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From the Pastor: 

 

There’s just not enough time in the day. I can’t begin to imagine how many times I have uttered those words. 

As vaccinations continue to increase and more opportunities become available to us, it seems as though life 

is only getting busier.  

There was a moment at the beginning of this crisis, exactly one year ago today, when life was suddenly 

different. Rob has been getting reminders on his phone of all the things we did together during his first 

 furlough in April 2020. On this day, a year ago, we made his grandmother’s biscuit recipe and my 

grandmother’s sausage gravy recipe and shared in the mixing of our family heritage. Over the course of the 

extra time we spent together, we played games, at which Rob always cheated, tried to perfect the making of 

meringue, and took a lot of walks with Niko. I will always look back on this time as one of the most stressful 

experiences of my life that was made brighter by the time we spent together. A year later, life has changed 

drastically again. Rob and I have meetings most evenings and no longer seem to have time to bake or play 

games. There’s a little bit of a sense that life is returning to something familiar, while still being altogether 

different.  

Not everyone got to experience periods of rest in the pandemic. Some were struggling to make ends meet 

for their family, dealing with the crisis directly in their jobs, or were forced to spend time at home alone. I 

recognize that what Rob and I experienced was blessing compared to so many others. Still, I learned  

something that I think can apply to all our lives now: we must stop and smell the roses. 

Okay, so maybe I didn’t make that phrase up, but I did learn more about how it can bring joy to my life. Even 

amid stress and difficulty, when I was able to slow down and enjoy something for just a little bit, life seemed 

so much sweeter. What brings that sense of belonging and love comes not from the activity or the beauty of 

the rose, but from the reminder that what’s important is not a busy calendar. 

1 John 2:15-17 (NIV): “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 

the Father is not in him. For everything in the world – the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the 

boasting of what he has and does – comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires 

pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.” 

 



The writer doesn’t mean that stopping to smell the roses is objectively a bad thing because roses are of the 

world. In fact, the writer clarifies that what is “of the world” are the desires of sin: jealousy, one-upmanship, 

greed, wealth, power, and more of the like. The world is not bad. God created the world and wants us to enjoy 

it. However, our sin corrupts us so that we no longer enjoy the world, we try to own it. This is what the writer 

of 1 John instructs us to avoid: becoming busy trying to own part of creation. 

I am challenged as life becomes busy again to think carefully about all the activity I let back into my life. Each 

time-consuming action needs discernment. Am I doing this activity for my own gain or for God? Am I enjoying 

creation and trying to take care of creation, or am I trying to keep a piece for myself? Am I keeping myself so 

busy that I am unable to stop and smell the roses?  

This month, I am going to try to work more in the gardens of the parsonage. I will attempt to spend time with 

God in the dirt and not worry about other things in my life that are going undone. This is my way of trying to 

carve out some time in a busy schedule to stop and smell the roses. How are you going to enjoy creation this 

month? Will you bake your favorite cookies and share them with friends and family? Will you go on a walk or 

two? Take some time to slow down, remember what’s important, and keep life sweet this month. 

In Christ’s  Love, 

Reverend Miranda  

 

General Conference 

General Conference has been postponed to Aug 2022 and the May 2021 special called session has 
been cancelled. 

To read more about General Conference and this cancelled called session, check out this article from  

UM News: 

Bishops cancel May 8 General Conference | United Methodist News Service (umnews.org) 

Reminder…The best method of contacting Reverend Miranda is: 
 

 through email (MiMi2005@msn.com) 

 during her Office Hours at the Church,  

 call 309-692-0421 Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m.  – 1 p.m. 

 outside of Office Hours, call the parsonage at 309-670-0765 

 in case of an emergency, please email or leave a message on the parsonage phone 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/bishops-cancel-may-8-general-conference
mailto:MiMi2005@msn.com


 

Bishop Announcement About Interim D.S. 

 

Bishop Frank J. Beard announced Monday the appointments of Rev. Mary Kathryn Pearce and  

Rev. Carol Lakota Eastin to the position of Interim District Superintendent of the Illinois and Kaskaskia 
Rivers districts, effective July 1 through Dec. 31, 2021.  

 
According to Bishop Beard, “These part-time Interim appointments will allow us sufficient time to  
implement the structures and processes that will assist the Cabinet in moving from ten superintendents 
to eight superintendents without creating major disruptions within the current district operations.”  

 

Pearce is completing eight years as Illinois River District Superintendent and Eastin is completing seven 
years as Kaskaskia River District Supertindent. According to the Book of Discipline, superintendents can 
serve six years but that can be extended to a maximum of eight years.  
Because these are interim appointments, they fall outside those term limits. 

 

The IGRC is currently working on a conference restructuring plan. A fully-developed plan will be  
presented to the 2022 Annual Conference. The Bishop, with the help of a team from the GCFA, are  
seeking to proactively address issues pertaining to the organizational structure of the episcopal area.  
Annual Conferences across the North Central Jurisdiction are undergoing similar efforts to streamline 
operations in an effort to address the reality of changing demographics and financial concerns. 
 

United Methodist annual conferences all around us are currently undergoing significant restructuring. 
Some of these conferences have been forced to cut conference staff, reduce the number of  
superintendents and expand the size of districts, and develop new methods and strategies for  
accomplishing mission and ministry. Most of the changes that have been made in other areas is due to a 
downturn in financial support. 
 
“The IGRC is in a very strong financial position,” says Bishop Beard, and “we are not making changes  
because of a lack of money. We are trying to position ourselves so that whatever happens in the General 
Church, the IGRC will be able to respond with nimbleness and quickness so that we can continue to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  

 

There are currently no plans to redraw any of the current district lines. All ten districts will remain as 
they are. The two retiring DSes will not be replaced and have consented to continue on a part-time basis 
to assist with the transition from 10 DS'es to eight. 



Pastoral Letter - April 2021 
 

From Reverend Miranda 

The Reopening Team met before Easter to make some decisions on how we can safely begin singing in worship. 
Attached to this email is a copy of the newest document of recommendations from the Bishop. After a long discussion 
on how to honor the Bishop’s recommendations while at the same time respect your patience and concerns, we have 
come up with a solution that we hope will bring peace and celebration to our worship services. 

New Worship Schedule 
Beginning April 18th, Northwest will move to a new temporary Sunday morning schedule, including two worship ser-
vices and Sunday school. 

8:30 a.m. Worship, front doors open at 8:20 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, front doors open at 9:20 a.m. 

10:45 a.m. Worship & Livestream, front doors open at 10:35 a.m. 

Worship for both services will be exactly the same, continuing the use of prerecorded music. However, we will be lim-
iting the number of persons in the sanctuary to 30 and placing family groupings 8 feet apart instead of the current 6 
feet. We also ask that when you attend worship you wear a well-fitted mask. While we will not be requiring an N95/
KN95 mask, we do ask that you make sure your cloth or surgical mask stays over your nose and fits as tightly on your 
face as possible. If you would like to be provided with a KN95 mask for the purpose of attending worship, please con-
tact the church office ahead of time and one will be provided for you. 

With these precautions in place (more distance between family groupings, further limiting the number of persons in 
the building, and asking you to wear a well-fitted mask) we will begin to allow singing at in person worship as of 
April 18th. 

Don’t forget to RSVP for every service you plan to attend. 

https://rsvp.church/r/4L6T2V8v 

Other Worship Options 
Some of you may be uncomfortable attending worship that involves singing. I completely understand your concerns. 
Some research has shown that singing, even with masks on, causes droplets to travel further than when we speak. 
This is the reason we have not been singing in person over the last year. I would encourage you to attend worship 
however you feel most comfortable, including the options to join online or listen in to worship from the parking lot. 
Beginning April 18th, the Sunday morning livestream on Facebook will happen with the 10:45 a.m. service. Please 
see more information on how to worship in these methods at the bottom of this email. If you would like to express 
your concerns to the Reopening Team, the list of those persons involved is below as well. 

Fully Vaccinated Individuals 
 

A piece of good news is that many within our congregation are now fully vaccinated. The CDC continues to recom-
mend that fully vaccinated individuals both wear masks and social distance while attending social gatherings, including 
church services. However, the Illinois Department of Health has made the announcement that fully vaccinated individ-
uals no longer count toward limits on the number of persons in attendance. Knowing those who are fully vaccinated 
and do not count against our gathering numbers would be helpful. If you would like to volunteer this information, a 
list will be kept confidentially by Norma in the church in office. Please call the church office or send email to be added 
to the list of fully vaccinated (two weeks after your final vaccination shot) individuals. Again, this list will not be seen 
by anyone other than Norma, but would help us to be able to continue gathering in person without worrying about 
reaching limits in the number of allowed attendees.  

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frsvp.church%2Fr%2F4L6T2V8v&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ca9b8f8f9d14045da4c4c08d8d4ff5cf7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637493540530171443%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoi


Reminders about worship during Phase 4: 

 Face masks are required. If you have need of a mask, please call the church office and we can  

 arrange for you to receive one. If you cannot wear a mask because of a health condition, please 
let the church office know so that we can arrange seating for you and everyone to be safe. 

 Social distancing will be observed. 

 Sanitizing of the church will happen before and after service. 

 Limit of 50 persons in worship. 

 Child care is not being provided during worship 

In order to maintain social distancing please follow these rules when you come for service: 

 Front doors will open for seating at 9:35 a.m. Please do not enter the church, even if you have 
a key or code, unless you are volunteering to help with service. 

(Continued on next page) 

Thank you! 
Finally, I want to thank you for your patience as the Reopening Team has discussed, lamented over, and creatively 
implemented the Bishop’s recommendations over the last year. We have done such a great job as a church gath-
ering safely and I am so grateful and proud to be your pastor.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to the members of the Reopening Team: 

Administrative Council Chair, Kim Switzer 

Trustees Chair, Dan Becker 

Health Advisor, Karol Castens 

Worship Chair, Mary Staley 

 

And of course, you are always free to reach out to me with any concerns by email (MiMi2005@msn.com) and  

phone (Parsonage: 309-670-0765). 

 
Blessings, 

Rev. Miranda Denler 
 
For more information click on link below about IGRC guidelines; 
Coronavirus (igrc.org)  

 

mailto:MiMi2005@msn.com
https://www.igrc.org/coronavirus


 

Social distancing rules (continued): 

 When you arrive, please wait to be seated at the sanctuary doors. An usher will direct you to open 
chairs for you and your family. There are x’s on the floor of the fellowship hall so that you can maintain 
social distancing while you wait for your seat. 

 The offering will be collected in a plate by the sanctuary doors. Please consider continuing to give 
online if at all possible. 

 Prayer requests will not be collected during the service. Please continue to share your requests with 
the church office by phone and email. 

 Once the service is over, an usher will dismiss you by family so that you can maintain social  

 distancing while leaving the building. 

If the above rules are not followed, we will not be able to continue meeting in person for service.  
Please consider the safety of every one of our members as you attend. 

Uncomfortable with In Person Worship? 
 

We completely understand if you are still reluctant to go into public places and support your personal  
decision not to come into the church building.  
 

Online Worship 
Worship videos, including a recording of the sermon will continue to be uploaded to YouTube every week: 

Peoria Northwest UMC - YouTube 

Make sure to like our Facebook page so that you will receive reminders about our livestream every  

Sunday: 

https://www.facebook.com/Northwest-Peoria-United-Methodist-Church-131339856917781/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBeIN-97xMDY6z1mMtP-58A
https://www.facebook.com/Northwest-Peoria-United-Methodist-Church-131339856917781/


 

Once you arrive and park between the church building and the sign, you will need to log in to 
the church’s internet with your smartphone or tablet device.  

 Church internet information: 

  Network: ATT303             Password:6181453840 

After logging into the internet, open the AudioFetch app. It should automatically connect to 
the signal. (Depending on how the app works on your phone, you may need to select a  

channel. Simply choose from the list of channels until you find the one broadcasting our  

signal.) Lisa begins playing hymns about 9:40 a.m. This is the first sound that should come 
through the app. If you search before that time, you may not find any sound coming from the 
app. 

Thanks to Mike Krost for helping to set up this capability last year and for his discovery of how far the  

signal goes! 

This is a screenshot from my phone 
to give you an idea of what the app 
may look like on your device. 

 

AudioFetch Listening Option 
There is now a third option to listen to worship - you can sit in your car in the parking lot and hear the 
whole service! 

Back in November of 2019, we installed a device that allows anyone in the building to hear everything 
from our speaker system through an app on their cellphone. The app, called AudioFetch, is meant to  

provide an opportunity for those who don’t hear well from the speakers to listen more closely. It was 
discovered last week that the signal from the system goes out as far as the church sign! 

If you would like to listen in to the service from your car, you must first download the AudioFetch app on 
your smartphone or tablet device. You can find the app in your app store on the device. (see next page)  



SPRC Update  

 

As part of the duties of the Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC), the Committee regularly 

reviews the state of the congregation, including areas of strength, need, and opportunities.  

Annually, SPRC and the pastor discuss and determine together the pastoral priorities for the 

coming year. This year the discussion also involved a review of the Church’s Strategic  

Objectives,* the annual church assessment requested by Bishop Frank Beard, and being  

mindful of Rev. Miranda’s Clifton Strengths.  These many components truly fit together well for 

a clear picture of key reoccurring themes. The Committee used all this information and agreed 

upon the pastoral priorities for 2021, as connection ministries, teaching, and being the leader of 

leaders.  More specifically:  

Connection Ministries – Beyond efforts to connect with home-bound congregational 

members, Rev. Miranda will also help congregational members recognize their role in 

creating connections among each other. She, along with the appropriate church  

committees, will share information and training to help the congregation build  

connectional and relationship skills. 

Teaching – Rev. Miranda will oversee the planning and teaching of classes for Sunday 

School, Bible Studies, confirmation.  She will encourage, and possibly provide training, 

laity to teach and lead within the congregation. 

The Leader of Leaders – Rev. Miranda will serve as the leader of leaders in the  

congregation; She will guide the leadership in strategic visioning in alignment with the 

Church’s mission and vision. 

 

As a reminder, beyond these three priorities, Rev. Miranda will be continuing involvement with 

other pastoral ministries. A good example is that she remains committed to leading worship and 

preaching, as well as providing opportunities for both in-person and remote worship  

participation.  

 

*Northwest UMC Strategic Objectives 

Objective 1: We will achieve 80% participation by our congregation in support of our Care 
Initiatives by the end of 2021. 
Objective 2: We will provide free healthcare services to an average of 20 people per clinic 
day by the end of 2021. 
Objective 3: We will provide a minimum of 2 year-round weekly care programs by the end of 

2021 

Objective 4: We will provide spiritual growth opportunities for all ages with an emphasis on 

developing an effective high school youth ministry by the end of 2021 

 

Deborah Lauseng, SPRC Chair 



 

In Person Sunday School 

 
With the lifting of Covid restrictions, we are meeting in person, Adult Sunday School will be meeting  
in person at 9:30 a.m. with an option to join online.  

*Confirmation students are welcome to join the Adult Sunday School class until regular confirmation 
classes resume 

 
NOTE: The doors will open at 9:20 a.m. for those coming to participate in Sunday School and will be locked 
again at 9:40 a.m. Once Sunday School is over, class participants staying for worship will be seated first in 
the sanctuary before the doors to the church are open again at 10:35 a.m. for all others attending worship.  
 
You can find a blurb about the material we will use below. 
 

For those who wish to join online or by phone: 

To join the conference call: 
By Phone:  

Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
Access code: 177325# 

OR Computer:   
Join the online meeting: https://www.freeconferencecall.com/wall/northwestunited 
Online meeting ID: northwestunited 

 

 

 

 

JESUS IN THE SECULAR WORLD 

BEN PIERCE 

 

In the Jesus in the Secular World small group study, Ben Pierce combines vivid illustrations from years of  
front-line ministry with practical Biblical principles for how we can reach the secular world. 

This 8-part series is designed to give you an in-depth understanding of the secular mindset, inspire personal  
revival, and equip you with practical next steps to engage the secular world with the powerful Gospel message 
relevantly.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Speaker/1001472


Educational and Spiritual Growth:  
Wednesday morning and Wednesday evening Bible Study 

All Bible studies are now meeting in person with the option to join online.  
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study—In person 
Starts at 9:30 AM 

 
Doors will open to the church 10 minutes before class begins.   

Masks and social distancing will be observed. 
 

For those who wish to join the conference call by phone or online: 
 
Free Conference Call Information 
To join the conference call: 
 Phone: 
  Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
  Access code: 177325# 
 OR Computer: 
  Online meeting ID: northwestunited 
  Join the online meeting:  
   https://www.freeconferencecall.com/wall/northwestunited 

 
For additional assistance connecting to the meeting text "Help" to the  
Dial-In number above. Message and data rates may apply. 

  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freeconferencecall.com%2Fwall%2Fnorthwestunited&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb2306a808aab4f80621d08d8b6aa5b80%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637460190074067904%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ




 

WARRIOR WOMEN: DEBORAH 

BIANCA JUÁREZ OLTHOFF 

God desires each of his children to follow his call. But sometimes the battles we fight for God’s kingdom 
defy our expectations, leading us to trust him more deeply. A faithful warrior for Christ will choose  
obedience over personal glory, humility instead of pride, and truth spoken with grace. 
 

In this five-sessions series with Bianca Juárez Olthoff, explore the story of Deborah, Barak, and Jael and 
discover what being a warrior for God looks like. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study—In person 
 

Starts at 6:00 PM 
 

Doors will open to the church 10 minutes before class begins.   
Masks and social distancing will be observed. 

 

For those who wish to join the conference call by phone or online: 
 
Free Conference Call Information 
To join the conference call: 
 Phone: 
  Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 
  Access code: 177325# 
 OR Computer: 
  Online meeting ID: northwestunited 
  Join the online meeting:  
   https://www.freeconferencecall.com/wall/northwestunited 

 
For additional assistance connecting to the meeting text "Help" to the  
Dial-In number above. Message and data rates may apply. 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Speaker/999864
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freeconferencecall.com%2Fwall%2Fnorthwestunited&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb2306a808aab4f80621d08d8b6aa5b80%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637460190074067904%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ


Postponed Until Further Notice: 
Sunday School for Children and Youth  

 

Sunday School classes are at the same time as the Sunday morning Adult Sunday School 
time, starting at 8:20 am.  The classes we have planned are as follows. 
 
Children Sunday School Classes 
4 year olds – 6 year olds 
7 year olds – 10 year olds 
 
The two children’s age groups will start their class together viewing a teaching video series 
appropriate for both age groups, then separate into the two classes for age appropriate 
discussions and teaching for the last half of class. 

Postponed Until Further Notice 

Confirmation Class/5th grade - 8th grade (8:45) 
 

The Youth Sunday School class will start out with a Confirmation Class program, led by Pas-
tor Miranda.  Though this class is designated as being through 8th grade, it would still be 
engaging and important for youth in high school! 
As a People of God, we have been given this opportunity to provide real discipleship op-
portunity for our kids!  We will need, of course, volunteers to support these classes.  
Whether you wish to teach, or only support by being there, we need you!  We would like a 
large “brigade” of volunteers, so that a rotation of Sunday School teaching and support can 
be done. 
If you have questions about volunteering and what will be involved, you can speak with 
Cameron after the service.  You may also email Cameron at cqlauseng@gmail.com with 
any questions you have. 
God is Good!  Let us engage in this important work He has given to us! 
Mathew 19:14 - but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for 
to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 

Regular Adult Sunday School - meeting in person  
This class meets at 9:30 am in the Conference Room downstairs. 

All are welcome to join (including confirmation students) 
 

NOTE: The doors will open at 9:20 a.m. for those coming to participate in Sunday School and will be locked 
again at 9:40 a.m. Once Sunday School is over, class participants staying for worship will be seated first in 
the sanctuary before the doors to the church are open again at 10:35 a.m. for all others attending worship.  
 

Call in or online participation is available, see page 10 of this newsletter for more information 

mailto:cqlauseng@gmail.com


Free Clinic Will Be Open May 8! 
                                       

Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic ~ We have a free medical clinic available to anyone 

who needs basic care.  The clinic hours are from 9 a.m. until 12 noon Saturday,  

May 8.   If you or someone you know needs medical attention, please come or bring 

someone who might not have transportation.  Dr. Ted and Lisa Rogers serve this  

wonderful outreach ministry.  
 

NUMC Events 

Volunteer for the Heart of Christ Free Health Clinic 
 

 

We are trying to develop a list of people that can be pleasant, take blood pressure, read 

the scales and write.  If you meet these qualifications, please call and add your name to 

our list to help at the once-a-month free health clinic.  We need a list of volunteers to 

fill in very occasionally.  In other words, not every month, but when Lisa cannot make it 

(which is very rare), we need a backup ready to fill in. Lisa is also willing to train anyone 

who is interested. Please contact the church office at 309-692-0421 for more details or 

to add your name to the list.                                      



Senior Group Luncheon 

Is postponed until further notice! 
 If you have questions, please call  

Dorothy Swirmicky at  
309-691-8740. 

Worship Online! 

We are on YouTube & live streaming on 

NUMC Facebook.  

The link is on Northwest United 

Methodist Church Peoria, Il website. 

NUMC Reads BOOK CLUB – May 2021 
 

 

 

Northwest UMC Book Club - all are welcome! 

  During the month of May the group will be reading "The Secret Life of Bees" by Sue Monk Kidd. Set in 1964 
South Carolina, Lily Owens searches to discover the secrets of her deceased mother and finds special  
connections with her "mothers." 

  In addition to informally discussing our insights and perspectives on raising bees, reaching a point of  
forgiveness, and building a wailing wall, the Book Club will be finalizing the list of titles for our  
summer reading. We also like sharing about other books we have recently read. 

   We hope you will join us on Tuesday, May 25 at 6:30 p.m. at the Church! 

     --Deborah Lauseng (please email if you have any questions: dlauseng08@gmail.com) 

 

Calling all kids! 

Is your child spending extra time  
working on artwork during quarantine? 
We would love to put together a 
slideshow of artwork created by our 
Northwest children to add to our  
weekly online services.   
Please email pictures of their  
masterpieces to the church office at 
northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:dlauseng08@gmail.com


NUMC Prayer Partners 

In person meeting postponed until further notice 

The Prayer Group meets at NUMC Thursday mornings at 10:30 AM.  

If you would like more information, contact  

Dixie Rogers at 309-472-4336.  
 

Please continue to send prayer requests to the church office. 

Prayer Concerns 
Contact Dennis Messersmith at 

dmau@comcast.net 

Don’t use email? 

Please call the church at  

309-692-0421 

2021 Ebony Bishops preaching series 
 

Asbury United Methodist Church in Washington, D.C. is pleased to announce its “2021 Ebony Bishops 
Preaching Series.” Through this series, Asbury offers its national and historic pulpit to the Ebony Bishops of 
the United Methodist Church to bring prophetic words on the issues of the day, share messages of hope 
during this critical period in the history of our nation and denomination, and to exhort the faithful to make 
effective witness. 
 

The “2021 Ebony Bishops Preaching Series” is being presented on the third Sunday of each month during 
the 10 a.m. (Eastern time) morning worship service* at Asbury, which will be live-streamed. Bishop 
LaTrelle Miller Easterling of the Baltimore-Washington Conference, preached the first message on Jan. 17. 
The remaining featured preachers are as follows: 

May 16 -- Bishop Tracy S. Malone, East Ohio Conference 

June 20 -- Bishop Julius C. Trimble, Indiana Conference 

July 18 Bishop Sharma D. Lewis, Virginia Conference 
 

*Note: The worship services are planned to be virtual and will be live-streamed at www.asburyumcdc.org 
and on YouTube and Facebook. 

mailto:dmau@comcast.net
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001X1kzzgjxhZNjK88LKoABsH16rUu5Q8RydmMFUzZz9fP63Dci0EGzpKcD0kB2gfO-Cjqn3MmM4qTkk_zTGPciKlHr9Hj1rOT1WX5HxMcxFHDAbaxxRKZH_Vi3uWmugn-ZU_LRn5nqoN9dGYIWZLhcNA%3D%3D%26c%3Do2


MIDWEST MISSION IMMEDIATE NEED  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please visit our website to see a full list of the Midwest Mission Supply Needs. 

 As of today we are in desperate need of 

Onesies - Size: 0 - 6 months 

These onesies will go into the Midwest Mission Layette Kits. Thank you in advance for  
your donations! 

Link:  Midwest Mission Distribution Center | Midwest Mission Needs  
217-483-7911 

                                             office@midwestmission.org 

 

https://www.midwestmission.org/donate/midwest-mission-needs
mailto:office@midwestmission.org


 

UPDATE ON THE 

ST. VINCENT VOLCANO ERUPTION  

 

UPDATE: April 21st, 2021: 

 Sunday April 18th, the St. Vincent Volcano let out another strong eruption from the volcano's summit 

crater. This comes just a few days after the first eruption that caused displacement of nearly 20,000 peo-
ple! The plume of smoke rose about 3 km and the areas around the volcano are still in code "red" and 
need to evacuate as the smoke and ash spreads through the air. Ash is being dispersed to the south and 
west of the volcano. The ash is beginning to reach different islands on the west and south borders of the 
volcano and cruise ships continue to load islanders to evacuate them until further  
notice. 

 UN has joined forces and has allocated officials to launch a $29 million support campaign to hopefully 

help rebuild and provide supplies to those who have lost or may lose their homes or essential home sup-
plies. 

As thousands of families are being put out of their homes, please continue to pray, and donate with 
these families and islanders in mind as they lose their homes and belongings to this devastating turn of 
events! Dear God, we pray that these families evacuate in time and find safety and comfort and we pray 
that we can provide support with the help of FFTP's partnership- Amen! 

 April 13th, 2021 News: 
 Food For The Poor is responding to an anticipated urgent need for aid by airfreighting disaster relief kits 

to help families in reach of the erupting St. Vincent volcano, La Soufrière. 
 Roughly 16,000 people live in the designated zone and require evacuation, according to 
news reports and in-country partners. Empty cruise ships were being dispatched to 
arrive in the Caribbean island on Friday to assist in the evacuation. 
 

The disaster relief kits contain disaster blankets, disaster hygiene kits and MIDWEST MIS-
SION STUDENT KITS to support the children affected by the volcanic eruption. The goods 
were provided by Matthew 25: Ministries, MAP International and  
Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

FFTP is also sending funds to buy food in Barbados, which is expected to receive  
evacuees. Barbados is also working with its Coast Guard to send food to St. Vincent.  
The Roman Catholic Diocese of Bridgetown will be responsible for distribution of aid to  
St. Vincent. 

  

 

 



St. Lucia also is setting up shelters in case more evacuees need a safe place to go. A FFTP partner on that 
island said in a phone call today that she could see ashes and a cloud of smoke from where she sat. The 
volcano had not erupted since 1979. 

  

Trinidad and Tobago, through FFTP partner Foundation for the Enhancement and Enrichment of Life 
(FEEL), are sending disaster blankets and hand sanitizer via its Coast Guard to Barbados to assist. 

  

"The islands in this area of the Caribbean are vulnerable to natural disasters, and they are facing one now 
with the eruption of this volcano," Food For The Poor President/CEO Ed Raine said. "Our partners there 
have informed us of the needs and we are  responding to them. All of those affected, the people on  
St. Vincent and those helping them, are in our prayers." 

  
Please consider sending Midwest Mission a monetary donate today to continue to  
allow us to respond immediately during critical times of need. 

 

Link:  Midwest Mission Distribution Center | Midwest Mission Needs  
217-483-7911 

                                                office@midwestmission.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.midwestmission.org/donate/midwest-mission-needs
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Festival of Quilts to be hybrid event June 4-5 

 

Cunningham Children’s Home has announced that the 17th Annual Festival of Quilts will be a hybrid  
(part-online, part in-person) event on Friday, June 4 and Saturday, June 5.  
 

For a suggested donation of $5 for admission,the Festival of Quilts, our signature fundraiser, features 
something for everyone: 

Quilt Show with hundreds of hand and machine quilted pieces including contemporary de-
signs as well as antique quilts on loan for the show 

Quilt Auction featuring traditional and contemporary quilts and wall hangings 

Gift Shop packed with generously donated handcrafted items 

Bake Sale with homemade goodies and treats 

Quilt Boutique with quilts, wall hangings, and table runners for purchase 

Walking Tours of Cunningham’s Urbana campus to learn more about the mission and minis-
try of Cunningham Children’s Home 

Featured speakers detailing their quilting expertise 

Each year, Cunningham Children’s Home hosts its Festival of Quilts in the Spiritual Life Center on the 
Cunningham campus in Urbana. The Festival is Cunningham’s signature fundraiser and honors the tra-
dition of the United Methodist Women, and the quilts they, and quilters from across Illinois, have donated 
for our kids since 1895.  
 

To volunteer or to discuss becoming a sponsor, please contact Colleen Combes at 217.337.9058 or 

ccombes@cunninghamhome.org 

 

 

mailto:ccombes@cunninghamhome.org


 

Midwest Mission 

1001 Mission Drive, Pawnee, IL 62558 

217.483.7911 
office@midwestmission.org 

 

Want to plant a tree in honor of someone special for $20?  

 

Arbor Day is a day of observance in which individuals and groups are encouraged to plant 
trees. Please join Midwest Mission from 1 PM to 2 PM on April 30th for Trees for Tomorrow. If 
you are not able to join us, no worries, you can still donate $20 to have a tree planted in honor 
of your loved one.  

 

Help plant one of God's creations on the grounds of a ministry He blesses each and every day.  

Link:  Midwest Mission Distribution Center | Midwest Mission Needs  
217-483-7911 

                                                office@midwestmission.org 

 

Jeremiah 17:8 ESV  

He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat 
comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to 
bear fruit.”  

 

Needed: People for a new Technology Ministry at Northwest UMC 
Have you been thankful for you the opportunities for remote worship over the past sev-
eral months? If so, please express your gratitude to  Reverend Miranda and Rob Denler 
for the many hours each week in getting the evolving technology and software to work 
to provide online worship. If you have been viewing services remotely, you have proba-
bly also noticed that the technology hasn’t always worked. While Reverend Miranda 
and Rob have been building their expertise on these systems, there continue to be 
changes in how best to  
provide you a meaningful remote worship experience. Thus, the need for a new Tech-
nology Ministry at Northwest.  If you have some experience with video and streaming 
technology, or interest in gaining a new skill, please contact the Church Office and let 
Reverend Miranda know of your willingness to volunteer.  The Church needs you!   

mailto:office@midwestmission.org
https://www.midwestmission.org/donate/midwest-mission-needs
mailto:office@midwestmission.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001oxn__pRlRPBdZesPQvyAIm2lVRId6y7cHtl-axUks1bquzN2fG0om9B6cNx17tR1Wx8FCapfhqgy5qEBRfDZ5ZjorXQIhnyiHq-Bastz4z-t7VMYfdlig-s4Bxv8nl25SaIYmUKliY2B8NFRtTHLXSs1OhVeW9ENkGoe1


Music Ministry 

If you would like to participate in the music ministry through choir,  
praise band, chimes, special music, small group ensembles,  
please text (preferred) or call our music director Lisa at 309-472-4472. 

Altar Flowers 

Please, don’t forget  
to sign up for your altar flowers! 

Flowers must be paid for prior to date they 
are ordered for.   

 

The forms and calendar are in the glass case 
in the fellowship hall.   
The flowers are $20.00 and you can take the 
flowers home with you after church. 
 

If you haven’t signed up you can call Norma at 
309-692-0421 or  
email her at northwestunited@sbcglobal.net. 

May Birthdays  

Paul Gollnitz               05/03 

Randy Anderson            05/08 

Doris Meinke             05/08 

Bill Traver    05/08 

Kim Switzer                       05/12 

Rob Denler   05/20 

Sandy Osman  05/25 

Janet Hansis    05/28 

Griffin Scott              05/30 

Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries in May 

If you don’t see your birthday or anni-
versary on the list?  This means the 
Church office does not have your in-
formation. You may submit your infor-
mation to the Church office by e-mail: 

northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or 
call the church office (309) 692-0421 

for an update information form. 
Thanks! 

                                   May Anniversaries 

Chuck & Janet Traver  05/15 

Terry & Vicki Haas                         05/25 

Paul & Leanne Gollnitz             05/29  

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net%20


Regular Worship Services 
 

             Adult Sunday School       9:30 a.m. (doors  open at  9:20 a.m.) 

Sunday Worship (in person & online) 

8:30 a.m. (doors open at 8:20 a.m.)  

10:45 a.m. (doors open at 10:35 a.m.)      

Nursery is unavailable at this time.   

Special family seating has been setup in the sanctuary to accommodate 
you and your children. 

                         

Bible Study and Prayer Times 
                                  

   Wednesday Morning Bible Study    9:30 a.m. (doors open at 9:20 a.m.)                          
 Wednesday Evening Bible Study    6:00 p.m. (doors open at 5:50 p.m.) 

                         Wednesday Choir Practice                      7:00 p.m. 

                                         

                         Thursday Prayer Study Group               10:30 a.m. 

 

Online Opportunities 

Online worship videos posted on YouTube channel Saturday night 

Sunday morning service live streamed on NUMC Facebook page 

Sunday School in person/conference call at 9:30 AM 

Wednesday morning Bible Study in person/conference call at 9:30 AM 

Wednesday evening Bible study in person/conference call at 6:00 PM 

Pastor:  Rev. Miranda Denler * 309-670-0765 * mimi2005@msn.com  

Worship Director:  Lisa Rogers * 309-472-4472 * lsealine@yahoo.com  

Admin. Assistant: Norma Snodgrass * 331-216-4345 northwestunited@sbcglobal.net 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 

Visit us on the web: www.nwunitedmethodist.org  

mailto:mimi2005@msn.com
mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


Church Chuckle 

He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy.  

Job 8:21.  

If you have a church chuckle (clean and funny) or poem that you would 
like to share.  Please e-mail it to northwestunited@sbcglobal.net  or  

leave it in my church mailbox.  Norma  

From Carol Payne 

Once upon a memory, someone wiped away a tear 

Held me close and loved me, thank you Mother dear. 

Blessings, 

Reverend Miranda, Lisa, & Norma  

mailto:northwestunited@sbcglobal.net


Church Wide Mission/Vision Meeting - Sunday April 25, 2021 

Statistics Presentation  

For those who may have missed the meeting the slides are printed below. 

We are meeting in small groups on Saturday, May 15, 2021  from 9:00 - 11:00  a.m. 

We will be meeting  in the fellowship  hall.   You can join us in person or  online. 

For those who wish to join online or by phone: 

Free Conference Call Information 

To join the conference call:  

Phone: 

Dial-in number (US): (978) 990-5000 

Access code: 177325# 

OR Computer: 

Online meeting ID: northwestunited 






















