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From the Pastor: 

 

We set out on a journey together nearly a year ago. We didn’t know that this journey would require 

so much alone time or lead to shortages of toilet paper. We didn’t know when we prayed at the be-

ginning of 2020 that our prayers were strengthen us for a long haul of trekking through the mud 

and muck of society. We didn’t know that the divisions in society that seemed so striking then 

would only worsen as the pandemic would expose terrible injustices. We didn’t know that we 

would spend so much time worshiping online and in our own homes. There was so much we were 

not prepared for. 
 

Still, with the vaccine now reaching our church members, we’ve made it to a new stage of this pan-

demic. I am hopeful that we will begin an uphill climb out of this mess. It may take a few months, 

but as we continue to journey together, it’s time to start thinking about the after. 

What does church look like after a pandemic? 
 

Rev. Glenn M. Wagner from the office of the Michigan Conference Communications wrote in article 
in July 2020 about the response of John Wesley to the current circumstances. You can read the full 
article here: What Would Wesley Think? - The Michigan Conference (michiganumc.org) 
Wagner ended a section of Wesley’s response to the pandemic with this advice based on his exten-
sive study of the words of Wesley:  
 

Based on Wesley’s own experience dealing with public health issues, unexpected conflict, 
and changing global circumstances, it is clear from John Wesley’s writings that he would 
counsel the importance of unity. I believe Wesley would promote a non-partisan commit-
ment to the gospel of peace, while at the same time embracing changes that may be need-
ed. 
John Wesley would have empathy for the enormous suffering caused by this pandemic but 
would prayerfully observe with gratitude how the coronavirus is also creating a new oppor-
tunity for the church to be in ministry. I believe John Wesley would affirm the way that the 
internet today is carrying the gospel message to new people. John Wesley would also realize 
that if a virtual meeting is required to sustain the church safely in troubled times, he would 
be first among ZOOMs for the sake of Christ’s mission. 

https://michiganumc.org/what-would-wesley-think/


While his advice may be several months old, I think it still holds as we enter this new phase. A focus on 

unity through the sharing of the Gospel of peace and an embracing of new ways to minister. While we 

have been longing for what church was before the pandemic, it’s unlikely to ever look the same, even as 

we return to in person worship. Now’s the time when the various committees and teams of Northwest are 

looking at the ministries of before and ministries of after. They are celebrating the good accomplished 

through so much hard work and love over the years, while also recognizing that what has worked in the 

past may no longer fulfill the mission of the church. These are hard decisions. Yet the goal remains the 

same, to share the love of God and to do so in a way that our community will experience it. 

What does Northwest look like after the pandemic? We don’t have an answer to that question yet. So, as 

we continue to journey together, I offer this Prayer for Healing by Rachel R. Hackenberg. May it bring 

peace and unity to our congregation, nation, and world in this time of change. 

Dancing Light, 
Shed light on the corners of our souls 
Where aches linger 
And anger builds like mold 
Where memories ferment  
And self-pity licks its wounds. 
 

Dancing Light, 
Brighten the shadows deep within 
Where lies are hidden 
And criticism awaits its prey 
Where contempt lurks 
And distrust rustles underfoot. 
 

Dancing Light, 
Shine upon the windows of our hearts, 
Where love should live 
And forgiveness be always ready 
Where hope is bright 
And praise ever lifts our tongues. 

 

In Christ’s Love,  

Reverend Miranda  

Reminder…The best method of contacting Reverend Miranda is: 
 

 through email (MiMi2005@msn.com) 

 during her Office Hours at the Church,  

 call 309-692-0421 Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m.  – 1 p.m. 

 outside of Office Hours, call the parsonage at 309-670-0765 

 in case of an emergency, please email or leave a message on the parsonage phone 

mailto:MiMi2005@msn.com


Coming Back to the Heart of Worship  

On May 8th, the Illinois Great Rivers Conference released the Bishop’s plan for reopening 

churches titled “Coming Back to the Heart of Worship”  

You can see the plan here: https://www.igrc.org/coming-back-to-the-heart-of-worship  

The 16-page document details a phased plan of reopening that mirrors the state’s plan. With every phase, 

churches have been given guidance on best practices for worship, small groups, and staff. This phased plan is to 

be followed according to the state’s guidelines even if a region or county releases their own plan.  

Keep in mind that the state’s plan breaks up the state into regions that will move from phase to phase  

independently of each other and based on a series of measures that must be met. These measures include the 

number of tests, positive cases, free ICU beds, etc. Northwest is permitted to move phases only when our  

region of the state does.  
 

Reminders about worship during Phase 4: 

 Face masks are required. If you have need of a mask, please call the church office and we can ar-
range for you to receive one. If you cannot wear a mask because of a health condition, please let the 
church office know so that we can arrange seating for you and everyone to be safe. 

 Social distancing will be observed. 

 Sanitizing of the church will happen before and after service. 

 Limit of 50 persons in worship. 

 Child care is not being provided during worship 

In order to maintain social distancing please follow these rules when you come for service: 

 Front doors will open for seating at 9:35 a.m. Please do not enter the church, even if you have a 
key or code, unless you are volunteering to help with service. 

(Continued on next page) 

Northwest Reopening Plan—email from Pastor Miranda on January 26, 2021 

“On January 25th, Region 2 (our region) was upgraded to Phase 4 Covid mitigation. This means that we can 
now plan to begin in person worship in February with a limit of 50 persons instead of 25! No need to attend 
worship based on your last name, if you would like to RSVP for any Sunday, you are welcome to. 

 In Person Worship for all will begin Sunday, February 7th.  

Communion will be served at worship on February 7th. If anyone who is worshiping at home would like to 
have blessed elements delivered to their home, please contact the church office. 
 

An RSVP is required in order to make sure we keep under the 50 person limit and that we have a list of 

attendees every week. Please use the link below to RSVP every week. If we move backward in phases, we 

will cancel in person services.  

 https://reopen.church/r/4L6T2V8v  

We will continue to have online worship options.  

https://reopen.church/r/4L6T2V8v


 

Social distancing rules (continued): 

 When you arrive, please wait to be seated at the sanctuary doors. An usher will direct you to open 
chairs for you and your family. There are x’s on the floor of the fellowship hall so that you can maintain 
social distancing while you wait for your seat. 

 The offering will be collected in a plate by the sanctuary doors. Please consider continuing to give 
online if at all possible. 

 Prayer requests will not be collected during the service. Please continue to share your requests with 
the church office by phone and email. 

 Once the service is over, an usher will dismiss you by family so that you can maintain social distanc-
ing while leaving the building. 

If the above rules are not followed, we will not be able to continue meeting in person for service.  
Please consider the safety of every one of our members as you attend. 

Uncomfortable with In Person Worship? 
 

We completely understand if you are still reluctant to go into public places and support your personal de-
cision not to come into the church building.  
 

Online Worship 
Worship videos, including a recording of the sermon will continue to be uploaded to YouTube every week: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLly8RVnK82zXmacR9pNdLeEnsTlHfQ0N4 

Make sure to like our Facebook page so that you will receive reminders about our livestream every Sun-
day: 

https://www.facebook.com/Northwest-Peoria-United-Methodist-Church-131339856917781/ 

Trustees has been working hard to solve our internet issues at the church and I am optimistic that by the 
time we return to in person worship on February 7th we will be able to livestream the service at the same 
time. 

AudioFetch Listening Option 
There is now a third option to listen to worship - you can sit in your car in the parking lot and hear the 
whole service! 

Back in November of 2019, we installed a device that allows anyone in the building to hear everything 
from our speaker system through an app on their cellphone. The app, called AudioFetch, is meant to pro-
vide an opportunity for those who don’t hear well from the speakers to listen more closely. It was discov-
ered last week that the signal from the system goes out as far as the church sign! 

If you would like to listen in to the service from your car, you must first download the AudioFetch app on 
your smartphone or tablet device. You can find the app in your app store on the device. (see next page)  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLly8RVnK82zXmacR9pNdLeEnsTlHfQ0N4
https://www.facebook.com/Northwest-Peoria-United-Methodist-Church-131339856917781/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Once you arrive and park between the church building and the sign, you will need to log in to the church’s 
internet with your smartphone or tablet device.  

 Church internet information: 

  Network: ATT303             Password:6181453840 

After logging into the internet, open the AudioFetch app. It should automatically connect to the signal. 
(Depending on how the app works on your phone, you may need to select a channel. Simply choose from the 
list of channels until you find the one broadcasting our signal.) Lisa begins playing hymns about 9:40 a.m. 
This is the first sound that should come through the app. If you search before that time, you may not find 
any sound coming from the app. 

Thanks to Mike Krost for helping to set up this capability last year and for his discovery of how far the signal 
goes! 

This is a screenshot from my phone 
to give you an idea of what the app 
may look like on your device. 

From SPRC 

The Importance of One-on-One Connections 
  

We, the people of God, value our opportunities for gathering and sharing together as a Church family. This is 
only natural because God created us to be in relationship with him and with each other. Unfortunately, dur-
ing the COVID pandemic we haven’t had the same opportunities to connect. However, our lack of in-person 
connections should not keep us from reaching out to each other, starting new conversations (even through a 
brief phone call) and developing friendships that will last well beyond the pandemic. 
  

I encourage you to read through a short blog post by Marlena Graves, “Known and loved: Finding your com-
munity.” (Link from the United Methodist Church: https://www.umc.org/en/content/known-and-loved-
finding-your-community) Ms. Graves shares through her personal experiences the importance of one-on-one 
connections, both existing and new connections. 
  

In this coming month, plan on connecting with another person in the congregation that you haven’t talked 
with since November, or longer. Renew or build a new friendship within Northwest UMC. 
 

If you wish to connect with Rev. Miranda, please email her at MiMi2005@msn.com.  Other options for con-
tacting Rev. Miranda include calling the Church office, Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. (309-692-0421) or call-
ing the parsonage outside of Office hours (309-670-0765). 
  

Deborah Lauseng, Co-Chair 
Staff/Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/known-and-loved-finding-your-community
https://www.umc.org/en/content/known-and-loved-finding-your-community
mailto:MiMi2005@msn.com


In Person Sunday School 

 
With the lifting of Covid restrictions, beginning Sunday Feb. 7th, Adult Sunday School will begin meeting in 
person at 8:20 a.m. with an option to join online.  

*Confirmation students are welcome to join the Adult Sunday School class until regular confirmation 
classes resume 

 
NOTE: The doors will open at 8:10 a.m. for those coming to participate in Sunday School and will be locked 
again at 8:30 a.m. Once Sunday School is over, class participants staying for worship will be seated first in 
the sanctuary before the doors to the church are open again at 9:35 a.m. for all others attending worship.  
 
You can find a blurb about the material we will use below. 
 

For those who wish to join online or by phone: 

To join the conference call: 
By Phone:  

Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
Access code: 177325# 

OR Computer:   
Join the online meeting: https://www.freeconferencecall.com/wall/northwestunited 
Online meeting ID: northwestunited 

 

LIGHT 
Led by Carl and Julie Gaede 
 
The weight of unforgiveness often manifests in anger, bitterness, resentment, damaged communities, or 
lost relationships - bringing hurt into our lives and to those around us. It can prevent us from being able to 
process our painful experiences. But there is freedom available, hope to be found, and a light that can lead 
us to emotional healing and wholeness in Christ. 
 
‘Light’ is a 5-part devotional series, written by Tutapona and inspired by those we serve in Uganda and Iraq. 
We have been honored to be able to walk alongside them, providing mental health services and helping 
them find healing and hope in the midst of hardship. We are excited to share some of the lessons we have 
learned through our ministry over the past decade with you.  
 
These lessons cross cultures, nations and experiences. They bring out the hope of the Gospel and 
the principals written in scripture that take us on the journey to wholeness, restoring us to who God created 
us to be. We believe every person deserves to live in the peace and freedom of Christ and that through 
faith, #WeWillBeHealed.  

Children’s Sunday School “At Home” 
 

If you would like to receive weekly materials regarding 
“At Home” Children’s Sunday School please email the church at: 

northwestunited @sbcglobal.net  



UMCOR establishes Covid-19 fund 
  
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has established a COVID-19 Response 
Fund to "support vulnerable populations disproportionately impacted by the coronavirus in the 
U.S. and around the world. Grants from this fund will be disbursed quickly and efficiently, allow-
ing Methodist partners to address health concerns, food insecurity, water and hygiene limita-
tions and other pressing needs in their communities."  
 
You can donate through Northwest by sending a check marked with “UMCOR COVID-19” in the 
memo line or directly to UMCOR here:  

https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx  

 
 

Needed: People for a new Technology Ministry 
Have you been thankful for you the opportunities for remote worship over the past several 
months? If so, please express your gratitude to  Reverend Miranda and Rob Denler for the 
many hours each week in getting the evolving technology and software to work to provide 
online worship. If you have been viewing services remotely, you have probably also noticed 
that the technology hasn’t always worked. While Reverend Miranda and Rob have been 
building their expertise on these systems, there continue to be changes in how best to  
provide you a meaningful remote worship experience. Thus, the need for a new Technology 
Ministry at Northwest.  If you have some experience with video and streaming technology, or 
interest in gaining a new skill, please contact the Church Office and let Reverend Miranda 
know of your willingness to volunteer.  The Church needs you!   

New Year, New Committees!  

I want to thank each and every one of you for your participation in the ministry of 
Northwest through our various committees in 2020. It’s because of your dedication 
that we have continued to provide ministry opportunities such as the free medical 
clinic to our community, home Advent wreaths, and continued support of our various 
missions.  

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

Please take some time to look over the 2021 Roster. You may have rotated off of a 
committee at the end of last year and/or you may be serving on a new committee as 
of the start of this one.  

I look forward to working with you all in this new year to continue to grow in disciple-
ship, minister to our community, and seek justice around the world. 

In Christ’s Love, 
Rev. Miranda Denler 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001BTXuQnSEGjKz7uAmKlWQ5Cm1MgdzfZiXVIH28RXGFDemgB8GA2Dhr0LLx-lHKN0ygX4JwLiFRA2DofjFiiJDnlBkIoNiJisOQ9vMkjBvJ2vsl-JAHCTjWyW9qlpOt-kc7uUCUbck-q2LXoUc26a_gL9XErYOkFE_zSE0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001BTXuQnSEGjKz7uAmKlWQ5Cm1MgdzfZiXVIH28RXGFDemgB8GA2Dhr0LLx-lHKN0ygX4JwLiFRA2DofjFiiJDnlBkIoNiJisOQ9vMkjBvJ2vsl-JAHCTjWyW9qlpOt-kc7uUCUbck-q2LXoUc26a_gL9XErYOkFE_zSE0
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx


2021 Church Officer Roster 

** indicates chairperson, + indicates required committee 

Administrative Board 

Chair: Kim Switzer 

Secretary: Randy Anderson 

Lay Leader*: Doris Meinke 

(Note: Lay Leader also has membership on the  

Finance, Nominations/Lay Leadership, and S/PPRC 

Committees) 

Lay Member to Annual Conference: Kathy Becker 

Alternate Lay Member: Dixie Rogers 

Finance Chair: Randy Anderson 

Trustee Chair: Dan Becker 

S/PPRC Co-Chairs: Deb Lauseng & Mike Krost 

Church Treasurer: Randy Anderson 

Financial Secretary: Nylene Bradburn 

Congregational Care Chair: Vicki Krost 

Worship Chair: Mary Staley 

Outreach Chair: Cameron Lauseng 

Outreach Rep. to Community Care Team: Chuck Traver 

SS Superintendent: Ted Rogers 

Discipleship/Christian Ed.: Marilyn Anderson 

Member at Large: Jerry Leonhardt 

Youth Rep: Josh Anderson 

Membership Secretary: Kim Switzer 

Prayer Coordinator: Dixie Rogers 

+ Finance and Stewardship    

Finance Chair:  Randy Anderson   

Church Council Chair: Kim Switzer    

Trustee Chair: Dan Becker    

Lay Leader: Doris Meinke    

S/PPRC Chair: Deb Lauseng & Mike Krost  

Financial Secretary: Nylene Bradburn  

At Large: Jerry Leonhardt    

Lay Member to Annual Conference: Kathy Becker 

Church Treasurer: Randy Anderson    

+ Trustees  

(1/3 men & 1/3 women; 2/3 members) 

 Dan Becker   

 Kate Meins   

 Ted Osman 

 Paul Gollnitz 

 Mark Howar 

Memorial Committee  

Trustee & Finance Rep.: Randy Anderson  

 Doris Meinke 

 Carol Payne**  

 Sharon Musselman 

 Mel Hogan 

 Nancy Stone 



+ Staff/Pastor Parish Relations  

(limit of six consecutive years serving; one young adult; 

must be members) 

Lay Leader, Vice chair: Doris Meinke 

Lay Member to the Annual Conference – Kathy Becker 

and Cam Lauseng 

 Sandy Osman 

 Deb Lauseng** 

 David Stone 

 Karen Wasson 

 Lorna Gabbert 

 Mike Krost** 

Congregational Care  

 Vicki Krost** 

 Kim Switzer 

 Doris Meinke  

 Karen Kleen  

 Marilyn Anderson 

Worship 

Worship Leader—Lisa Rogers 

 Ginger Reynolds 

 Vic Snodgrass  

 Mary Staley 

 Jerry Leonhardt 

 Dixie Rogers 

 Matthew Nunn 

 Betty Hogan 

 Teri Hermann 

Community Care Team  

(Under Outreach Supervision and Budget) 

Outreach Representative: Church Traver 

Grief Share Representative – TBA 

Free Clinic Representative – Norma Snodgrass 

Overcomer’s Anonymous Representative - TBA 

 Elaine Bell 

 Terry Haas 

 Ray Dixon 

 Dixie Rogers 

 Norma Negron 

 Tricia Buck 

Outreach  

 Chuck Traver 

 Karol Castens 

 Joyce Dixon 

 Nylene Bradburn 

 Courtney Scott 

 Betty Callais 

 Julie Howar 

 Cam Lauseng**   

+ Lay Leadership/Nominations  

(limit of three consecutive years serving, one 

youth member),  

Pastor: Chair 

Lay Leader, Vice chair: Doris Meinke 

 Kim Switzer   

 William Anderson  

 Vic Snodgrass  

 Mike Krost 

 Mike Wasson 

Discipleship &  

Christian Education  

Sunday School  Super-

intendent: Ted Rogers  

 Marilyn Anderson** 

 Eric Kohout 

 Robert Denler  

 Carol Payne 

 Matthew Nunn 



Educational and Spiritual Growth:  
 

Wednesday morning and Wednesday evening Bible Study 
All Bible studies are now meeting in person with the option to join online.  

 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study—In person 

 
Starts at 9:30 AM 

 
Doors will open to the church 10 minutes before class begins.   

Masks and social distancing will be observed. 
 

For those who wish to join the conference call by phone or online: 
 
Free Conference Call Information 
To join the conference call: 
 Phone: 
  Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
  Access code: 177325# 
 OR Computer: 
  Online meeting ID: northwestunited 
  Join the online meeting:  
   https://www.freeconferencecall.com/wall/northwestunited 

 
For additional assistance connecting to the meeting text "Help" to the  
Dial-In number above. Message and data rates may apply. 

In the month of February, our morning 

Bible Study group will continue our 

Chronological look at the Bible.  We are 

currently focused on the book of Psalms 

and welcome anyone who would like to 

join us on our journey through Gods 

word!    

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freeconferencecall.com%2Fwall%2Fnorthwestunited&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb2306a808aab4f80621d08d8b6aa5b80%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637460190074067904%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ


We will be finishing our 5-part series of IN THE BEGINNING: GENESIS 1-3 with pastor Arvind Balaram on 
February 10th.  There will be no bible study class on February 17th because of the Ash Wednesday service. 
 

On February 24th, we will be starting a new study on THE FEASTS OF THE BIBLE by Dr. Sam Nadler 
 

“Some Christians miss the importance of the biblical feasts, seeing them as merely "Jewish" holidays, but 
Scripture says these are the Feasts of the Lord God established for all people for all time. 
Now you can connect the Hebrew roots of Christianity and the symbolism that points to Jesus Christ using 
this 6-session DVD-based study and Participation Guide, The Feasts of the Bible 
 
This is the ultimate 6-session DVD-based study on the feasts and holidays of the Bible. Dr. Sam Nadler is 
your guide through the feasts. Brought up in a traditional Jewish home, Sam came to believe in Jesus as 
Messiah. He served with Jews for Jesus, Chosen People Ministries, and is now president of Word of Messi-
ah Ministries.” 

 

Please let the church office know if you would like a copy of the book to go along with this study by  

Sunday February 7th. A donation of $10 is recommended to cover costs. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study—In person 
 

Starts at 6:00 PM 
 

Doors will open to the church 10 minutes before class begins.   
Masks and social distancing will be observed. 

 

For those who wish to join the conference call by phone or online: 
 
Free Conference Call Information 
To join the conference call: 
 Phone: 
  Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
  Access code: 177325# 
 OR Computer: 
  Online meeting ID: northwestunited 
  Join the online meeting:  
   https://www.freeconferencecall.com/wall/northwestunited 

 
For additional assistance connecting to the meeting text "Help" to the  
Dial-In number above. Message and data rates may apply. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freeconferencecall.com%2Fwall%2Fnorthwestunited&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb2306a808aab4f80621d08d8b6aa5b80%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637460190074067904%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ


Postponed Until Further Notice: 
Sunday School for Children and Youth  

 

Sunday School classes are at the same time as the Sunday morning Adult Sunday School 
time, starting at 8:30am.  The classes we have planned are as follows. 
 
Children Sunday School Classes 
4 year olds – 6 year olds 
7 year olds – 10 year olds 
 
The two children’s age groups will start their class together viewing a teaching video series 
appropriate for both age groups, then separate into the two classes for age appropriate 
discussions and teaching for the last half of class. 

Postponed Until Further Notice 

Confirmation Class/5th grade - 8th grade (8:45) 
 

The Youth Sunday School class will start out with a Confirmation Class program, led by Pas-
tor Miranda.  Though this class is designated as being through 8th grade, it would still be 
engaging and important for youth in high school! 
As a People of God, we have been given this opportunity to provide real discipleship op-
portunity for our kids!  We will need, of course, volunteers to support these classes.  
Whether you wish to teach, or only support by being there, we need you!  We would like a 
large “brigade” of volunteers, so that a rotation of Sunday School teaching and support can 
be done. 
If you have questions about volunteering and what will be involved, you can speak with 
Cameron after the service.  You may also email Cameron at cqlauseng@gmail.com with 
any questions you have. 
God is Good!  Let us engage in this important work He has given to us! 
Mathew 19:14 - but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for 
to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 

Regular Adult Sunday School - meeting in person starting Feb 7th  
This class meets at 8:30am in the Conference Room downstairs. 

We will be starting a 5 part devotional series: Light 
All are welcome to join (including confirmation students) 

 

NOTE: The doors will open at 8:10 a.m. for those coming to participate in Sunday School and will be locked 
again at 8:30 a.m. Once Sunday School is over, class participants staying for worship will be seated first in 
the sanctuary before the doors to the church are open again at 9:35 a.m. for all others attending worship.  
 

Call in or online participation is available, see page 6 of this newsletter for more information 

mailto:cqlauseng@gmail.com


Free Clinic Will Be Open February 13th! 
                                       

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic ~ We have a free medical clinic available to anyone 

who needs basic care.  The clinic hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon Saturday,  

February 13th. If you or someone you know needs medical attention, please come or 

bring someone who might not have transportation.  Dr. Ted and Lisa Rogers serve this 

wonderful outreach ministry.  
 

NUMC Events 

Volunteer for the Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic 
 

 

We are trying to develop a list of people that can be pleasant, take blood pressure, read 

the scales and write.  If you meet these qualifications, please call and add your name to 

our list to help at the once-a-month free health clinic.  We need a list of volunteers to 

fill in very occasionally.  In other words, not every month, but when Lisa cannot make it 

(which is very rare), we need a backup ready to fill in. Lisa is also willing to train anyone 

who is interested. Please contact the church office at 309-692-0421 for more details or 

to add your name to the list.                                      

Looking for a Clinic Coordinator 

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic 
 

We are in need of having someone volunteer to be our Clinic Coordinator.  

The position would involve making sure there is coverage for the clinic each month.  

If you could not find someone to cover the coordinator would work that position.  

The person would need to do some marketing for the clinic. 

Joyce, our previous coordinator, has a book that she will hand over to the new  

coordinator and explain what is in it. 

 

If you have questions call the church office at 309-692-0421 



Senior Group Luncheon 

Is postponed until further notice! 
 If you have questions, please call  

Dorothy Swirmicky at  
309-691-8740. 

Worship Online! 

We are on YouTube & live streaming on 

NUMC Facebook.  

The link is on Northwest United 

Methodist Church Peoria, Il website. 

NUMC Reads BOOK CLUB – February 2021 
 

Black Man in a White Coat: A Doctor's Reflections on Race and Medicine 
by Damon Tweedy  

                  

Ready for a change of pace in your leisure reading? Like to explore books beyond your usual genres? 
Interested in finding a new favorite author? Want to share what you have recently read with others? 
Then, come join the Northwest Book Club on the last Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Our small 
group is always excited about reading books from a variety of genres, and more importantly, sharing 
about what we discovered through our reading. We are also excited to be meeting again in-person 
(masked, and socially distanced). We welcome new members! 
 
Black Man in a White Coat examines the complex ways in which both black doctors and patients must navigate 
the difficult and often contradictory terrain of race and medicine. As Tweedy transforms from student to prac-
ticing physician, he discovers how often race influences his encounters with patients. Through their stories, he 
illustrates the complex social, cultural, and economic factors at the root of many health problems in the black 
community. These issues take on greater meaning when Tweedy is himself diagnosed with a chronic disease far 
more common among black people. In this powerful, moving, and deeply empathic book, Tweedy explores the 
challenges confronting black doctors, and the disproportionate health burdens faced by black patients, ulti-
mately seeking a way forward to better treatment and more compassionate care. 
 

If interested in joining in on the discussion, please contact Deb Lauseng  (dlauseng08@gmail.com) 

Calling all kids! 

Is your child spending extra time  
working on artwork during quarantine? 
We would love to put together a 
slideshow of artwork created by our 
Northwest children to add to our  
weekly online services.   
Please email pictures of their  
masterpieces to the church office at 
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 



NUMC Prayer Partners 

In person meeting postponed until further notice 

The Prayer Group meets at NUMC Thursday mornings at 10:30 AM.  

If you would like more information, contact  

Dixie Rogers at 309-472-4336.  
 

Please continue to send prayer requests to the church office. 

Prayer Concerns 
Contact Dennis Messersmith at 

dmau@comcast.net 

Don’t use email? 

Please call the church at  

309-692-0421 

2021 Ebony Bishops preaching series 
 

Asbury United Methodist Church in Washington, D.C. is pleased to announce its “2021 Ebony Bishops 
Preaching Series.” Through this series, Asbury offers its national and historic pulpit to the Ebony Bishops of 
the United Methodist Church to bring prophetic words on the issues of the day, share messages of hope 
during this critical period in the history of our nation and denomination, and to exhort the faithful to make 
effective witness. 
 

The “2021 Ebony Bishops Preaching Series” is being presented on the third Sunday of each month during 
the 10 a.m. (Eastern time) morning worship service* at Asbury, which will be live-streamed. Bishop 
LaTrelle Miller Easterling of the Baltimore-Washington Conference, preached the first message on Jan. 17. 
The remaining featured preachers are as follows: 

Feb. 21 -- Bishop Woodie W. White, former Bishop-in-Residence at Candler School of Theology, 
Emory University and Bishop of the Illinois Area from 1984-1992. 

March 21 -- Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, Western Pennsylvania Conference 

April 18 -- Bishop L. Jonathan Holston, South Carolina Conference 

May 16 -- Bishop Tracy S. Malone, East Ohio Conference 

June 20 -- Bishop Julius C. Trimble, Indiana Conference 

July 18 Bishop Sharma D. Lewis, Virginia Conference 
 

*Note: The worship services are planned to be virtual and will be live-streamed at www.asburyumcdc.org 
and on YouTube and Facebook. 

mailto:dmau@comcast.net
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Music Ministry 

If you would like to participate in the music ministry through choir,  
praise band, chimes, special music, small group ensembles,  
please text (preferred) or call our music director Lisa at 309-472-4472. 

Altar Flowers 

Please, don’t forget  
to sign up for your altar flowers! 

Flowers must be paid for prior to date they 
are ordered for.   

 

The forms and calendar are in the glass case 
in the fellowship hall.   
The flowers are $20.00 and you can take the 
flowers home with you after church. 
 

If you haven’t signed up you can call Norma at 
309-692-0421 or  
email her at northwestunited@sbcglobal.net. 

 

February Anniversaries  

Mark & Angie Fleming  02/17 

Dan & Kathy Becker      02/27 
 

February Birthdays  

William Anderson  02/04 

Alicia Booth  02/05 

Elaine Bell 02/21 

Dixie Rogers  02/28 

 

 

Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries in February 

If you don’t see your birthday or anni-
versary on the list?  This means the 
Church office does not have your in-
formation. You may submit your infor-
mation to the Church office by e-mail: 

northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or 
call the church office (309) 692-0421 

for an update information form. 
Thanks! 
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Regular Worship Services 
 

                         Adult Sunday School                                 8:20 a.m. 

                         Children Sunday School                            8:30 a.m. 

                         Sunday Worship ((on line)                 9:45 a.m.  

      Nursery Available                         8:30 -11:00 a.m. 

Nursery is unavailable at this time.   

Please plan for children to sit with you in worship. 
                          

Bible Study and Prayer Times 
                                  

                             Wednesday Morning Bible Study            9:30 a.m.   

                         Wednesday Evening Bible Study       6:00 p.m. 

                         Wednesday Choir Practice                      7:00 p.m. 

                                         

                         Thursday Prayer Study Group               10:30 a.m. 

 

Online Opportunities 

Online worship videos posted on YouTube channel Saturday night 

Sunday morning service live streamed on NUMC Facebook page 

Wednesday morning Bible Study in person/conference call at 9:30 AM 

Wednesday evening Bible study in person/conference call at 6:00 PM 

Pastor:  Rev. Miranda Denler * 309-670-0765 * mimi2005@msn.com  

Worship Director:  Lisa Rogers * 309-472-4472 * lsealine@yahoo.com  

Admin. Assistant: Norma Snodgrass * 331-216-4345 northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 

Visit us on the web: www.nwunitedmethodist.org  
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Church Chuckle 

He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy.  

Job 8:21.  

If you have a church chuckle (clean and funny) or poem that you would 
like to share.  Please e-mail it to northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or  

leave it in my church mailbox.  Norma  

How do groups of Angels greet each other? 

Halo, Halo, Halo! 

Blessings, 

Reverend Miranda, Lisa, Norma & Marilyn 
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