours at the Church, call 309-692-0421 Tuesday – Friday 9 

a.m.  – 1 p.m. 

 outside of Office Hours, call the parsonage at 309-670-0765 

 in case of an emergency, please email or leave a message on the parsonage 

phone 

From the Trustees 

The Illinois Department of Transportation has announced their plans for the next 
5 years.  Included in those plans is Route 150 (War Memorial Drive) that runs by 
the church.  The state is planning to spend over $37,000,000.00 to work over the 
stretch of road from west of Orange Prairie Road to west of the intersection with 
Sterling and Glen Avenue.  This money will be for Construction Engineering, Land 
Acquisition, Standard Overlay, Shoulder Reconstruction, Curb and Gutter, 
Sidewalks, Intersection Reconstruction and Utility Adjustment.   The Trustees of 
NUMC will be watching these plans to see what effect they may have on our 
frontage. 
 

 

 
 

mailto:MiMi2005@msn.com


Educational and Spiritual Growth 
 

                                         Wednesday Morning Bible Study - In Person  
and for those that would like to join in via conference call may do so! 

Bible Study starts at 9:30 AM (doors open at 9:20) 
 

In Person Evening Bible Study 
starts September 2 at 6:00 PM 

 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study – In person  
and for those that would like join via conference call may do so! 

Bible Study starts at 6:00 PM 
 

 
To join the conference call by phone or online: 
 

Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
Access code: 177325# 
Online meeting ID: northwestunited 
Join the online meeting: 
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/northwestunited 
 
For additional assistance connecting to the meeting text "Help" to the  
Dial-In number above. Message and data rates may apply. 

  
 

Postponed Until Further Notice 
 
 

Adult Sunday School 
8:30—Everyone is welcome to join us. This class meets in the 
Conference Room downstairs. 
See RightNow media for Sunday School materials! 
 

 
 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/northwestunited


 
 
 

In-Person Morning Bible Study 

and for those that would like to join in via conference call may do so! 
Wednesdays at 9:30 AM 

 

We will be reading the Bible chronologically together. Below is a calendar of 
scripture readings for the month of September. When we meet on Wednesday 
mornings, we will be discussing the texts read over the course of the last week as 
well as any videos you may have had the chance to watch. Please join us for our 
first meeting next week by conference call.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Wednesday Morning Bible Study – September Calendar 
 

 



RightNow Media Video Suggestion for 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study Chronological Study 

 

  
Each video can be found in the Chronological Study of the Bible Channel in the Northwest United 
Methodist Church Library on RightNow Media. If you need help finding the library or channel, 
please contact Pastor Mi-randa. Viewing every video is not necessary, but will aid you in your study 
throughout the month. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evening Bible Study  
In Person and Via Conference Call at 6:00 PM 

 

We are currently working our way through The Parables of Jesus by R.C. 
Sproul. You can find the video series in the Northwest library on RightNow 
Media. Each week we are studying a single parable, making it the ideal 
study to jump into anytime! Here’s a short description of the study from the 
website: 
 
“During Jesus' earthly ministry, one of the primary ways He would instruct 
His disciples was through parables. People would gather from far and wide 
in order to listen to what Jesus said about the kingdom of God, and the 
most common way He would explain the kingdom was in parables. But 
what does God want us to learn from these parables? In this series, Dr. 
R.C. Sproul examines several parables of Jesus, exploring the rich truths 
they reveal about who Jesus is and what He came to achieve through His 
life, death, and resurrection.” 



Postponed Until Further Notice 
Sunday School for Children and Youth  

 

Sunday School classes are at the same time as the Sunday morning Adult Sunday 
School time, starting at 8:30am.  The classes we have planned are as follows. 
 
Children Sunday School Classes 
4 year olds – 6 year olds 
7 year olds – 10 year olds 
 
The two children’s age groups will start their class together viewing a teaching 
video series appropriate for both age groups, then separate into the two classes 
for age appropriate discussions and teaching for the last half of class. 

 
Postponed Until Further Notice 

Confirmation Class/5th grade - 8th grade (8:45) 
 

The Youth Sunday School class will start out with a Confirmation Class program, 
led by Pastor Miranda.  Though this class is designated as being through 8th grade, 
it would still be engaging and important for youth in high school! 
As a People of God, we have been given this opportunity to provide real 
discipleship opportunity for our kids!  We will need, of course, volunteers to 
support these classes.  Whether you wish to teach, or only support by being 
there, we need you!  We would like a large “brigade” of volunteers, so that a 
rotation of Sunday School teaching and support can be done. 
If you have questions about volunteering and what will be involved, you can 
speak with Cameron after the service.  You may also email Cameron at 
cqlauseng@gmail.com with any questions you have. 
God is Good!  Let us engage in this important work He has given to us! 
Mathew 19:14 - but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder 
them; for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 
                                                  

Children’s Sunday School “At Home” 
 

If you would like to receive weekly materials regarding 
“At Home” Children’s Sunday School please email the church at: 

northwestunited @sbcglobal.net  

mailto:cqlauseng@gmail.com


 
   

 
 
 

UMC Events 
 

Free Clinic Will Be Open September 12! 
                                       

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic ~ We have a free medical clinic available to 

anyone who needs basic care.  The clinic hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 

Saturday, September 12.  If you or someone you know needs medical attention, 

please come or bring someone who might not have transportation.  Dr. Ted 

and Lisa Rogers serve this wonderful outreach ministry.  
 

                

                
 

Volunteer for the Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic 
 

 

We are trying to develop a list of people that can be pleasant, take blood 

pressure, read the scales and write.  If you meet these qualifications, please call 

and add your name to our list to help at the once-a-month free health clinic.  

We need a list of volunteers to fill in very occasionally.  In other words, not 

every month, but when Lisa cannot make it (which is very rare), we need a 

backup ready to fill in. Lisa is also willing to train anyone who is interested. 

Please give Joyce Dixon a call at 815-878-6840 for more details or to add your 

name to the list.                                      

                                

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

https://voicesofglass.wordpress.com/category/just-for-fun/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


                              Senior Group Luncheon 

        Is postponed until further notice! 
 If you have questions, please call  

Dorothy Swirmicky at  
309-691-8740. 

         
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to watch and tell everyone you know our  
Sunday Service is in person  (RSVP), on YouTube & live streaming on  

NUMC Facebook.  
 

The link is on Northwest United Methodist Church 

Peoria, Il website. 
 



 

 
 

30 Day Prayer Challenge 
 
 

You are invited to join Northwest for a 30 Day Prayer Challenge. 
Dixie Rogers worked hard to create a list of 30 topics of prayer.  Thank you to 
Dixie for her suggestion that we take on this challenge together! 
 

The goal of the challenge is to gather as a family unit to prayer about the topic for 
the day. Prayer is especially important in this time of distance from church family 
and friends. We may not be able to gather as much as we would like, but we can 
spend time in prayer for the same things even across great distances.  
 

You will find many relevant issues included in the prayer topics. From friends with 
health issues to concerns that affect our entire nation, this 30 day challenge gives 
us all an opportunity to think more deeply how and when we pray. My hope is 
that you will find this initiative life-giving in the midst of dark times. Taking our 
concerns and difficulties to the presence of God always leaves us feeling lighter 
even as the difficulties may continue around us. Even more, we are a people of 
prayer because we know God listens to the concerns of our hearts.  
 
Please join Dixie and I as we spend intentional time in the presence of God 
together, even though we are not in the same room. You are invited to the same 
spiritual space and I know we will fill that space to capacity as we join in prayer 
together.  Contact the church office if you need a calendar. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Miranda Denler 
 
 



Postponed Until Further Notice 
NUMC Prayer Partners 

 

The Prayer Group meets at NUMC Thursday mornings at 10:30 AM.  

If you would like more information, contact Dixie Rogers at  

309-472-4336.  
 

 

Please continue to send prayer requests to the church office.                                

                

                

NUMC Reads BOOK CLUB – September 2020 
                 

Would you be interested in joining a book club? 

Why not join us? 
 

 

NUMC Book Club update 

 

The NUMC Book Club is open to anyone interested in reading a variety 
of fiction, historical fiction, and non-fiction and enjoys sharing and 

discussing what they have read. Since the group has only been in touch 
via email over the past several months, the book title for September 
has not yet been determined.  We will share the title as soon as we 

have a selection. Please contact Deborah Lauseng, 
dlauseng08@gmail.com, if you have any questions. 

 
 
 
 
 

     

mailto:dlauseng08@gmail.com


Prayer Concerns 
Contact Dennis Messersmith at 

dmau@comcast.net 

Don’t use email? 

Please call the church at 309-692-0421 
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Thanks to Pastor Paul Dinges for delivering all the school supplies we 
collected for the Midwest Mission Distribution Center. As you can see, 
we collected several boxes full of school supplies that will be put into 
school bags and sent all over the world. Thank you to everyone who 
contributed! You have made a difference! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



September Mission  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Our Conference / Our Kids 

** September Mission ** 

 

The churches and people of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the United Methodist 

Church are continuing to raise funds towards an endowment for the spiritual life and 

chaplaincy programs at our five children’s agencies: 

The Baby Fold 

Chaddock 

Cunningham Children’s Home 

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 

Spero Family Services 

 

Last year we held a campaign during the month of September that ended with a luncheon 

on Sunday, September 29th (Pastor Miranda’s birthday).  We raised $882 in 2019.  Due to 

the Covid-19 Pandemic guidelines this year, we are unable to hold a luncheon.  So, the 

Outreach Committee has decided for 2020 we will hold a campaign whereby you will 

donate funds ($10, $20, etc.) in honor of your children, grandchildren, or whomever you 

wish.  We will collect the honored names and create a Thank You video to be played in 

worship and also in the online worship.   

If you have any questions, please contact Nylene Bradburn: 309/634-5591 or  

nylene330 @gmail.com. 

 

Our conference Our Kids Website - https://www.embraceocok.org   

 

 



Northwest’s Vegetable Garden 
 

 

Garden is Thriving! 
To God be the Glory! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blessings to all and we miss you! 
Gary and Dixie Rogers 

 
 
 

Proverbs 19:17 ~ Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, 

and he will reward them for what they have done. 

     



NUMC Music Ministry 
 
If you would like to participate in the music ministry through choir,  
praise band, chimes, special music, small group ensembles,  
please text (preferred) or call our music director Lisa at 309-472-4472. 
  
 

Request from the Administrative Staff 
 
If you have materials or information for the October newsletter, it needs to be 
submitted to the office no later than Wednesday, September 23.  
                                                  

 
 
 

 
Altar Flowers 

 

Please, don’t forget to sign up for your altar flowers!  The forms and 
calendar are in the glass case in the fellowship hall.  The flowers are 
$20.00 and you can take the flowers home with you after church. 
 
If you haven’t signed up and would like to call Norma at 
309-692-0421 or email her at northwestunited@sbcglobal.net. 
 

                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries 

               
 
 
 

 
 

September Anniversaries 
 

Steve & Earlene Wood    09/08 
Mike & Vicki Krost 09/09 
 

 
 
 

 
         September Birthdays 

 
 

  

Courtney Scott  09/02 
Gary Castens  09/03 
Rick Dancey  09/04 
Grace Reynolds  09/08 
Victor Snodgrass  09/14 
Natalie Hammitt  09/26 
Diana Traver  09/27 
Miranda Denler  09/29 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

October Anniversaries 
 
Ed & Teresa Hu    10/01 
Randy & Marilyn Anderson    10/03 
Vic & Norma Snodgrass  10/05 
John & Barb Eisfelder  10/06 
Ted & Sandy Osman  10/28 
 
 

 
 

October Birthdays 
 

Vicki Johnson 10/03                       
Mike Krost 10/06 
Ginger Reynolds            10/12 
Chuck Traver           10/12 
Cameron Lauseng            10/13            
George Switzer 10/17 
Mia Scott               10/29 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you don’t see your birthday or 
anniversary on thelist?  This means the 
Church office does not have your 
information. You may submit your 
information to the Church office by  
e-mail: 
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or 
call the church office (309) 692-0421 
for an update information form. 
Thanks! 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

Regular Worship Services 
 

                         Adult Sunday School                                 8:30 a.m. 

                         Children Sunday School                            8:30 a.m. 

                         Sunday Worship (in Person-RSVP)       9:45 a.m.  

            Nursery Available                    8:30 -11:00 a.m. 

Nursery is unavailable at this time.   

Please plan for children to sit with you in worship. 
                          

Bible Study and Prayer Times 
                                  

                             Wednesday Morning Bible Study            9:30 a.m.   

                         Wednesday Evening Bible Study       6:00 p.m. 

                         Wednesday Choir Practice                      7:00 p.m. 

                                         

                         Thursday Prayer Study Group               10:30 a.m. 

 

Online Opportunities 

Online worship posted on YouTube channel Saturday night 

Sunday morning service live streamed on NUMC facebook page 

Wednesday morning Bible study-in person/conference call at 9:30 AM 

Wednesday evening Bible study in per/conference call at 6:00 PM 

                                      

                                                                   
      

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Miranda Denler * 309-670-0765 * mimi2005@msn.com  

Worship Director:  Lisa Rogers * 309-472-4472 * lsealine@yahoo.com  

Admin. Assistant: Norma Snodgrass * 331-216-4345 northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 

Visit us on the web: www.nwunitedmethodist.org

mailto:mimi2005@msn.com
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If you have a church chuckle (clean and funny) or poem that you would like to 

share.  Please e-mail it to northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or  

leave it in my church mailbox.  Norma  

 

Job: 8-21 
 
 

He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy.   

 
 
Q: What do you call a pig that does karate?  
 
A: Pork chop 
 

                                               
 
 
 
Q: What do you call an alligator in a vest?  
 
A: An investigator 
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Faith Filled Eyes 

by 

Susie Larson 

 

May you choose to be grateful when you would rather be grumpy. 

May you choose to rejoice in God’s goodness when you are tempted 

to rehearse man’s badness.  May you sing into your empty well, 

trusting that God will soon fill it.  And may you live with the 

expectancy that any day now, the Lord will bring the breakthrough.  

Find peace tonight in the knowledge that more rest on God’s shoulder 

than on yours.  He’s got you. 

 

Thank you Pastor Miranda for sharing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy September! 
Blessings, 

Pastor Miranda, Lisa & Norma 

 
 


