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From the Pastor 
 

I recently attended an online women’s conference that had as one of the featured speakers, 

actors from Second City. This improv comedy club in Chicago has turned out hundreds of 

comedians, some of whom you probably have heard of. Two women led us through a series of 

improv sketches meant to teach us about communication. The first game we played was two 

truths and a lie. It’s a pretty popular “get to know you” game. Each person takes a turn sharing 

three “facts”, two of which are true and one of which is not. Everyone else tries to guess which 

is the lie. I’ll share with you three “facts” about myself, but you’ll have to read to the end of the 

article to discover which isn’t true. 

 What I miss most about Texas is the magnolia trees. 

 When I was little, I wanted to be a professional ice skater. 

 I love baking, but don’t have too many opportunities to. 

The comedians used this exercise to get us familiar with each other and the way in which we 

would participate in the remaining portions of the workshop. The rest of their teaching focused 

on communicating well with others. Their main point, and one that I have thought long and 

hard about, was that the best collaboration comes when we avoid the word “no.” While some 

ideas people bring to the table may be out there and not possible, we can still attempt to 

discover the intent behind their idea and how to implement it in a meaningful (and possible) 

way. Their workshop made me think back to meetings I have taken part in as a pastor over the 

years. How many times have I said “no”? I don’t think it was a lot of times, but I know I have. 

Did I unintentionally shove another person out of the conversation because I was unwilling to 

listen to their idea? Good communication comes when we listen to one another and build on 

top of each other’s ideas.  

As we enter 2021, the Administrative Council will begin to look at the goals set a couple years 

ago. It’s time for a fresh look at where God is taking us as a church. I am sharing this with you, 

the congregation, now because I want you to be a part of the process. If you have ideas about 



the future of Northwest, any at all, I invite you to share them. I am always willing to listen to 

how the Spirit has moved you. You can also approach other Ad Council members. If you would 

like a list of 2021 Ad Council members set by Charge Conference, you can contact the church 

office any time.  

I can’t speak for the members of the Administrative Council, but you have my guarantee as your 

pastor that as we evaluate our goals and the future of Northwest, I won’t say “no.” I may ask 

you a lot of questions, but when we put all our Spirit driven ideas together, miracles happen. 

God will use you, whoever you are, to bring direction to me as your pastor and the Ad Council. 

Don’t be afraid to step up and share. It will take each of us to bring about the will of God here 

at Northwest and in our community. 

In this season of gratefulness, I am grateful to be your pastor. Thank you for all your notes 

during October for Pastor’s Appreciation Month! (In case you were still wondering, I do miss 

the magnolias and I love to bake. I have never wanted to be an ice skater, or even been ice 

skating.) Thank you also for your dedication to Northwest. My prayers are with you and your 

family this Thanksgiving! 

 
In Christ’s Love, 
Reverend Miranda 

Open House 

 

Reverend Miranda and Rob invite you to come tour the parsonage on Sat. Nov. 

21st.  
 

They will be offering individual tours in 20-minute time slots from noon-4 p.m. 

Contact the church office by November 20th  to reserve a time slot. 
 

Come by and see the new kitchen! They are so grateful for all the hard work that 

has gone into updating and modernizing the space and are excited to share it with 

you all. 
 

Masks and social distancing will be required.  

 

 

 

 

 



From SPRC... 

Congregation Celebrates Orientation of Rev. Miranda Denler 

On September 20th, Pastor Miranda was ordained as an elder in the United Methodist Church. 

This is a special time of celebration in the calling that Pastor Miranda has accepted to follow. To 

better understand the significance of being an ordained elder, here is key statement from the 

UMC Book of Discipline: "Elders are authorized to preach and teach the Word, to provide 

pastoral care and counsel, to administer the sacraments [Baptism and Communion], and to 

order the life of the church for service in mission and ministry as pastors, superintendents, and 

bishops." [Paragraph 340.1]. This fourfold ministry of word, sacrament, order, and service are 

important responsibilities for Rev. Miranda as she works in our midst.  However, we as 

congregation members also have responsibilities in upholding her in prayer, sharing in the 

ministries of Northwest, and sharing Christ with those around us. Please share your words of 

support and celebration with Rev. Miranda. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From Reverend Miranda 

 

Advent 

This year we will be encouraging you to participate in Advent from the comfort of your own 
home. We will be ordering Advent wreaths for your home. Reverend Miranda will be using the 

following devotional book for her sermons as well as the evening Bible study. You are 

encouraged to contact the church office by November 3rd to reserve a copy of the book and 
the Advent wreath. There is a $10 suggested donation. This devotional has advent wreath 
lighting liturgies every week, along with daily devotionals that focus on the traditions of 
Christmas. Let’s prepare our hearts for the arrival of Christ no matter what’s going on in the 
world, even as some of us gather in our own homes every week for worship. 
  

 

 

The Living Nativity 
Preparing for Christmas with Saint Francis 

 By Larry J. Peacock 

Who came up with the idea of using nativity scenes to celebrate Christmas? Many might 
be surprised to learn that Francis of Assisi, the well-known thirteenth-century saint, is 
credited with creating the first nativity scene. The Living Nativity introduces readers to 
Saint Francis and his joyous reenactment of the birth of Jesus, complete with a manger 
and animals. 

The Living Nativity explores how nativity sets, Advent wreaths, candles, carols, 
Christmas cards, and other traditions help prepare our hearts for the God “who bends 
low to enter our world and our lives.” Prayer poems for each day of the season lead 
readers to deepen their spiritual journey, and the book provides a guided pattern for 
individuals and small groups to share reflections and experience activities that open 
their hearts to the Christ child. 

The Living Nativity provides a prayer, meditation, and reflection questions for each day 
of Advent. The Leader’s Guide includes suggestions for worship, discussion questions 
focused on the readings, and guidance for a mini-retreat on a theme of the week. 
Includes material for five weeks. 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From Reverend Miranda 

 

 

Reopening Team will be meeting November 6 to discuss 

Changes to worship and gatherings. 

 

Coming Back to the Heart of Worship 
On May 8th, the Illinois Great Rivers Conference released the Bishop’s plan for reopening 

churches titled “Coming Back to the Heart of Worship”  

 You can see the plan here: https://www.igrc.org/coming-back-to-the-heart-of-worship 

The 16-page document details a phased plan of reopening that mirrors the state’s plan. With 
every phase, churches have been given guidance on best practices for worship, small groups, 
and staff. This phased plan is to be followed according to the state’s guidelines even if a region 
or county releases their own plan.  

Keep in mind that the state’s plan breaks up the state into regions that will move from phase to 
phase independently of each other and based on a series of measures that must be met. These 
measures include the number of tests, positive cases, free ICU beds, etc. Northwest is 
permitted to move phases only when our region of the state does. 

Northwest Plan 
We are currently having in person worship. An RSVP is required in order to make sure we 
keep under the 50 person limit and that we have a list of attendees every week. Please use 
the link below to RSVP every week. If we move backward in phases, we will cancel in person 
services. 

https://reopen.church/r/4L6T2V8v 

We will continue to have online worship options. 
Restrictions   

Phase 4In this phase, churches are permitted to reopen their doors to groups of 50 or under 
with the following restrictions: 

 All persons in the church building are required to wear a mask and maintain social 
distancing of 6 feet from anyone that is not in their household. 

 No congregational singing permitted. 
 No fellowship or meal sharing time. 
 Children’s ministries and nursery are allowed to reopen with caution. 

 

https://www.igrc.org/coming-back-to-the-heart-of-worship
https://reopen.church/r/4L6T2V8v


According to the CDC’s recommendation, the following will apply to all phases until we enter 
Phase 5, when all restrictions will be lifted: 

“People over 65 years old, those with compromised immunity, those with respiratory illness or 
injury, others who are at a higher risk of dying from COVID-19, those who have tested positive 
for COVID-19, and those who have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for 
COVID-19 in the last 14 days church activity.should continue to remain isolated and avoid 
gatherings of any size until they are given the all-clear.” 

In discussing this restriction, we are in agreement that no one will be turned away from 
entering the church building unless they are showing visible signs of illness. However, we 
caution anyone who falls into any of these categories to use wisdom and discernment in their 
decision to participate in any church activity. 

Face Masks 
We realize that requiring a mask to enter the church may be a burden to those of you 
who do not have one. We will not be providing disposable masks for events at the 

church because the cost is exorbitant. If you are in need of a mask, please contact the 

church office and we can provide you with a reusable mask. If you are willing to 

donate masks to those who have need of them, please contact the church office. If 

you have a medical condition that prohibits the wearing of a mask, please make 
sure the church office knows in advance so that arrangements can be made to make 
your visit to Northwest as comfortable as possible. 

 Online Worship Will Continue 

No matter what happens, Reverend Miranda, Lisa, and the Praise Band are 

committed to bringing you online worship options, as well as providing printed 
material for those who do not use technology, throughout Phase 4. This means that if 
you are not comfortable participating with the restrictions above or simply because of 
your own comfort level, you will continue to have other worship options available to you 
for the foreseeable future.  Please like the Northwest UMC Facebook page sot that you 
will be notified when we go live on Sunday mornings. 

 THANK YOU!  
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

UMCOR establishes Covid-19 fund 

  

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has established a 
COVID-19 Response Fund to "support vulnerable populations 
disproportionately impacted by the coronavirus in the U.S. and around the 
world. Grants from this fund will be disbursed quickly and efficiently, 
allowing Methodist partners to address health concerns, food insecurity, 
water and hygiene limitations and other pressing needs in their 
communities."  
You can donate through Northwest by sending a check marked with 
“UMCOR COVID-19” in the memo line or directly to UMCOR here:  
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-
fund.aspx 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

United Methodist Student Day 
 

United Methodist Student Day is just around the corner. We will celebrate 
United Methodist Student Day on November 29, 2020. Last year our 
church, along with other United Methodist congregations, gave $370,123 to 
the offering. This year, the world has experienced some unprecedented 
times, but we hope that you will give as much as you can to help our United 
Methodist students. When you give to the United Methodist Student Day 
offering, your gifts support the Gift of Hope Scholarship program that is 
awarded to United Methodist students annually. Thank you.  
 
Gifts will be collected during the November 29th service.  You can also give 
by selecting UMC Special Sundays on the giving page of our website. 
 
 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001BTXuQnSEGjKz7uAmKlWQ5Cm1MgdzfZiXVIH28RXGFDemgB8GA2Dhr0LLx-lHKN0ygX4JwLiFRA2DofjFiiJDnlBkIoNiJisOQ9vMkjBvJ2vsl-JAHCTjWyW9qlpOt-kc7uUCUbck-q2LXoUc26a_gL9XErYOkFE_zSE0K5832Bma3WNiEt98q8OlCJfM9813OBqYl8lhJsAXfs6yvSoAxJOmDIohwBREe6qVDf156Lu1Nlvhnqa6mjT3oAFoW_A7lMqeLhGJQ0m4-dJFn68Zaw%3D%3D%26c%3Di-L0wwAExIE9QyIbed_wRV567eoLrWeSgqixGLptBDeOfAkwPMcQPQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DYMqtgif-Xcc-qOivP4izI_19gdQdRMGNPZZbMr5GlZfucYBURawf4A%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8f947ab46ea04c01ec8508d7e87344a0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637233454081637780&sdata=o02xCStIO5pF02QlF3%2FqToBitH1qZAodMC63gXKQ7Qw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001BTXuQnSEGjKz7uAmKlWQ5Cm1MgdzfZiXVIH28RXGFDemgB8GA2Dhr0LLx-lHKN0ygX4JwLiFRA2DofjFiiJDnlBkIoNiJisOQ9vMkjBvJ2vsl-JAHCTjWyW9qlpOt-kc7uUCUbck-q2LXoUc26a_gL9XErYOkFE_zSE0K5832Bma3WNiEt98q8OlCJfM9813OBqYl8lhJsAXfs6yvSoAxJOmDIohwBREe6qVDf156Lu1Nlvhnqa6mjT3oAFoW_A7lMqeLhGJQ0m4-dJFn68Zaw%3D%3D%26c%3Di-L0wwAExIE9QyIbed_wRV567eoLrWeSgqixGLptBDeOfAkwPMcQPQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DYMqtgif-Xcc-qOivP4izI_19gdQdRMGNPZZbMr5GlZfucYBURawf4A%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8f947ab46ea04c01ec8508d7e87344a0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637233454081637780&sdata=o02xCStIO5pF02QlF3%2FqToBitH1qZAodMC63gXKQ7Qw%3D&reserved=0
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx


 
       

 
 
 

From SPRC 
 
 

Needed: People for a new Technology Ministry 
Have you been thankful for you the opportunities for remote worship over the 
past several months? If so, please express your gratitude to  
Reverend Miranda and Rob Denler for the many hours each week in getting the 
evolving technology and software to work to provide online worship. If you have 
been viewing services remotely, you have probably also noticed that the 
technology hasn’t always worked. While Reverend Miranda and Rob have been 
building their expertise on these systems, there continue to be changes in how 
best to provide you a meaningful remote worship experience. Thus, the need for 
a new Technology Ministry at Northwest.  If you have some experience with video 
and streaming technology, or interest in gaining a new skill, please contact the 
Church Office and let Reverend Miranda know of your willingness to volunteer.  
The Church needs you!  (Plus, Reverend Miranda now needs to shift her time and 
energy to other ministries needing her attention. 
 
Reminder…The best method of contacting Reverend Miranda is: 

 through email (MiMi2005@msn.com) 

 during her Office Hours at the Church,  

 call 309-692-0421 Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m.  – 1 p.m. 

 outside of Office Hours, call the parsonage at 309-670-0765 

 in case of an emergency, please email or leave a message on the parsonage 

phone 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:MiMi2005@msn.com


 
Educational and Spiritual Growth 

 
                                         Wednesday Morning Bible Study - In Person  

and for those that would like to join in via conference call may do so! 
Bible Study starts at 9:30 AM (doors open at 9:20) 

 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study – In person  

and for those that would like join via conference call may do so! 
Bible Study starts at 6:00 PM 

November 18th morning Bible study will begin at 9:00 AM 
 

 
To join the conference call by phone or online: 
 

Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
Access code: 177325# 
Online meeting ID: northwestunited 
Join the online meeting: 
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/northwestunited 
 
For additional assistance connecting to the meeting text "Help" to the  
Dial-In number above. Message and data rates may apply. 

  
 

 
 
 
 

Postponed Until Further Notice 
 

Adult Sunday School 
8:30—Everyone is welcome to join us. This class meets in the 
Conference Room downstairs. 
See RightNow media for Sunday School materials! 
 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/northwestunited


 
 

In-Person Morning Bible Study 
 

For those that would like to join in via conference call may do so! 
Wednesdays at 9:30 AM 

November, 18th Morning Bible Study will begin at 9:00 AM 



RightNow Media Video Suggestion for 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study Chronological Study 

 

  

Each video can be found in the Chronological Study of the Bible Channel in the 
Northwest United Methodist Church Library on RightNow Media. If you need help 
finding the library or channel, please contact Reverend Miranda. Viewing every 
video is not necessary, but will aid you in your study throughout the month. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Evening Bible Study 

 

 

UNEXPECTED MESSIAH 

TODD SCHEUERMAN 

Although most in Israel were actively looking for the Messiah when Jesus arrived, very few 

recognized or believed that He was the One! If Jesus fulfilled hundreds of prophecies during His 

life, why did so many miss the signs? Why did many of the things He said amaze the crowds 

while angering the religious leaders? Why didn't He just plainly tell His followers who He was 

and what "the plan" was?  

 

The Unexpected Messiah is a series of short videos, filmed on location in Israel, that dive deep 

into the Jewish culture for some answers to these questions. During this series, you will see that 

although Jesus taught and acted like a rabbi in many ways, He was very unconventional in 

many others You'll also see why He confused, angered, and was eventually abandoned by 

most. Most importantly, you'll be amazed at how God worked all things together and revealed 

them in Jesus--the Unexpected Messiah! 

 

Beginning November 29th – The Living Nativity – See above note about Advent  

 

 
 

Postponed Until Further Notice 
Sunday School for Children and Youth  

 

Sunday School classes are at the same time as the Sunday morning Adult Sunday 
School time, starting at 8:30am.  The classes we have planned are as follows. 
 
Children Sunday School Classes 
4 year olds – 6 year olds 
7 year olds – 10 year olds 
 
The two children’s age groups will start their class together viewing a teaching 
video series appropriate for both age groups, then separate into the two classes 
for age appropriate discussions and teaching for the last half of class. 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Speaker/1000776


Postponed Until Further Notice 

Confirmation Class/5th grade - 8th grade (8:45) 
 

The Youth Sunday School class will start out with a Confirmation Class program, 
led by Pastor Miranda.  Though this class is designated as being through 8th grade, 
it would still be engaging and important for youth in high school! 
As a People of God, we have been given this opportunity to provide real 
discipleship opportunity for our kids!  We will need, of course, volunteers to 
support these classes.  Whether you wish to teach, or only support by being 
there, we need you!  We would like a large “brigade” of volunteers, so that a 
rotation of Sunday School teaching and support can be done. 
If you have questions about volunteering and what will be involved, you can 
speak with Cameron after the service.  You may also email Cameron at 
cqlauseng@gmail.com with any questions you have. 
God is Good!  Let us engage in this important work He has given to us! 
Mathew 19:14 - but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder 
them; for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 
                                                  

 
 

Children’s Sunday School “At Home” 
 

If you would like to receive weekly materials regarding 
“At Home” Children’s Sunday School please email the church at: 

northwestunited @sbcglobal.net  
 

Thank You 
 

Thank you Celia Fuller for continuing to put together “Our Kids at Home” 
material. What a blessing you have been to our kids! 

 
For Advent we have Family Devotionals provided by the  

Discipleship Committee.  If you have children in your household, you 
will be contacted by the church office in November on how best to 

have it delivered to you.  Anyone else who is interested please contact 
the church office. 

mailto:cqlauseng@gmail.com


 
UMC Events 

 
Free Clinic Will Be Open November 14! 

                                       

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic ~ We have a free medical clinic available to 

anyone who needs basic care.  The clinic hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon 

Saturday, November 14.  If you or someone you know needs medical attention, 

please come or bring someone who might not have transportation.  Dr. Ted 

and Lisa Rogers serve this wonderful outreach ministry.  
 

                

                
 

 
Volunteer for the Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic 

 

 

We are trying to develop a list of people that can be pleasant, take blood 

pressure, read the scales and write.  If you meet these qualifications, please call 

and add your name to our list to help at the once-a-month free health clinic.  

We need a list of volunteers to fill in very occasionally.  In other words, not 

every month, but when Lisa cannot make it (which is very rare), we need a 

backup ready to fill in. Lisa is also willing to train anyone who is interested. 

Please give Joyce Dixon a call at 815-878-6840 for more details or to add your 

name to the list.                                      

                                

 

                               

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Northwest United Methodist Church 
 

Tuesday, November 24 
3:00 pm – 6:00 pm 

3800 W War Memorial Dr 
 

*Appointments and face masks are required! 

To schedule an appointment email the church at 
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net or go online to 
www.bloodcenter.org using group code 61272. 

 
 

Last Date to Donate Elsewhere is 9/29/20. 
Please eat before donation and bring photo ID. 

 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net
http://www.bloodcenter.org/


 

 

 

Senior Group Luncheon 

        Is postponed until further notice! 
 If you have questions, please call  

Dorothy Swirmicky at  
309-691-8740. 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Don’t forget to watch and tell everyone you know our  
Sunday Service is in person (RSVP), on YouTube & live streaming on  

NUMC Facebook.  
The link is on Northwest United Methodist Church 

Peoria, Il website. 



 
 

NUMC Prayer Partners 

In person meeting postponed until further notice 
 

The Prayer Group meets at NUMC Thursday mornings at 10:30 AM.  

If you would like more information, contact Dixie Rogers at  

309-472-4336.  
 

Please continue to send prayer requests to the church office.                                

                

                

 

 

NUMC Reads BOOK CLUB – November 2020 
                 

Would you be interested in joining a book club? 

Why not join us? 
 

 

November Book Club - Come Join Us! 

 

During November, the Northwest UMC Book Club will be reading "Once Upon a River"  

by Diane Setterfield. Read about the people that live along the river Thames as they attempt to 

solve the mystery of the girl who died and lived again, a girl who is mute and unable to help 

answer the questions about who she is and where she came from. "Once Upon a River" is a 

glorious tapestry of a book that combines folklore and science, magic and myth. Suspenseful, 

romantic, and richly atmospheric, this novel will sweep you away on a powerful current of 

storytelling, transporting you through worlds both real and imagined" (back cover).  The actual 

meeting day has yet to be determined.  If interested in joining in on the discussion, please 

contact Deb Lauseng (dlauseng08@gmail.com).  

 

 

     

mailto:dlauseng08@gmail.com


 

Prayer Concerns 
Contact Dennis Messersmith at 

dmau@comcast.net 

Don’t use email? 

Please call the church at 309-692-0421 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dmau@comcast.net


 

November Mission 
MISSION / OUTREACH UPDATES ** 

   ** Outreach ** 

 

October 1 - November 12 
We are concentrating on filling Shoeboxes for the Samaritan Purse organization.   These 

shoeboxes are distributed worldwide to children ages 2-14.  This is such a great way to tell 

children about the love of Jesus Christ.  Please consider taking one or more shoeboxes and fill 

with appropriate items and return to the church by November 12th.  If unable to fill a shoebox, 

you can contribute monetarily to purchase items and/or help in the cost of shipping.  Each 

shoebox has a shipping fee of $9.00.  We are also planning a “Shoebox Stuffing” party on 

Friday, November 6, at 6:00pm.  Please register and come for a fun night.   

Our Conference / Our Kids Campaign 
AMAZING – We collected $1,115.25 this year during the month of September.  We well 

surpassed what we collected last year.  Thank you everyone!!!! 

 

   ** Missions ** 

 

2019-2020 Faith Promise Giving 
We were able to send each of our seven missions a total of $1,560.  These missions are: 

 

 Peoria Rescue Ministries - Peoria 

 South Side Mission - Peoria 

 In His Footsteps - Peoria 

 Waves of Mercy – Haiti 

 Northwest Haiti Christian Mission – Haiti 

 Child Restoration – India 

 XPONENT Ministries – Africa 

 

Our new 2020-2021 Faith Promise campaign year started September 1, 2020 and will end on 

August 31, 2021. 

 
 

   



Brenda Lewis our Missionary from Child Restoration - India 

 

Brenda Lewis, our missionary from Child Restoration – India), is not able to come to Northwest 

this November due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  She usually brought jewelry and scarves made 

by women of India for purchase.  We can still help her with her ministry by purchasing a copy of 

the book she has written about her brother, Timmy.  #1 New Release in “Parenting 

Hyperactive Children & Children with Disabilities” category.   

 

“A Gorgeous Sexy Life:  Timmy’s Take on the World” 

Brenda Hawbaker Lewis, his sister (and one of his biggest fans) 

Available on Amazon - $13.95 + shipping 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Good Morning and Happy Harvest from Chaddock! 
 

For the past six years the Chaddock Agricultural Partnership has been a key way agricultural 

producers can support Chaddock’s ministry.  Information has been traditionally shared in 

church bulletins across the state at this time of year.  I know some of you are creating bulletins 

weekly, while others are not due to Covid.  Therefore, we would appreciate your help in 

spreading the word about this important program for our ministry.  

The first option for sharing is a small paragraph/blurb that can be added to weekly bulletins as 

we have done in the past.   

It can be found at this link:  https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b6QG85BKLjw98QC9-

njlYwhFoPUTOFRgvakY16BKpjE/edit?usp=sharing 

The other option is to share the attached post on your Facebook pages and church websites. 

The success of the Agricultural Partnership is due in large part to churches sharing this 

information with their congregations.  Giving in this way, can be of great benefit to our farmers, 

as well as to the children at Chaddock.  Please contact me if you have any questions. 

Thank you for supporting the Agricultural Partnership and all you do to support our ministry 

throughout the year! 

Blessings, 

Shawna 

Shawna Bunnell | Outreach and Church Relations Manager 

Chaddock Children’s Foundation 

sbunnell@chaddock.org | 217-592-0330 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proverbs 19:17 ~ Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, 

and he will reward them for what they have done. 

     

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1b6QG85BKLjw98QC9-njlYwhFoPUTOFRgvakY16BKpjE%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=02%7C01%7C%7C920a03bb39634161f30108d86551f367%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637370749942592602&sdata=vHAuHn%2F3ghfwriyxR8yEJBQ%2F8OEeGN%2FSoZamzxX5Gwc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1b6QG85BKLjw98QC9-njlYwhFoPUTOFRgvakY16BKpjE%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=02%7C01%7C%7C920a03bb39634161f30108d86551f367%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637370749942592602&sdata=vHAuHn%2F3ghfwriyxR8yEJBQ%2F8OEeGN%2FSoZamzxX5Gwc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:sbunnell@chaddock.org


 

Spero hosting the First Festival of Wreaths 

 

Spero Family Services is hosting the First Festival of Wreaths. Due to Covid precautions the agency 

is unable to hold our traditional Festival of Trees; so they are bringing a piece of the festival to you!  

 

Choose from four, handcrafted, holiday wreaths. Order one for yourself and pick one out for a gift! 

Orders must be placed by Nov. 6 and will be available for pick up on Nov. 23 and 24 at Spero-Mt. 

Vernon campus. Local delivery can be arranged for large orders.  

 

Join us on our Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/sperofamilyservices/ on Nov. 18 for a 

silent auction of a few specialty wreaths. These wreaths are handcrafted by local community 

members, as well as Spero staff and will feature one-of-a-kind holiday themes. The highest bidder 

for each wreath will be selected at the end of the day. You won’t want to miss the opportunity to 

bring a piece of the Festival to your very own home.  

 

All proceeds raised from this event will benefit the mission-based programs at Spero, and the youth 

and families we serve. 

 

Spero Family Services is a Southern Illinois, non-profit, with over 100 years serving children and 

families. We offer 12 different programs to individuals and families with a mission to provide hope, 

help and healing in a Christ centered environment. 

 

See their website to purchase wreaths! https://sperofs.org/fot 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001S6hz_8tIMOJfg_U-MU5VuzQ2j9QUVagEG3RQNxEvNvHmVn6aUGnGjmQxf6b0v30PwNS9sbFulGoWcqTPIOkQ3_LD3F53IT1gXWIpJo19-caP39pQVMCTc8ai5mjgltHnTyqHfCb1q-P42pU9UvJyHdKcfahkEaDcR-U_-cAI2ngTTel3SeK2KQ%3D%3D%26c%3DCYJpq3ZH_o4KHM1LHmRdpGCV4TUfPZQ1nByzD-JJzrxHtIpmwar1tw%3D%3D%26ch%3DblRSm2lzWlyvS40CjrPBNhwekAdKlBaQGIGtMK67ZCE61olWTmBtMg%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7C40f9e225445f4a8330dd08d8744255e3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637387175544348291%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vW%2BS27OoU394Sv6%2FJyyLfTeZ1QW2h7Bt%2BPaOp%2FEHO%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
https://sperofs.org/fot


 

 
NUMC Music Ministry 

 
If you would like to participate in the music ministry through choir,  
praise band, chimes, special music, small group ensembles,  
please text (preferred) or call our music director Lisa at 309-472-4472. 
  
 

Request from the Administrative Staff 
 
If you have materials or information for the December newsletter, it needs to be 
submitted to the office no later than Tuesday, November 24.  
                                                  

 
 

 
Altar Flowers 

 

Please, don’t forget to sign up for your altar flowers!  The forms and 
calendar are in the glass case in the fellowship hall.  The flowers are 
$20.00 and you can take the flowers home with you after church. 
 
If you haven’t signed up and would like to, call Norma at 
309-692-0421 or email her at northwestunited@sbcglobal.net. 
 

 
 

Flowers for the month of November 

November 08 – Celebration of Cam and Deb’s anniversary! 
November 29 – In memory of our parents,  

Johnny & Harriet Becker and  
Gilbert & Nadine Rieker                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 



Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries 

               
 
 
 

November Anniversaries 
 
Cam & Deb Lauseng  11/11 
Ted & Lisa Rogers                    11/18 
Gary & Dixie Rogers  11/20 
Bob & Alicia Booth  11/23 
Gary & Vicki Baumgarten  11/24 
Duane & Andrea Dean           11/24 
Bob & Vicki Johnson  11/28 

 
 
 

 
         November Birthdays 
 
Joshua Anderson 11/02                       
Vicki Krost 11/03 
Duane Dean            11/07 
Angie Fleming           11/08 
Carol Payne            11/10           
Shannon Gruber 11/11 
Caleb Kohout               11/26 
Kim Dancey 11/17 
Norma Snodgrass 11/20 
Chuck Gabbert 11/26 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

                       
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you don’t see your birthday or 
anniversary on the list?  This means the 
Church office does not have your 
information. You may submit your 
information to the Church office by  
e-mail: 
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or 
call the church office (309) 692-0421 
for an update information form. 
Thanks! 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

Regular Worship Services 
 

                         Adult Sunday School                                 8:30 a.m. 

                         Children Sunday School                            8:30 a.m. 

                         Sunday Worship (in Person-RSVP)       9:45 a.m.  

            Nursery Available                    8:30 -11:00 a.m. 

Nursery is unavailable at this time.   

Please plan for children to sit with you in worship. 
                          

Bible Study and Prayer Times 
                                  

                             Wednesday Morning Bible Study            9:30 a.m.   

                         Wednesday Evening Bible Study       6:00 p.m. 

                         Wednesday Choir Practice                      7:00 p.m. 

                                         

                         Thursday Prayer Study Group               10:30 a.m. 

 

Online Opportunities 

Online worship videos posted on YouTube channel Saturday night 

Sunday morning service live streamed on NUMC Facebook page 

Wednesday morning Bible study-in person/conference call at 9:30 AM 

Wednesday evening Bible study in per/conference call at 6:00 PM 

                                      

                                                                   
      

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Miranda Denler * 309-670-0765 * mimi2005@msn.com  

Worship Director:  Lisa Rogers * 309-472-4472 * lsealine@yahoo.com  

Admin. Assistant: Norma Snodgrass * 331-216-4345 northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 

Visit us on the web: www.nwunitedmethodist.org

mailto:mimi2005@msn.com
mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 
 

If you have a church chuckle (clean and funny) or poem that you would like to 

share.  Please e-mail it to northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or  

leave it in my church mailbox.  Norma  

 

Job: 8-21 
 
 

He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy.   

 
 
From Joke Banks 
 
A mom texts, "Hi! Son, what does IDK, LY, & TTYL mean?" He texts back, "I 

Don't Know, Love You, & Talk To You Later." The mom texts him, "It's ok, don't 

worry about it. I'll ask your sister, love you too." 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From - Blessings for Every Day 
By 

Susie Larson 
 

May God replace your painful memories with redemptive dreams.  May He 
heal old wounds and pour in timeless wisdom.  May He shore up your 
weaknesses and shine through your strengths. And tonight, may your sleep  
replenish you in every way.   You are loved and blessed. 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


 

 

Prayer shared by Sandy 

 

Gracious God, May we who are merely inconvenienced 

remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those 

who must choose between preserving their health or making their 

rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when schools 

close remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips remember those that have no 

safe places to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the 

economic market remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for the possibility of quarantine at home 

remember those who have no home. 

As fear grips our country, O God, help us to choose to love. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around 

each other, let us yet find ways to be Your loving embrace to our 

neighbors. 

In the name of Jesus we pray. 

Amen 



 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessings, 
Reverend Miranda, Lisa & Norma 

 
 


