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From the Pastor: 

 

Forgiveness is not always about how others have wronged us, but it’s also a time to recognize how 

we have harmed others. This is the difficult lesson we have been struggling with as a Sunday School 

class recently. We are reminded that to be in relationship with other people means that we have 

often made mistakes. This is a difficult realization. It’s much easier to turn to others, see their faults, 

and point them out, then it is to plumb the depths of our own soul.  

United Methodist Communications is releasing a series of resources to help families discuss issues 

of faith. Their most recent article is titled “I’m sorry” and focuses on the need to recognize the hurt 

we’ve caused in others. You can see the entire article using the link below. 

Get Them Talking: I'm sorry | The United Methodist Church (umc.org) 
Using Matthew 5:23-24, we are reminded that Jesus taught us to get our relationships straightened 

out before we come before God to worship. Repeatedly the Bible teaches us that God wants sincere 

worship more than just routine showing up. Part of the sincerity is seeing ourselves, including our 

failures, fully. We want a gilded mirror that shows us only the best part of ourselves, but God wants 

all of who we are when we come to worship. It’s more than just how we look when we enter the 

building, but also where are heart is at. If we have caused harm to another, then it would be impos-

sible to stand before God with sincerity in worship until we have addressed that harm. 

Here’s both the easy and hard solution to the problem: we have to say, “I’m sorry.” It’s simple in 

that it’s such a short phrase. There’s no need for excuses or explanations, we simply say that we are 

sorry, feel that remorse, and listen to the impact our actions made on the ones we have hurt. When 

we walk away from that conversation both parties are better for it. We commit to doing better next 

time and the offended party has been heard. The hard part is admitting we did wrong in the first 

place. As a recovering perfectionist, I certainly don’t want to admit my wrong doings, yet that’s  

exactly what God calls me to do.  

 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/get-them-talking-im-sorry


 

The article mentioned above is short and sweet, with easy discussion questions you can use in your house-

hold to have an honest conversation about what it means to say, “I’m sorry.” Lent is the perfect time to 

reevaluate our understanding of forgiveness by admitting that we often need forgiveness more often than 

we are called to give it. Rather than giving up something for Lent, we can pick up a new habit of admitting 

when we’ve done wrong. It may be painful, but it is right and what Jesus taught us to do. So, join me in 

looking deeply within this month. Every relationship we have will be better for the honesty shown in ad-

mitting our mistakes. Most of all, our worship of God will be expectable and pleasing. Nothing could be 

better than joining together for Easter Sunday on April 4th with lighter burdens and sincere hearts to wor-

ship God. So, let us do just that. 

In Christ’s Love,  

Reverend Miranda  

 

 

Vacation 

 

Reverend Miranda will be on vacation staring March 8 - March 21.  More information on 

who to contact for an emergency will be sent out at a later date. 

 

Reminder…The best method of contacting Reverend Miranda is: 
 

 through email (MiMi2005@msn.com) 

 during her Office Hours at the Church,  

 call 309-692-0421 Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m.  – 1 p.m. 

 outside of Office Hours, call the parsonage at 309-670-0765 

 in case of an emergency, please email or leave a message on the parsonage phone 

mailto:MiMi2005@msn.com


Coming Back to the Heart of Worship  

On May 8th, the Illinois Great Rivers Conference released the Bishop’s plan for reopening 

churches titled “Coming Back to the Heart of Worship”  

You can see the plan here: https://www.igrc.org/coming-back-to-the-heart-of-worship  

The 16-page document details a phased plan of reopening that mirrors the state’s plan. With every phase, 

churches have been given guidance on best practices for worship, small groups, and staff. This phased plan is to 

be followed according to the state’s guidelines even if a region or county releases their own plan.  

Keep in mind that the state’s plan breaks up the state into regions that will move from phase to phase  

independently of each other and based on a series of measures that must be met. These measures include the 

number of tests, positive cases, free ICU beds, etc. Northwest is permitted to move phases only when our  

region of the state does.  
 

Reminders about worship during Phase 4: 

 Face masks are required. If you have need of a mask, please call the church office and we can ar-
range for you to receive one. If you cannot wear a mask because of a health condition, please let the 
church office know so that we can arrange seating for you and everyone to be safe. 

 Social distancing will be observed. 

 Sanitizing of the church will happen before and after service. 

 Limit of 50 persons in worship. 

 Child care is not being provided during worship 

In order to maintain social distancing please follow these rules when you come for service: 

 Front doors will open for seating at 9:35 a.m. Please do not enter the church, even if you have a 
key or code, unless you are volunteering to help with service. 

(Continued on next page) 

Northwest Reopening Plan 

“On January 25th, Region 2 (our region) was upgraded to Phase 4 Covid mitigation. This means that we are 
now meeting in person.  Worship is limited to 50 persons .     

Communion Sunday, March 7th 

Communion will be served at worship on March 7th. If anyone who is worshiping at home would like to have 
blessed elements delivered to their home, please contact the church office. 
 

An RSVP is required in order to make sure we keep under the 50 person limit and that we have a list of 

attendees every week. Please use the link below to RSVP every week. If we move backward in phases, we 

will cancel in person services.  

 https://reopen.church/r/4L6T2V8v  

We will continue to have online worship options.  

https://reopen.church/r/4L6T2V8v


 

Social distancing rules (continued): 

 When you arrive, please wait to be seated at the sanctuary doors. An usher will direct you to open 
chairs for you and your family. There are x’s on the floor of the fellowship hall so that you can maintain 
social distancing while you wait for your seat. 

 The offering will be collected in a plate by the sanctuary doors. Please consider continuing to give 
online if at all possible. 

 Prayer requests will not be collected during the service. Please continue to share your requests with 
the church office by phone and email. 

 Once the service is over, an usher will dismiss you by family so that you can maintain social  

 distancing while leaving the building. 

If the above rules are not followed, we will not be able to continue meeting in person for service.  
Please consider the safety of every one of our members as you attend. 

Uncomfortable with In Person Worship? 
 

We completely understand if you are still reluctant to go into public places and support your personal  
decision not to come into the church building.  
 

Online Worship 
Worship videos, including a recording of the sermon will continue to be uploaded to YouTube every week: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLly8RVnK82zXmacR9pNdLeEnsTlHfQ0N4 

Make sure to like our Facebook page so that you will receive reminders about our livestream every  

Sunday: 

https://www.facebook.com/Northwest-Peoria-United-Methodist-Church-131339856917781/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLly8RVnK82zXmacR9pNdLeEnsTlHfQ0N4
https://www.facebook.com/Northwest-Peoria-United-Methodist-Church-131339856917781/


 

Once you arrive and park between the church building and the sign, you will need to log in to 
the church’s internet with your smartphone or tablet device.  

 Church internet information: 

  Network: ATT303             Password:6181453840 

After logging into the internet, open the AudioFetch app. It should automatically connect to 
the signal. (Depending on how the app works on your phone, you may need to select a  

channel. Simply choose from the list of channels until you find the one broadcasting our  

signal.) Lisa begins playing hymns about 9:40 a.m. This is the first sound that should come 
through the app. If you search before that time, you may not find any sound coming from the 
app. 

Thanks to Mike Krost for helping to set up this capability last year and for his discovery of how far the  

signal goes! 

This is a screenshot from my phone 
to give you an idea of what the app 
may look like on your device. 

 

AudioFetch Listening Option 
There is now a third option to listen to worship - you can sit in your car in the parking lot and hear the 
whole service! 

Back in November of 2019, we installed a device that allows anyone in the building to hear everything 
from our speaker system through an app on their cellphone. The app, called AudioFetch, is meant to  

provide an opportunity for those who don’t hear well from the speakers to listen more closely. It was 
discovered last week that the signal from the system goes out as far as the church sign! 

If you would like to listen in to the service from your car, you must first download the AudioFetch app on 
your smartphone or tablet device. You can find the app in your app store on the device. (see next page)  



SPRC Update  

 

As part of the duties of the Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC), the Committee regularly 

reviews the state of the congregation, including areas of strength, need, and opportunities.  

Annually, SPRC and the pastor discuss and determine together the pastoral priorities for the 

coming year. This year the discussion also involved a review of the Church’s Strategic  

Objectives,* the annual church assessment requested by Bishop Frank Beard, and being  

mindful of Rev. Miranda’s Clifton Strengths.  These many components truly fit together well for 

a clear picture of key reoccurring themes. The Committee used all this information and agreed 

upon the pastoral priorities for 2021, as connection ministries, teaching, and being the leader of 

leaders.  More specifically:  

Connection Ministries – Beyond efforts to connect with home-bound congregational 

members, Rev. Miranda will also help congregational members recognize their role in 

creating connections among each other. She, along with the appropriate church  

committees, will share information and training to help the congregation build  

connectional and relationship skills. 

Teaching – Rev. Miranda will oversee the planning and teaching of classes for Sunday 

School, Bible Studies, confirmation.  She will encourage, and possibly provide training, 

laity to teach and lead within the congregation. 

The Leader of Leaders – Rev. Miranda will serve as the leader of leaders in the  

congregation; She will guide the leadership in strategic visioning in alignment with the 

Church’s mission and vision. 

 

As a reminder, beyond these three priorities, Rev. Miranda will be continuing involvement with 

other pastoral ministries. A good example is that she remains committed to leading worship and 

preaching, as well as providing opportunities for both in-person and remote worship  

participation.  

 

*Northwest UMC Strategic Objectives 

Objective 1: We will achieve 80% participation by our congregation in support of our Care 
Initiatives by the end of 2021. 
Objective 2: We will provide free healthcare services to an average of 20 people per clinic 
day by the end of 2021. 
Objective 3: We will provide a minimum of 2 year-round weekly care programs by the end of 

2021 

Objective 4: We will provide spiritual growth opportunities for all ages with an emphasis on 

developing an effective high school youth ministry by the end of 2021 

 

Deborah Lauseng, SPRC Chair 



In Person Sunday School 

 
With the lifting of Covid restrictions, we will be meeting in person, Adult Sunday School will begin meeting  
in person at 8:20 a.m. with an option to join online.  

*Confirmation students are welcome to join the Adult Sunday School class until regular confirmation 
classes resume 

 
NOTE: The doors will open at 8:10 a.m. for those coming to participate in Sunday School and will be locked 
again at 8:30 a.m. Once Sunday School is over, class participants staying for worship will be seated first in 
the sanctuary before the doors to the church are open again at 9:35 a.m. for all others attending worship.  
 
You can find a blurb about the material we will use below. 
 

For those who wish to join online or by phone: 

To join the conference call: 
By Phone:  

Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
Access code: 177325# 

OR Computer:   
Join the online meeting: https://www.freeconferencecall.com/wall/northwestunited 
Online meeting ID: northwestunited 

 

We’ll be finishing up Light on March 7th. 

Pastor Miranda will be on vacation the next two Sundays, but Sunday School participants are encouraged to 

meet in her absence. You will be provided with easy material to go through together both Sundays. 

Mar. 14th – “Sitting with God’s Heart: An Exercise in Empathy” 

Mar. 21st – Material about UMCOR Sunday 

Then, March 28th, we will start a new four week series featuring Christy Nockels from the Christian music 

group Sons and Daughters.  

 

THE LIFE YOU LONG FOR 

CHRISTY NOCKELS 

Motivated to please God, we often resort to hustle and achievement as we seek to follow him and love  

others. We begin to find our worth in what we do. But God calls us to find our identity in the quiet center of 
his love. 

In this four-session series with Christy Nockels, learn how to step fully into the life you didn’t even realize 
you’ve been seeking. Find your highest calling not in a duty to uphold but in a beautiful identity to live out. 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Speaker/999764


 
 

Needed: People for a new Technology Ministry 
Have you been thankful for you the opportunities for remote worship over the past several 
months? If so, please express your gratitude to  Reverend Miranda and Rob Denler for the 
many hours each week in getting the evolving technology and software to work to provide 
online worship. If you have been viewing services remotely, you have probably also noticed 
that the technology hasn’t always worked. While Reverend Miranda and Rob have been 
building their expertise on these systems, there continue to be changes in how best to  
provide you a meaningful remote worship experience. Thus, the need for a new Technology 
Ministry at Northwest.  If you have some experience with video and streaming technology, or 
interest in gaining a new skill, please contact the Church Office and let Reverend Miranda 
know of your willingness to volunteer.  The Church needs you!   

 

Congregation Cleanup Day - Outdoor and Indoor 
 

We have a congregation spring outdoor/indoor cleanup session 
scheduled for Saturday March 27th starting at 9:00 am.  Our backup 
date, in case of bad weather, will be April 17th.   

Please join us in cleaning up the inside and outside of our beautiful      
church and property. 



Educational and Spiritual Growth:  
 

Wednesday morning and Wednesday evening Bible Study 
All Bible studies are now meeting in person with the option to join online.  

 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study—In person 

 
Starts at 9:30 AM 

 
Doors will open to the church 10 minutes before class begins.   

Masks and social distancing will be observed. 
 

For those who wish to join the conference call by phone or online: 
 
Free Conference Call Information 
To join the conference call: 
 Phone: 
  Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
  Access code: 177325# 
 OR Computer: 
  Online meeting ID: northwestunited 
  Join the online meeting:  
   https://www.freeconferencecall.com/wall/northwestunited 

 
For additional assistance connecting to the meeting text "Help" to the  
Dial-In number above. Message and data rates may apply. 

The month of March  our morning Bible 

Study group will continue our Chronolog-

ical look at the Bible.  We are currently 

focused on the story of Solomon and 

welcome anyone who would like to join 

us on our journey through Gods word!    

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freeconferencecall.com%2Fwall%2Fnorthwestunited&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb2306a808aab4f80621d08d8b6aa5b80%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637460190074067904%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ


 

On February 24th we started a new study on THE FEASTS OF THE BIBLE by Dr. Sam Nadler 
 

“Some Christians miss the importance of the biblical feasts, seeing them as merely "Jewish" holidays, but 
Scripture says these are the Feasts of the Lord God established for all people for all time. 
Now you can connect the Hebrew roots of Christianity and the symbolism that points to Jesus Christ using 
this 6-session DVD-based study and Participation Guide, The Feasts of the Bible 
 
This is the ultimate 6-session DVD-based study on the feasts and holidays of the Bible. Dr. Sam Nadler is 
your guide through the feasts. Brought up in a traditional Jewish home, Sam came to believe in Jesus as 
Messiah. He served with Jews for Jesus, Chosen People Ministries, and is now president of Word of Messi-
ah Ministries.” 

 

 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study—In person 
 

Starts at 6:00 PM 
 

Doors will open to the church 10 minutes before class begins.   
Masks and social distancing will be observed. 

 

For those who wish to join the conference call by phone or online: 
 
Free Conference Call Information 
To join the conference call: 
 Phone: 
  Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
  Access code: 177325# 
 OR Computer: 
  Online meeting ID: northwestunited 
  Join the online meeting:  
   https://www.freeconferencecall.com/wall/northwestunited 

 
For additional assistance connecting to the meeting text "Help" to the  
Dial-In number above. Message and data rates may apply. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freeconferencecall.com%2Fwall%2Fnorthwestunited&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb2306a808aab4f80621d08d8b6aa5b80%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637460190074067904%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ


Postponed Until Further Notice: 
Sunday School for Children and Youth  

 

Sunday School classes are at the same time as the Sunday morning Adult Sunday School 
time, starting at 8:30am.  The classes we have planned are as follows. 
 
Children Sunday School Classes 
4 year olds – 6 year olds 
7 year olds – 10 year olds 
 
The two children’s age groups will start their class together viewing a teaching video series 
appropriate for both age groups, then separate into the two classes for age appropriate 
discussions and teaching for the last half of class. 

Postponed Until Further Notice 

Confirmation Class/5th grade - 8th grade (8:45) 
 

The Youth Sunday School class will start out with a Confirmation Class program, led by Pas-
tor Miranda.  Though this class is designated as being through 8th grade, it would still be 
engaging and important for youth in high school! 
As a People of God, we have been given this opportunity to provide real discipleship op-
portunity for our kids!  We will need, of course, volunteers to support these classes.  
Whether you wish to teach, or only support by being there, we need you!  We would like a 
large “brigade” of volunteers, so that a rotation of Sunday School teaching and support can 
be done. 
If you have questions about volunteering and what will be involved, you can speak with 
Cameron after the service.  You may also email Cameron at cqlauseng@gmail.com with 
any questions you have. 
God is Good!  Let us engage in this important work He has given to us! 
Mathew 19:14 - but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for 
to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 

Regular Adult Sunday School - meeting in person  
This class meets at 8:30am in the Conference Room downstairs. 

All are welcome to join (including confirmation students) 
 

NOTE: The doors will open at 8:10 a.m. for those coming to participate in Sunday School and will be locked 
again at 8:30 a.m. Once Sunday School is over, class participants staying for worship will be seated first in 
the sanctuary before the doors to the church are open again at 9:35 a.m. for all others attending worship.  
 

Call in or online participation is available, see page 6 of this newsletter for more information 

mailto:cqlauseng@gmail.com


Free Clinic Will Be Open March 13th! 
                                       

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic ~ We have a free medical clinic available to anyone 

who needs basic care.  The clinic hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon Saturday,  

March 13th.   If you or someone you know needs medical attention, please come or 

bring someone who might not have transportation.  Dr. Ted and Lisa Rogers serve this 

wonderful outreach ministry.  
 

NUMC Events 

Volunteer for the Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic 
 

 

We are trying to develop a list of people that can be pleasant, take blood pressure, read 

the scales and write.  If you meet these qualifications, please call and add your name to 

our list to help at the once-a-month free health clinic.  We need a list of volunteers to 

fill in very occasionally.  In other words, not every month, but when Lisa cannot make it 

(which is very rare), we need a backup ready to fill in. Lisa is also willing to train anyone 

who is interested. Please contact the church office at 309-692-0421 for more details or 

to add your name to the list.                                      

Looking for a Clinic Coordinator 

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic 
 

We are in need of having someone volunteer to be our Clinic Coordinator.  

The position would involve making sure there is coverage for the clinic each month.  

If you could not find someone to cover the coordinator would work that position.  

The person would need to do some marketing for the clinic. 

Joyce, our previous coordinator, has a book that she will hand over to the new  

coordinator and explain what is in it. 

 

If you have questions call the church office at 309-692-0421 



Senior Group Luncheon 

Is postponed until further notice! 
 If you have questions, please call  

Dorothy Swirmicky at  
309-691-8740. 

Worship Online! 

We are on YouTube & live streaming on 

NUMC Facebook.  

The link is on Northwest United 

Methodist Church Peoria, Il website. 

NUMC Reads BOOK CLUB – March 2021 
 

Book Club - 2 gatherings in March 

 

You are invited to join the Northwest Book Club in two book discussions during the 
month of March.  On Tuesday, March 2 at 6:30 p.m. the group will meet to discuss  

Dr. Damon Tweedy's book, "Black Man in a White Coat," the February reading title.  

Then again on the last Tuesday of March, the 30 the group will be discussing Robert 
Goddard's book, "In Pale Battalions."  We are open to anyone interested in a variety of 
genres--fiction, historical fiction, and non-fiction. We look forward to seeing you! 

 

 
If interested in joining in on the discussion, please contact Deb Lauseng  
(dlauseng08@gmail.com) 

Calling all kids! 

Is your child spending extra time  
working on artwork during quarantine? 
We would love to put together a 
slideshow of artwork created by our 
Northwest children to add to our  
weekly online services.   
Please email pictures of their  
masterpieces to the church office at 
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 



NUMC Prayer Partners 

In person meeting postponed until further notice 

The Prayer Group meets at NUMC Thursday mornings at 10:30 AM.  

If you would like more information, contact  

Dixie Rogers at 309-472-4336.  
 

Please continue to send prayer requests to the church office. 

Prayer Concerns 
Contact Dennis Messersmith at 

dmau@comcast.net 

Don’t use email? 

Please call the church at  

309-692-0421 

2021 Ebony Bishops preaching series 
 

Asbury United Methodist Church in Washington, D.C. is pleased to announce its “2021 Ebony Bishops 
Preaching Series.” Through this series, Asbury offers its national and historic pulpit to the Ebony Bishops of 
the United Methodist Church to bring prophetic words on the issues of the day, share messages of hope 
during this critical period in the history of our nation and denomination, and to exhort the faithful to make 
effective witness. 
 

The “2021 Ebony Bishops Preaching Series” is being presented on the third Sunday of each month during 
the 10 a.m. (Eastern time) morning worship service* at Asbury, which will be live-streamed. Bishop 
LaTrelle Miller Easterling of the Baltimore-Washington Conference, preached the first message on Jan. 17. 
The remaining featured preachers are as follows: 

Feb. 21 -- Bishop Woodie W. White, former Bishop-in-Residence at Candler School of Theology, 
Emory University and Bishop of the Illinois Area from 1984-1992. 

March 21 -- Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, Western Pennsylvania Conference 

April 18 -- Bishop L. Jonathan Holston, South Carolina Conference 

May 16 -- Bishop Tracy S. Malone, East Ohio Conference 

June 20 -- Bishop Julius C. Trimble, Indiana Conference 

July 18 Bishop Sharma D. Lewis, Virginia Conference 
 

*Note: The worship services are planned to be virtual and will be live-streamed at www.asburyumcdc.org 
and on YouTube and Facebook. 

mailto:dmau@comcast.net
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001X1kzzgjxhZNjK88LKoABsH16rUu5Q8RydmMFUzZz9fP63Dci0EGzpKcD0kB2gfO-Cjqn3MmM4qTkk_zTGPciKlHr9Hj1rOT1WX5HxMcxFHDAbaxxRKZH_Vi3uWmugn-ZU_LRn5nqoN9dGYIWZLhcNA%3D%3D%26c%3Do2


Music Ministry 

If you would like to participate in the music ministry through choir,  
praise band, chimes, special music, small group ensembles,  
please text (preferred) or call our music director Lisa at 309-472-4472. 

Altar Flowers 

Please, don’t forget  
to sign up for your altar flowers! 

Flowers must be paid for prior to date they 
are ordered for.   

 

The forms and calendar are in the glass case 
in the fellowship hall.   
The flowers are $20.00 and you can take the 
flowers home with you after church. 
 

If you haven’t signed up you can call Norma at 
309-692-0421 or  
email her at northwestunited@sbcglobal.net. 

 
 

 

March  Birthdays  

Betty Callais  03/02 

Ted Rogers            03/08 

Stephen Wood  03/12 

Janet Traver  03/26 

Nylene Bradburn  03/30 

 

Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries in February 

If you don’t see your birthday or anni-
versary on the list?  This means the 
Church office does not have your in-
formation. You may submit your infor-
mation to the Church office by e-mail: 

northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or 
call the church office (309) 692-0421 

for an update information form. 
Thanks! 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net%20


In response to the further postponement of the 2020 General Conference, the Council of Bishops 
(COB) is calling a Special Session of the General Conference of The United Methodist Church 
(UMC) to be convened online on May 8, 2021. 

 According to the call letter signed by COB President Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, the Spe-
cial Session will be held in accordance with Division Two - Section II - Article II of The Constitu-
tion of The United Methodist Church as recorded in Paragraph ¶14 of The Book of Disci-
pline (2016).  

 The purpose of the 2021 Special Session of the General Conference will be limited to gaining a 
quorum in order to suspend the rules for the sole purpose of allowing the use of paper ballots to 
act upon 12 pieces of legislation that would enable the church to effectively continue its work un-
til the postponed 2020 General Conference is held in 2022. While other potential amendments 
were considered, it was agreed that these 12 pieces of legislation would enable the church to 
continue its administrative functions appropriately.  Click here to read the 12 pieces of legisla-
tion.  

Issues such as human sexuality or proposed separation plans are not among the agenda 
items for the special session call as it is anticipated debate and amendments would be 
required. 

The decision to call the Special Session came in conjunction with the Commission on the Gen-
eral Conference’s announcement of a further postponement of the 2020 General Conference to 
August 2022. The General Conference had been previously postponed to August 2021 due the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It is now scheduled to take place August 29 to Sept. 6, 2022, in Minneap-
olis, Minnesota.  Click here to read the Commission’s announcement.  

 The Council of Bishops and the Commission on the General Conference have been working col-
laboratively to determine the best way for the General Conference to meet and maintain the 
Church’s current commitment to mission and ministry as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 According to the Constitution of the Church, the Special Session of the General Conference 
shall be composed of the delegates elected to the postponed 2020 General Conference or their 
lawful successors. 

In addition, The Council of Bishops and the Commission on the General Conference have 
agreed on a timeline of events that will create a pathway for the church in this liminal time. This 
timeline includes Special Sessions of the Jurisdictional Conferences to be held virtually in July 
2021 (for the purpose of retiring bishops, announcing coverage of areas, and determining if or 
how many bishops will be elected in each Jurisdiction) and regular in-person Sessions of the Ju-
risdictional Conferences following the postponed 2020 General Conference in the Fall of 2022 
(for the purpose of electing bishops, making assignments for the new quadrennium, electing 
members to General Boards/Agencies, etc.). 

 Under this timeline, General Boards & Agencies would maintain their current memberships until 
after the postponed General Conference in 2022. 

 Click here to read the full letter sent to the Secretary of the General Conference, the Chair-
person of the Commission on the General Conference, heads of delegations to the 2020 General 
Conference (or successors) and conference secretaries.  

General Conference postponed until 2022, special online session called for May 8 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001XbGrDlWyAY4LfQaHYty4npP1biVBYYptuyS60dxUlGwWHckujMbklmmcW3_BLA4xQBM73-JB-gLi2UhpC9sEA_kt1t2Lpw3Xcym4SAsruLhTBc8j2DGYF5JsGHfGru-ZiblVZAdcvuxN2fZcRKwxAVHjoIDjwJCsqgE4j
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HIGHLIGHTED MISSION FOR MARCH 

 “In His Footsteps” (Prison Ministry) 

 

We are well and have avoided the virus to this point.  We have not been able to go into the prisons due to 
the pandemic.  They have been on lock down for a year now.  No services, visitors, or volunteers during 
this time.  In Jan. 2021 they reopened the dining room but few eat in as it is still scarey because of 
COVID.  They have been eating in their sleeping areas this whole time. A hot meal for lunch and a sack 
lunch for supper.  Our ministry during this time has been through sharing uplifting weekly mini- ser-
monettes.  We also were able to write Christmas cards to the ladies.  Chaplain is also allowing us to send in 
Easter letters.  Our team is busy writing notes at this time.  The chaplain delivers copies to the ladies who 
desire them and hands out the cards as well.  (He hands out about 200 copies each week.)  We ask for 
prayers as they feel isolated from everyone and everything.  Phone calls haven’t been permitted because 
of transmission of virus through the shared phone usage.  Please pray for them!  We are hoping to get 
back in late summer, early fall.  Dependent on vaccines for the ladies.   

Our needs are minimal at this time but we could use: 

 

Paper pocket folders  

Kleenex boxes 

Christmas cards  

Blank correspondence cards 

Writing tablets 

Multi colored yarn 

#2 pencils 

 

Thank you for your on going prayers and support for In His Footsteps and the prison inmates.  Every little 
thing we can do makes a difference in our world today! 

 

Blessings 

Ken and Linda Sauder 

 



Regular Worship Services 
 

                         Adult Sunday School                                 8:20 a.m. 

                         Children Sunday School                            8:30 a.m. 

                         Sunday Worship (online)                 9:45 a.m.  

      Nursery Available                         8:30 -11:00 a.m. 

Nursery is unavailable at this time.   

Please plan for children to sit with you in worship. 
                          

Bible Study and Prayer Times 
                                  

                             Wednesday Morning Bible Study            9:30 a.m.   

                         Wednesday Evening Bible Study       6:00 p.m. 

                         Wednesday Choir Practice                      7:00 p.m. 

                                         

                         Thursday Prayer Study Group               10:30 a.m. 

 

Online Opportunities 

Online worship videos posted on YouTube channel Saturday night 

Sunday morning service live streamed on NUMC Facebook page 

Wednesday morning Bible Study in person/conference call at 9:30 AM 

Wednesday evening Bible study in person/conference call at 6:00 PM 

Pastor:  Rev. Miranda Denler * 309-670-0765 * mimi2005@msn.com  

Worship Director:  Lisa Rogers * 309-472-4472 * lsealine@yahoo.com  

Admin. Assistant: Norma Snodgrass * 331-216-4345 northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 

Visit us on the web: www.nwunitedmethodist.org  

mailto:mimi2005@msn.com
mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


Connie (Cornelia) Wieck  

Will be Preaching March 21, UMCOR Sunday 

 

 

Brief Bio for Cornelia (Connie) Wieck     

         Connie (Cornelia) Wieck (rhymes with “bike”)  is a Marshall, Illinois native, 56 years old 
and single. She holds a BA in English from Eastern Illinois University, and an MA in TESOL 
(Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages) from Southern Illinois University.   She has 
been with the United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries (UMGBGM) for 30 years as 
an English language teacher.  Placements have been 3 years as a Mission Intern (Kyoto YWCA 
in Japan and later the United Methodist Board of Church and Societies in Washington, D.C. as a 
Peace with Justice advocate), three years at Wesley Girl’s High School in Taipei, Taiwan, and 
currently in mainland China as an Amity Foundation English teacher.   
           The Amity Foundation (a United Methodist advance special) is a Chinese organization  
started by the initiative of  Chinese Christians in 1985.  It works in all areas of development for 
the Chinese people and Chinese Christians.  Programs include rural development, health care,  
church-initiated projects, blindness prevention and education.  Connie works in Amity’s  
education division as a college English language teacher in the developing areas of the country.  
She is currently the only long-term  foreign English language  teacher in Amity’s education  
program.  Connie’s sending agency is the UMGBGM, which supports her financially in  
connection as a person in mission, while Amity is her overseeing organization in the country. 
Teachers with Amity are placed at Chinese teachers’ colleges to improve the language and 
teaching  
methodology of  students soon to enter the English teaching field.  China now requires English 
language study in junior high and high school, and also for colleges and universities, thus the 
great need for well-qualified English teachers.    
     In August, 2012, the Chinese college near the Vietnam border where Connie was teaching 
moved and the teaching placement was closed by the Amity Foundation. Her current teaching  
position is in Luzhou Vocational and Technical College, a 3-year college  located in the city  
Luzhou (loo-jo) along the Yangtze River.  She teaches 1st, 2nd and 3rd year students who are  
English Education majors. The 350 students she instructs will be entering the teaching profes-
sion after finishing their 3-year study.     
           As a member of the Christian faith, Connie freely attends Sunday services at the Luzhou 
Protestant church, even singing as a choir member.  Despite what many believe, the Chinese 
Christian church is open to all.  Weekly services, Bible studies, laity instruction and baptisms  
into the faith are held regularly without any interference from the government. Connie feels truly 
blessed to be able to attend her Chinese church and worship with Chinese Christians as a  
member of the community. 

One of Connie’s favorite Bible verses is:   “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans 
will succeed.”   Proverbs 16:3. 

 

 



Connie’s  “Wish”  List: What’s Needed in China for Connie 

1)  Educational reward stickers  (“Good!”, “Well Done!”, “Excellent!”)   

2)  Educational reward pencils (“Excellent!” , “Well Done!”, “Star Student”) 

3)  Christmas pencils with Christmas designs and wishes 

4)  Books and reading materials for the English Language Center (email Connie for details) 

5). Refrigerator magnets, holiday garden banners for the English Language Center. 

5)  Prayers, letters, and emails!   

6)  Visits to Connie’s Website:  connieinchina.org 

 

Emails, Websites, Address 

 

corneliaw2000@hotmail.com 

connieinchina.org (Connie’s website with stories, photos)    

amityfoundation.org  (our UMGBGM partner organization in China, The Amity Foundation) 

 

Address:  Please copy and paste on the envelope the below Chinese/English address  
for a guaranteed delivery 

Connie Wieck  康妮 (外教) 

泸州职业技术学院   

Luzhou Vocational and Technical College 

龙马潭区长桥路2号 

Long Ma Tan District, No. 2 Chang Qiao Road 

四川省泸州市  646005 

Luzhou, Sichuan  646005 

P.R. of CHINA 

电话 (Tel):  18281161095 



Responding to Severe Weather - UMCOR 

This week’s winter storm--unofficially named Winter Storm Uri—led to winter weather alerts for 

170 million people. The state of Texas has been hit particularly hard, resulting in power black-

outs, loss of heat and broken pipes. As the snow and ice melts, flooding will be a significant prob-

lem. 

UMC and other churches are serving as warming shelters and food banks. 

Meanwhile, the same storm system spawned tornados in the Carolinas, destroying homes. 

UMCOR, working with Conference Disaster Relief Coordinators, is providing immediate funding 

to assist annual conferences and will provide long-term support once the damage is fully as-

sessed. Your help is needed, today. Please make a gift, today, to UMCOR U.S. Disaster Re-

sponse.     Please Give.P 

lHave questions? 800.862.4246 

 

To give by check, please send checks payable to Advance GCFA to:  

Global Ministries | UMCOR 

GPO 

P.O. BOX 9068 

NEW YORK, NY 10087-9068ase Give  

 

UMCOR  Sunday, March 21, 2021 

 

FROM “THEY” TO “WE” UMCOR is the United Methodist Committee on Relief, and yet they are 
anything but a typical committee. They are a program by the General Board of Global Ministries 
taking action when disaster strikes around the globe. We will be highlighting UMCOR during our 
next Special Sunday, on March 21st. UMCOR acts as the hands and feet of Christ’s church, 
moving towards the most vulnerable in their time of need. Helping people in their darkest days 
doesn’t have to be something “they” do, it can be something “we” do. We hope that you will give 
generously this upcoming UMCOR Sunday so that we, along with our United Methodist congre-
gations around the globe, can share compassionate relief in the midst of devastation. Until then, 
let’s be praying for the volunteers, the lives they touch, and for hearts to be moved. 
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Church Chuckle 

He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy.  

Job 8:21.  

If you have a church chuckle (clean and funny) or poem that you would 
like to share.  Please e-mail it to northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or  

leave it in my church mailbox.  Norma  

Three Pastors in the south were having lunch in a diner. One said "Ya 

know, since summer started I've been having trouble with bats in my loft 

and attic at church. I've tried everything--noise, spray, cats--nothing 

seems to scare them away. 

       

      Another said "Yea, me too. I've got hundreds living in my belfry and 

in the narthex attic. I've even had the place fumigated, and they won't go 

away." 

       

      The third said, "I baptized all mine, and made them members of the 

church... Haven't seen one back since!!!" 

Blessings, 

Reverend Miranda, Lisa, & Norma  

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net

