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From the Pastor: 

 

Wait for  the Lord; 
Be strong and take heart 
And wait for the Lord 

Psalm 27:14 

I must admit that I am bad at waiting. Although, I’m not quite as bad as others I’ve waited in line 

with over the years. Little kids are especially bad at waiting. Mostly because they don’t understand 

time. When you’ve only been on earth for 5 years, a week seems like half their life. It’s why I’ve 

seen so many helpful timers and other devices to give kids a way to visualize time. It helps them to 

wait more patiently when they can see their progress. I think the same is true for us as adults. 

When we can see the line is moving, we maintain patience for longer. As soon as the line stalls, our 

patience begins to wear thin. 

The absolute worst is when we wait in line and don’t end up with the result we wanted. When I first 

moved back to Illinois, I spent close to an hour waiting in the line at the DMV only to learn that I 

didn’t have the right documents to turn my Texas license into an Illinois one. There’s a sense of  

defeat, shame, and anger that follows us like a cloud when the waiting turns out not to be worth 

the outcome. 

As both a society and a church, we’ve found ourselves in a period of anxious waiting. For an entire 

year, we’ve been living in a world that only slightly reflects the one we are used to. Now that Easter 

has come around again, we’re ready to throw open the windows, throw out our masks, and start 

hugging each other again. I am with you! I want all those things so much that the waiting has begun 

to seem like torture. In part, because we can see the light at the end of the tunnel, but have no idea 

how much more waiting we have left to do. We don’t have a bottle of glitter to watch settle as a 

timekeeper. We don’t have a watch that will beep to remind us to use the potty. We don’t have any 

understandable way of measuring time despite all the cute ideas we can find on Pinterest to help 

children. All we have is the promise that one day soon we will come together without restrictions.  

 



But “soon” is relative to so many factors we have no control of as an individual or as a church. The 

most easily tracked way that we can follow as we wait to move to the “Bridge” and then beyond to 

“Phase 5” is the number of vaccines given in the state. These are the guidelines from the Illinois  

Department of Public Health: 

Once 70% of residents 65 and older statewide have received their first dose of the vaccine and 

no increase in COVID-19 metrics is recorded, the state could move into the Bridge Phase. Once 

50% of residents 16 and older have received their first dose of the vaccine and no increase in 

COVID-19 metrics is recorded, the state could move into Phase 5. 

As much as we wish to meet as a church without limit to the number of individuals in the building, 

without social distancing, and with singing, we are still waiting.  

You may have heard that the Bishop has relaxed some measures, especially regarding singing in the 

building. It is true that the measures have been relaxed, but still with restrictions that include the 

wearing of N95/KN95 masks and social distancing of 10 feet between family groups. The Reopening 

Team will be meeting in the first few days of April to discuss our options. Please be aware that the size 

of our sanctuary will severely limit the number of persons we can seat if we move to 10 feet between 

family groups. The Reopening Team will be discussing many options; however, we ask for your pa-

tience as solutions to the singing restrictions may be a long way off. For now, we wait with a sense of 

hope and expectancy that we will once again join in singing together once we enter Phase 5 as a 

state. 

Waiting is never what we want to do. Yet here we are.  

At the top of this article was a reference to the final verse Psalm 27. The rest of the psalm describes 

what we should be doing while we wait:    

 



The Lord is my light and my salvation – 
Whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life –  
Of whom shall I be afraid? 

When evil men advance against me 
To devour my flesh, 

When my enemies and my foes attack me, 
They will stumble and fall. 

Though an army besiege me, 
My heart will not fear; 

Though war break out against me, 
Even then will I be confident. 
One thing I ask of the Lord, 

This is what I seek: 
That I may dwell in the house of the Lord 

All the days of my life, 
To gaze upon the beauty of the Lord 

And to seek him in his temple. 
For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; 

He will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle 
And set me high upon the rock. 
Then my heart will be exalted 

Above the enemies who surround me; 
At his tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy; 

I will sing and make music to the Lord. (…) 
I am still confident of this: 

I will see the goodness of the Lord  
In the land of the living. 

Wait for the Lord; 
Be strong and take heart 

And wait for the Lord. 
Psalm 27:1-6, 13-14 

 



 

 

As we wait, we have hope. That hope comes from our community, this church. When we gather, in person 

or virtually, we are plugging into the eternal hope of God and resting in God’s presence. We fill up on 

hope, top off our tanks, so that we can make it through another week of the unknown and a few more 

months of pandemic restrictions. It is this hope that gives us strength to keep putting on our masks and 

sitting quietly during songs, because we know that we will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the 

living. We will. 

In Christ’s  Love, 

Reverend Miranda  

Vacation 

Welcome back Reverend Miranda and Rob.  We missed you. 

Reminder…The best method of contacting Reverend Miranda is: 
 

 through email (MiMi2005@msn.com) 

 during her Office Hours at the Church,  

 call 309-692-0421 Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m.  – 1 p.m. 

 outside of Office Hours, call the parsonage at 309-670-0765 

 in case of an emergency, please email or leave a message on the parsonage phone 

 

General Conference 

General Conference has been postponed to Aug 2022 and the May 2021 special called session has been 
cancelled. 

To read more about General Conference and this cancelled called session, check out this article from  

UM News: 

Bishops cancel May 8 General Conference | United Methodist News Service (umnews.org) 

mailto:MiMi2005@msn.com
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/bishops-cancel-may-8-general-conference


COVID Precautions Update From the Bishop 
 

 

Covid-19 Precautions Update 

Some people have asked for more details about the upcoming Bridge Phase of COVID-19  

precautions. In short, we're on track for hitting vaccination targets, but cases and hospitalizations are 

increasing, which will keep us from entering the Bridge Phase. 

According the Illinois Department of Public Health: "Illinois will move to the bridge phase when 70% of 

the population 65 years and older has received at least one dose of vaccine, and to Phase 5 when 

50% of the population 16 years and older has received at least one dose of vaccine. In addition, when 

moving to both the bridge phase and Phase 5, hospital ICU bed availability needs to be higher than 

20%, and new COVID-19 hospital admissions, total COVID-19 patients in the hospital, and death rates 

are not increasing significantly statewide over the most recent 28 days." 

You can find all of the details and metrics below. 

The IDPH has created a new “Bridge” Phase to help ease the transition from Phase 4 to Phase 5 

and has added some updates to Phase 5 which are reflected in the summary chart below. Please 

continue to witness to the love of Christ by keeping your congregation and community as safe as 

possible during this pandemic. If you have questions, please visit this page, contact your District 

Superintendent, or reach out to our Director of Connectional Ministry Curtis Brown 

at cbrown@igrc.org.   

In summary, the changes to Phase 4 allow for up to 50 people to gather in most of our churches. 

In churches with room capacity larger than 200 people, they may gather up to 25% of room  

capacity. This removes the previous upper limit of 100 people. Additionally, fully vaccinated people 

will not count against gathering size limits.  

A person is fully vaccinated when it has been at least 14 days since they received the final dose of 
vaccination. Churches may gather vaccination information by allowing for participants to  
voluntarily disclose whether they are fully vaccinated on the church reservation or sign-up log  
being kept for contract tracing. At no time should church leaders demand information about  
vaccination status (or any other protected health information), request vaccination cards be shown 
on admittance, or pressure participants in any way to show proof of vaccination. When in doubt 
our churches should continue to plan their gatherings as if participants are unvaccinated. The 
IGRC continues to recommend that churches should avoid creating special events, gatherings, or 
worship experiences only available to those who are already fully vaccinated. Our ministries are 
meant for all, and we need to be diligent in ensuring that an individual’s access to vaccination 
does not become a barrier for people’s full participation in the life of our churches. 

mailto:cbrown@igrc.org


Vaccinations for clergy in Illinois 

Starting March 29, all Illinois religious leaders, including all of our IGRC pastors and 

clergy, will be eligible to sign-up with their local public health departments to receive 

the COVID-19 vaccine. 

You can read the IDPH vaccination plan here.  

To view the state’s reopening metrics, click here: Statewide Reopening Metrics | IDPH (illinois.gov) 

To view the most recent document from the Bishop on reopening guidelines, click here:  

Microsoft Word - Pressing On.docx (constantcontact.com)  

Reminders about worship during Phase 4: 

 Face masks are required. If you have need of a mask, please call the church office and we can  

 arrange for you to receive one. If you cannot wear a mask because of a health condition, please let 
the church office know so that we can arrange seating for you and everyone to be safe. 

 Social distancing will be observed. 

 Sanitizing of the church will happen before and after service. 

 Limit of 50 persons in worship. 

 Child care is not being provided during worship 

In order to maintain social distancing please follow these rules when you come for service: 

 Front doors will open for seating at 9:35 a.m. Please do not enter the church, even if you have a 
key or code, unless you are volunteering to help with service. 

(Continued on next page) 

Easter Sunday, & Communion Sunday  April 4 

Communion will be served at worship on Easter Sunday April 4. If anyone who is worshiping at home would 
like to have blessed elements delivered to their home, please contact the church office. 
 

An RSVP is required in order to make sure we keep under the 50 person limit and that we have a list of 

attendees every week. Please use the link below to RSVP  every week. If we move backward in phases, 

we will cancel in person services.  It is especially important to RSVP for Easter Sunday. 

 https://reopen.church/r/4L6T2V8v  

We will continue to have online worship options.    

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D00151dgh6QWyEc9hAT51jEb3IOfs3C9iTLxirBxSrWR2EG27pFJPfGiqY_KplODADEwo6uKNmZe4u-4sDdjRKQEjHmhN6UjSX2pQFYVNga5fcEK1_TGaYZDvh6gSBbbpsxM17TGcJ1jpPQzDUFy78qPKjfYvvPTHjLeeMRxE
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/statewidemetrics
https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/3255daf7-829c-4bc4-85e6-9f98231dfd59.pdf
https://reopen.church/r/4L6T2V8v


 

Social distancing rules (continued): 

 When you arrive, please wait to be seated at the sanctuary doors. An usher will direct you to open 
chairs for you and your family. There are x’s on the floor of the fellowship hall so that you can maintain 
social distancing while you wait for your seat. 

 The offering will be collected in a plate by the sanctuary doors. Please consider continuing to give 
online if at all possible. 

 Prayer requests will not be collected during the service. Please continue to share your requests with 
the church office by phone and email. 

 Once the service is over, an usher will dismiss you by family so that you can maintain social  

 distancing while leaving the building. 

If the above rules are not followed, we will not be able to continue meeting in person for service.  
Please consider the safety of every one of our members as you attend. 

Uncomfortable with In Person Worship? 
 

We completely understand if you are still reluctant to go into public places and support your personal  
decision not to come into the church building.  
 

Online Worship 
Worship videos, including a recording of the sermon will continue to be uploaded to YouTube every week: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLly8RVnK82zXmacR9pNdLeEnsTlHfQ0N4 

Make sure to like our Facebook page so that you will receive reminders about our livestream every  

Sunday: 

https://www.facebook.com/Northwest-Peoria-United-Methodist-Church-131339856917781/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLly8RVnK82zXmacR9pNdLeEnsTlHfQ0N4
https://www.facebook.com/Northwest-Peoria-United-Methodist-Church-131339856917781/


 

Once you arrive and park between the church building and the sign, you will need to log in to 
the church’s internet with your smartphone or tablet device.  

 Church internet information: 

  Network: ATT303             Password:6181453840 

After logging into the internet, open the AudioFetch app. It should automatically connect to 
the signal. (Depending on how the app works on your phone, you may need to select a  

channel. Simply choose from the list of channels until you find the one broadcasting our  

signal.) Lisa begins playing hymns about 9:40 a.m. This is the first sound that should come 
through the app. If you search before that time, you may not find any sound coming from the 
app. 

Thanks to Mike Krost for helping to set up this capability last year and for his discovery of how far the  

signal goes! 

This is a screenshot from my phone 
to give you an idea of what the app 
may look like on your device. 

 

AudioFetch Listening Option 
There is now a third option to listen to worship - you can sit in your car in the parking lot and hear the 
whole service! 

Back in November of 2019, we installed a device that allows anyone in the building to hear everything 
from our speaker system through an app on their cellphone. The app, called AudioFetch, is meant to  

provide an opportunity for those who don’t hear well from the speakers to listen more closely. It was 
discovered last week that the signal from the system goes out as far as the church sign! 

If you would like to listen in to the service from your car, you must first download the AudioFetch app on 
your smartphone or tablet device. You can find the app in your app store on the device. (see next page)  



SPRC Update  

 

As part of the duties of the Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC), the Committee regularly 

reviews the state of the congregation, including areas of strength, need, and opportunities.  

Annually, SPRC and the pastor discuss and determine together the pastoral priorities for the 

coming year. This year the discussion also involved a review of the Church’s Strategic  

Objectives,* the annual church assessment requested by Bishop Frank Beard, and being  

mindful of Rev. Miranda’s Clifton Strengths.  These many components truly fit together well for 

a clear picture of key reoccurring themes. The Committee used all this information and agreed 

upon the pastoral priorities for 2021, as connection ministries, teaching, and being the leader of 

leaders.  More specifically:  

Connection Ministries – Beyond efforts to connect with home-bound congregational 

members, Rev. Miranda will also help congregational members recognize their role in 

creating connections among each other. She, along with the appropriate church  

committees, will share information and training to help the congregation build  

connectional and relationship skills. 

Teaching – Rev. Miranda will oversee the planning and teaching of classes for Sunday 

School, Bible Studies, confirmation.  She will encourage, and possibly provide training, 

laity to teach and lead within the congregation. 

The Leader of Leaders – Rev. Miranda will serve as the leader of leaders in the  

congregation; She will guide the leadership in strategic visioning in alignment with the 

Church’s mission and vision. 

 

As a reminder, beyond these three priorities, Rev. Miranda will be continuing involvement with 

other pastoral ministries. A good example is that she remains committed to leading worship and 

preaching, as well as providing opportunities for both in-person and remote worship  

participation.  

 

*Northwest UMC Strategic Objectives 

Objective 1: We will achieve 80% participation by our congregation in support of our Care 
Initiatives by the end of 2021. 
Objective 2: We will provide free healthcare services to an average of 20 people per clinic 
day by the end of 2021. 
Objective 3: We will provide a minimum of 2 year-round weekly care programs by the end of 

2021 

Objective 4: We will provide spiritual growth opportunities for all ages with an emphasis on 

developing an effective high school youth ministry by the end of 2021 

 

Deborah Lauseng, SPRC Chair 



 

In Person Sunday School 

 
With the lifting of Covid restrictions, we are meeting in person, Adult Sunday School will be meeting  
in person at 8:20 a.m. with an option to join online.  

*Confirmation students are welcome to join the Adult Sunday School class until regular confirmation 
classes resume 

 
NOTE: The doors will open at 8:10 a.m. for those coming to participate in Sunday School and will be locked 
again at 8:30 a.m. Once Sunday School is over, class participants staying for worship will be seated first in 
the sanctuary before the doors to the church are open again at 9:35 a.m. for all others attending worship.  
 
You can find a blurb about the material we will use below. 
 

For those who wish to join online or by phone: 

To join the conference call: 
By Phone:  

Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
Access code: 177325# 

OR Computer:   
Join the online meeting: https://www.freeconferencecall.com/wall/northwestunited 
Online meeting ID: northwestunited 

 

We will finish the series, The Life You Long For, on April 18th. 

 

 

Beginning April 28th 

 

JESUS IN THE SECULAR WORLD 

BEN PIERCE 

 

In the Jesus in the Secular World small group study, Ben Pierce combines vivid illustrations from years of  
front-line ministry with practical Biblical principles for how we can reach the secular world. 

This 8-part series is designed to give you an in-depth understanding of the secular mindset, inspire personal  
revival, and equip you with practical next steps to engage the secular world with the powerful Gospel message 
relevantly.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Speaker/1001472


 
 

Needed: People for a new Technology Ministry 
Have you been thankful for you the opportunities for remote worship over the past several 
months? If so, please express your gratitude to  Reverend Miranda and Rob Denler for the 
many hours each week in getting the evolving technology and software to work to provide 
online worship. If you have been viewing services remotely, you have probably also noticed 
that the technology hasn’t always worked. While Reverend Miranda and Rob have been 
building their expertise on these systems, there continue to be changes in how best to  
provide you a meaningful remote worship experience. Thus, the need for a new Technology 
Ministry at Northwest.  If you have some experience with video and streaming technology, or 
interest in gaining a new skill, please contact the Church Office and let Reverend Miranda 
know of your willingness to volunteer.  The Church needs you!   

 
   Thank you to  everyone that volunteered to clean up on March 27th 



Educational and Spiritual Growth:  
Wednesday morning and Wednesday evening Bible Study 

All Bible studies are now meeting in person with the option to join online.  
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study—In person 
Wednesday, April 14th morning Bible study will start at 9:00 AM 

Starts at 9:30 AM 
 

Doors will open to the church 10 minutes before class begins.   
Masks and social distancing will be observed. 

 

For those who wish to join the conference call by phone or online: 
 
Free Conference Call Information 
To join the conference call: 
 Phone: 
  Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
  Access code: 177325# 
 OR Computer: 
  Online meeting ID: northwestunited 
  Join the online meeting:  
   https://www.freeconferencecall.com/wall/northwestunited 

 
For additional assistance connecting to the meeting text "Help" to the  
Dial-In number above. Message and data rates may apply. 

  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freeconferencecall.com%2Fwall%2Fnorthwestunited&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb2306a808aab4f80621d08d8b6aa5b80%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637460190074067904%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ




Evening Bible Study with Sermon series: 

Beginning April 7th at 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

FIRE AND FAITHFULNESS 

SADIE ROBERTSON HUFF 

 

We live in a world that doesn’t care what God wants. Sure, they may not say it that way, but the messages 
that parade across social media declare that God’s way just isn’t worth it. But as Christians, we’re com-
mitted to following Jesus in every aspect of our lives. Is it possible to live—or maybe even thrive—as a be-
liever in our world today? 

In this four-session series with Sadie Robertson Huff, discover the lost art of faithfulness in the face of a 
world that wants nothing to do with God. Trek through the story of four young Israelites who, when 
ripped from their homes, faced a choice: remain faithful followers in a foreign land, or bow before an em-
pire that hated God. 

 

 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study—In person 
 

Starts at 6:00 PM 
 

Doors will open to the church 10 minutes before class begins.   
Masks and social distancing will be observed. 

 

For those who wish to join the conference call by phone or online: 
 
Free Conference Call Information 
To join the conference call: 
 Phone: 
  Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
  Access code: 177325# 
 OR Computer: 
  Online meeting ID: northwestunited 
  Join the online meeting:  
   https://www.freeconferencecall.com/wall/northwestunited 

 
For additional assistance connecting to the meeting text "Help" to the  
Dial-In number above. Message and data rates may apply. 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Speaker/1001308
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freeconferencecall.com%2Fwall%2Fnorthwestunited&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb2306a808aab4f80621d08d8b6aa5b80%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637460190074067904%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ


Postponed Until Further Notice: 
Sunday School for Children and Youth  

 

Sunday School classes are at the same time as the Sunday morning Adult Sunday School 
time, starting at 8:20 am.  The classes we have planned are as follows. 
 
Children Sunday School Classes 
4 year olds – 6 year olds 
7 year olds – 10 year olds 
 
The two children’s age groups will start their class together viewing a teaching video series 
appropriate for both age groups, then separate into the two classes for age appropriate 
discussions and teaching for the last half of class. 

Postponed Until Further Notice 

Confirmation Class/5th grade - 8th grade (8:45) 
 

The Youth Sunday School class will start out with a Confirmation Class program, led by Pas-
tor Miranda.  Though this class is designated as being through 8th grade, it would still be 
engaging and important for youth in high school! 
As a People of God, we have been given this opportunity to provide real discipleship op-
portunity for our kids!  We will need, of course, volunteers to support these classes.  
Whether you wish to teach, or only support by being there, we need you!  We would like a 
large “brigade” of volunteers, so that a rotation of Sunday School teaching and support can 
be done. 
If you have questions about volunteering and what will be involved, you can speak with 
Cameron after the service.  You may also email Cameron at cqlauseng@gmail.com with 
any questions you have. 
God is Good!  Let us engage in this important work He has given to us! 
Mathew 19:14 - but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for 
to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 

Regular Adult Sunday School - meeting in person  
This class meets at 8:20 am in the Conference Room downstairs. 

All are welcome to join (including confirmation students) 
 

NOTE: The doors will open at 8:10 a.m. for those coming to participate in Sunday School and will be locked 
again at 8:30 a.m. Once Sunday School is over, class participants staying for worship will be seated first in 
the sanctuary before the doors to the church are open again at 9:35 a.m. for all others attending worship.  
 

Call in or online participation is available, see page 6 of this newsletter for more information 

mailto:cqlauseng@gmail.com


Free Clinic Will Be Open April 10! 
                                       

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic ~ We have a free medical clinic available to anyone 

who needs basic care.  The clinic hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon Saturday,  

April 10.   If you or someone you know needs medical attention, please come or bring 

someone who might not have transportation.  Dr. Ted and Lisa Rogers serve this  

wonderful outreach ministry.  
 

NUMC Events 

Volunteer for the Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic 
 

 

We are trying to develop a list of people that can be pleasant, take blood pressure, read 

the scales and write.  If you meet these qualifications, please call and add your name to 

our list to help at the once-a-month free health clinic.  We need a list of volunteers to 

fill in very occasionally.  In other words, not every month, but when Lisa cannot make it 

(which is very rare), we need a backup ready to fill in. Lisa is also willing to train anyone 

who is interested. Please contact the church office at 309-692-0421 for more details or 

to add your name to the list.                                      



Senior Group Luncheon 

Is postponed until further notice! 
 If you have questions, please call  

Dorothy Swirmicky at  
309-691-8740. 

Worship Online! 

We are on YouTube & live streaming on 

NUMC Facebook.  

The link is on Northwest United 

Methodist Church Peoria, Il website. 

NUMC Reads BOOK CLUB – April 2021 
 

 

You are invited to join the Northwest Book Club on Tuesday, April 27th at 6:30 p.m. the 
group will meet to discuss “Underground Railroad” by Colson Whitehead.  

We are open to anyone interested in a variety of genres--fiction, historical fiction, and 
non-fiction. We look forward to seeing you!  We will meet at Northwest UMC. 

If interested in joining in on the discussion, please contact Deb Lauseng  
(dlauseng08@gmail.com) 
 

Calling all kids! 

Is your child spending extra time  
working on artwork during quarantine? 
We would love to put together a 
slideshow of artwork created by our 
Northwest children to add to our  
weekly online services.   
Please email pictures of their  
masterpieces to the church office at 
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 



NUMC Prayer Partners 

In person meeting postponed until further notice 

The Prayer Group meets at NUMC Thursday mornings at 10:30 AM.  

If you would like more information, contact  

Dixie Rogers at 309-472-4336.  
 

Please continue to send prayer requests to the church office. 

Prayer Concerns 
Contact Dennis Messersmith at 

dmau@comcast.net 

Don’t use email? 

Please call the church at  

309-692-0421 

2021 Ebony Bishops preaching series 
 

Asbury United Methodist Church in Washington, D.C. is pleased to announce its “2021 Ebony Bishops 
Preaching Series.” Through this series, Asbury offers its national and historic pulpit to the Ebony Bishops of 
the United Methodist Church to bring prophetic words on the issues of the day, share messages of hope 
during this critical period in the history of our nation and denomination, and to exhort the faithful to make 
effective witness. 
 

The “2021 Ebony Bishops Preaching Series” is being presented on the third Sunday of each month during 
the 10 a.m. (Eastern time) morning worship service* at Asbury, which will be live-streamed. Bishop 
LaTrelle Miller Easterling of the Baltimore-Washington Conference, preached the first message on Jan. 17. 
The remaining featured preachers are as follows: 

April 18 -- Bishop L. Jonathan Holston, South Carolina Conference 

May 16 -- Bishop Tracy S. Malone, East Ohio Conference 

June 20 -- Bishop Julius C. Trimble, Indiana Conference 

July 18 Bishop Sharma D. Lewis, Virginia Conference 
 

*Note: The worship services are planned to be virtual and will be live-streamed at www.asburyumcdc.org 
and on YouTube and Facebook. 

mailto:dmau@comcast.net
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001X1kzzgjxhZNjK88LKoABsH16rUu5Q8RydmMFUzZz9fP63Dci0EGzpKcD0kB2gfO-Cjqn3MmM4qTkk_zTGPciKlHr9Hj1rOT1WX5HxMcxFHDAbaxxRKZH_Vi3uWmugn-ZU_LRn5nqoN9dGYIWZLhcNA%3D%3D%26c%3Do2


Music Ministry 

If you would like to participate in the music ministry through choir,  
praise band, chimes, special music, small group ensembles,  
please text (preferred) or call our music director Lisa at 309-472-4472. 

Altar Flowers 

Please, don’t forget  
to sign up for your altar flowers! 

Flowers must be paid for prior to date they 
are ordered for.   

 

The forms and calendar are in the glass case 
in the fellowship hall.   
The flowers are $20.00 and you can take the 
flowers home with you after church. 
 

If you haven’t signed up you can call Norma at 
309-692-0421 or  
email her at northwestunited@sbcglobal.net. 

 
 

 

April  Birthdays  

Earlene Wood             04/02 

Leanne Gollnitz            04/07 

Lisa Rogers             04/08 

Sharon Musselman  04/12 

Bob Booth                       04/25 

Marilyn Anderson           04/27 

Randy Hammitt               04/28 

Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries in April 

If you don’t see your birthday or anni-
versary on the list?  This means the 
Church office does not have your in-
formation. You may submit your infor-
mation to the Church office by e-mail: 

northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or 
call the church office (309) 692-0421 

for an update information form. 
Thanks! 

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net%20


Regular Worship Services 
 

                         Adult Sunday School                                 8:20 a.m. 

                         Children Sunday School                            8:30 a.m. 

                         Sunday Worship (online)                 9:45 a.m.  

      Nursery Available                         8:30 -11:00 a.m. 

Nursery is unavailable at this time.   

Please plan for children to sit with you in worship. 
                         

Bible Study and Prayer Times 
                                  

                             Wednesday Morning Bible Study            9:30 a.m.   

                         Wednesday Evening Bible Study       6:00 p.m. 

                         Wednesday Choir Practice                      7:00 p.m. 

                                         

                         Thursday Prayer Study Group               10:30 a.m. 

 

Online Opportunities 

Online worship videos posted on YouTube channel Saturday night 

Sunday morning service live streamed on NUMC Facebook page 

Sunday School in person/conference call at 8:20 AM 

Wednesday morning Bible Study in person/conference call at 9:30 AM 

Wednesday evening Bible study in person/conference call at 6:00 PM 

Pastor:  Rev. Miranda Denler * 309-670-0765 * mimi2005@msn.com  

Worship Director:  Lisa Rogers * 309-472-4472 * lsealine@yahoo.com  

Admin. Assistant: Norma Snodgrass * 331-216-4345 northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 

Visit us on the web: www.nwunitedmethodist.org  

mailto:mimi2005@msn.com
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MIDWEST MISSION IMMEDIATE NEED  

 

 

 

 

 

Please visit our website to see a full list of the Midwest Mission Supply Needs. 

 As of today we are in desperate need of 

Onesies - Size: 0 - 6 months 

These onesies will go into the Midwest Mission Layette Kits. Thank you in advance for  
your donations! 

Link:  Midwest Mission Distribution Center | Midwest Mission Needs  
 

217-483-7911 
                                     office@midwestmission.org 

 

Native American Ministries - Sunday April 18 

 

Native American Ministries Sunday can be observed on any Sunday, although the official  
observance is the second Sunday after Easter (April 18 in 2021). 

 

This offering helps to develop and strengthen Native American ministries in the Annual Confer-
ences, Native American rural, urban, reservation ministries and communities relating to the 
General Board of Global Ministries. It also provides scholarships for Native Americans attend-
ing United Methodist schools of theology. This fund is distributed by the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministries and The General Board of Global Ministries.  

 

https://www.midwestmission.org/donate/midwest-mission-needs
mailto:office@midwestmission.org
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Festival of Quilts to be hybrid event June 4-5 

 

Cunningham Children’s Home has announced that the 17th Annual Festival of Quilts will be a hybrid  
(part-online, part in-person) event on Friday, June 4 and Saturday, June 5.  
 

For a suggested donation of $5 for admission,the Festival of Quilts, our signature fundraiser, features 
something for everyone: 

Quilt Show with hundreds of hand and machine quilted pieces including contemporary de-
signs as well as antique quilts on loan for the show 

Quilt Auction featuring traditional and contemporary quilts and wall hangings 

Gift Shop packed with generously donated handcrafted items 

Bake Sale with homemade goodies and treats 

Quilt Boutique with quilts, wall hangings, and table runners for purchase 

Walking Tours of Cunningham’s Urbana campus to learn more about the mission and minis-
try of Cunningham Children’s Home 

Featured speakers detailing their quilting expertise 

Each year, Cunningham Children’s Home hosts its Festival of Quilts in the Spiritual Life Center on the 
Cunningham campus in Urbana. The Festival is Cunningham’s signature fundraiser and honors the tra-
dition of the United Methodist Women, and the quilts they, and quilters from across Illinois, have donated 
for our kids since 1895.  
 

To volunteer or to discuss becoming a sponsor, please contact Colleen Combes at 217.337.9058 or 

ccombes@cunninghamhome.org 

 

ILCAAAP sponsors poster contest 

 

Illinois Churches in Action, a statewide prevention organization, invites students in grades 6 - 12 to participate 
in the 26th Annual Alcohol Awareness Poster Contest.  

Alcohol affects youth differently than adults. The Poster Contest teaches about the dangers of underage 
drinking and empowers students to think independently and make good choices.  

 Students should design artwork around the theme "Alcohol is a Drug, Don't Do Drugs." A new category for 

2021 is COMPUTER GRAPHIC DESIGN. Top prizes include laptop, tablet, and Fire HD8. Entries due by 

April 30.   

 Entry instructions and more information at http://ilcaaap.org or call 866-940-6871. 

mailto:ccombes@cunninghamhome.org
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Church Chuckle 

He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy.  

Job 8:21.  

If you have a church chuckle (clean and funny) or poem that you would 
like to share.  Please e-mail it to northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or  

leave it in my church mailbox.  Norma  

The Shipwreck Survivor 

 

One balmy day in the South Pacific, a navy ship espied smoke coming from one of three 

huts on an uncharted island. 

       

Upon arriving at the shore they were met by a shipwreck survivor. He said, "I'm so glad 

you're here! I've been alone on this island for more than five years!" 

       

      The captain replied, "If you're all alone on the island why do I see THREE huts." 

       

      The survivor said, "Oh. We'll, I live in one, and go to church in another." 

       

      "What about the THIRD hut?" asked the captain. 

       

      "That's where I USED to go to church." 

Blessings, 

Reverend Miranda, Lisa, & Norma  
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